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Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

 Feb 15    Mar 15    
  Apr 19     May 17 

2023

Arizona Association of County School Superintendents Vice-
President (AACSS) and Gila County School Superintendent 
Roy Sandoval is tracking the State Legislature’s action on the 
aggregate expenditure limit (AEL). Lifting the AEL would let 
schools use the state funds allocated to them in the bi-partisan 
budget approved in June, and avoid budget cuts of $1.3 billion 
starting on April 1st. 

Sandoval reports that both House and Senate Education Chairs 
have dropped similar bills to provide a waiver for this year, This 
is not a permanent action, but a waiver for 2023. The Legis-
lature has previously lifted the AEL in 2007, 2008, and 2022.

In the appropriations sub-committee, State School Superintend-
ent Tom Horne testified that  districts being made to cut 17% at 
that point in the year would in effect amount to a 70% cut 
operationally. He advocated for waiving the AEL this year to 

achieve his mission to raise student achievement through 
supporting low performing schools, eliminating “distractions,” 
and holding schools accountable. 

Budget analyst and Arizona Tax Research Association Presi-
dent Kevin McCarthy told the committee that the money has 
already been distributed to the districts but with no attention 
given to the AEL.

As of January 31st, HC2001 (House AEL waiver) was 
approved by the House Education Committee. The Senate’s 
version will be heard next week. However, a permanent 
solution may not be addressed in this session.

Please take advantage of any opportunity to speak to the issue 
with your legislators. 

Thank you to all who have shown up to support this waiver.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Legislative Session Addresses AEL Waiver 

The YCESA  Annual President's 
Roundtable will be held at the 
YCESA Training Room on 
February 6th, 6 pm to 8 pm. 
District and Charter School Board 

Presidents from Yavapai County are 
invited to attend to share in a unique 

learning community of their own. 

YCESA has over the years developed a list of 
questions to address. Plus, attendees are asked 
to bring additional discussion items. Each 
person who attends can raise an item or two to 
get input from the entire group.  

There is no charge for the session, which 
includes a complimentary dinner. Please RSVP 
to Jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
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Governor Katie Hobbs released her executive budget priorities with a 
focus on lowering costs, investing in public education, securing the state's 
water future, tackling the affordable housing crisis and more.

New spending for K-12 education is $273.7 million with the goal to raise 
state per pupil funding from $7,999 to $8,250. Hobbs wishes to repeal the 
ESA universal expansion to retrieve a savings of $144.4 million in 
FY2024 and $1.5 billion over a 10-year period. The ESA program would 
return to its pre-2022 qualification. This will be politically challenging, 
however. 

Other budget priorities for K-12 education according to Arizona 
Association of Counties (AACO) Legislative Associate Ryan Boyd include:

For new spending:

Ÿ A $5 million E-Rate Broadband Infusion with hopes to match with 
federal funding for a total investment of $65 million.

Ÿ Raise additional base support funding by $198.6 million utilizing 
savings from repealing the universal ESA expansion and eliminating 
the Results Based Funding model. 

Continued on page 2

Governor’s Budget for Education
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Ÿ Inflation adjustments would be made in the amount of 
$177.9 million for base support level, charter additional 
assistance and transportation support.

Ÿ $10.9 million would be available for a new statutory annual 
inflation adjustment to district additional assistance.

Ÿ $20.5 million is proposed for a Dual Enrollment Program for 
low-income students to receive a $50 reimbursement per 
credit hour for up to 6 credits for 9th graders and 10 and 12 
credit hours for students in 11th and 12th grades.

For school facilities funding

Ÿ $172.7 million one-time funding would be provided for 
completing 3 schools and starting construction on 9 other 
schools.

Ÿ $348.9 million for one-time building renewal projects which 
would be a 20-year record.

For higher education – $169.1 million new spending.

For new or continued one-time spending:

Ÿ $40 million to expand the Arizona Promise Program for 
15,600 low-income students to use as tuition gap funding if 
they meet minimum GPA requirements. Builds on $20 
million existing program.

Ÿ $40 million to establish a Promise for Dreamers Program for 
full cost tuition scholarships for non-citizen Arizona high 
school students who graduate with at least a 2.5 GPA 
requirement and enroll in an Arizona school for at least two 
years. Builds off Proposition 308 victory at the polls.

Ÿ $14 million in supplemental funding, double that of 2023, to 
the ten rural Community Colleges.

Ÿ Continuing $10.3 million in STEM and Workforce funding for 
Maricopa, Pima and Pinal Community Colleges.

Ÿ Continuing $46 million to Universities' New Economy 
Workforce Initiatives.

Ÿ $15 million to address the operating shortfall at the Arizona 
Teacher's Academy.

Governor’s Budget (continued from page 1)

Source: Ryan Boyd, AACO

Yavapai County School Superintendent 
Tim Carter will have served in this 
position for five terms when the 2024 

election cycle comes around—the longest serving 
superintendent in the county's history!  His family thinks that is 
enough! After 30 years working for school districts and 50 
years in education, he has announced that he will retire (a 
second time!) when his term is over on Dec. 31, 2024.

“It has been, and remains, my great pleasure to serve,” he 
said in the announcement.

Carter is sharing his decision to step down two years in 
advance to give everyone plenty of time to plan for that 
change. And quite a change it will be without Carter's creative 
solutions, constant leadership, and dedication to education.

Yavapai County School Superintendent Tim Carter has 
announced a vacancy on the Yavapai College District 
Governing Board for District 3 (Sedona and the surrounding 
area) due to the resignation of Board Member Paul Chevalier. 
A map of the district area can be found at . YC District 3

If interested in filling the vacancy, send a letter of interest and 
resume to Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter, YCESA, 
2970 Centerpointe East, Prescott, AZ 86301, or fax to 928-
771-3329, or email to  . Include Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov
personal information consisting of your family, education, work 
experience, residence and mailing addresses, your email and 
phone number(s), and why you would like to serve.  
Candidates may include up to three letters of recommend-ation 
or support if desired.

To be eligible to hold this seat a person must be a registered 
voter who resides in District 3 of Yavapai County, be a US 
citizen, and be at least 18 years of age, possess his/her civil 
rights, and neither he/she nor a spouse may be employed by 
the college district. This is a non-partisan seat and the 
appointment will reflect that statutory requirement.

Deadline for receipt of applications is Feb. 23, 2023, at 5:00 
pm. As has been the historical precedent for community 
college appointments, Supt. Carter will use a five-member 
Candidate Review Committee composed of District 3 residents 
as follows: a taxpayer, a faculty member, a student, an elected 
official, and a workforce development individual. After 
reviewing application packets, the committee will decide who to 
interview, what questions to ask, and conduct interviews on 
Mar. 6th. They will then select candidates for consideration by 
Carter. Prior to making the final selection, Carter will meet 
separately with each current Yavapai College Board Member 
for input on the finalists. 

District 3 residents can email their comments to Carter or meet 
with him personally on Mar. 9th at Yavapai College -  Sedona 
Campus. The appointment will be announced on Mar. 10th with 
the term beginning on Mar. 21st and valid through December 
31, 2024.  

If you have any questions, please call Supt. Carter at 928-925-
6560.

Carter Will Not Seek 
Re-election in 2024

Opening for District 3 
Board Member 

 

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Yavapai County Educational 
Technology Consortium (YCETC) 
Board of Directors have set their 
meeting schedule for 2023. 

The meetings will be held at 10:00 
am in the YCESA Training Room, or 
by Zoom, on: 

March 10, June 2, September 8, and December 8, 2023.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The Yavapai County Broadband Initiative has broken ground in 
Congress. Using a portion of the allocation of $20 million 
approved by the Yavapai County Board of Supervisors, Cox 
Communication and its sub-contractor Can-EZ Construction 
have started the project. 

The Groundbreaking Ceremony took place at a permit location 
on Congress Way between Pacific Avenue and Sunrise Road. 
on Jan. 23rd and included speakers from Cox Commun-
ications, the Congress Elementary School District, the Yavapai 
County Library Network, Yavapai County Communications, 
and Public Works. The first mechanized shovel full of dirt was 
moved to open a 36 inch deep boring hole for the bright 
orange broadband conduit. 

The next community meeting for the project was held on Jan. 
30th at Canon School in Black Canyon City to introduce Cox 
Communications and answer the community's questions. 

The other vendor, Altice USA, is not far behind with four 
projects in the north and east of the county at Paulden, 
Cornville, Beaver Creek and Mayer/Cordes Junction. Their 
community meetings and groundbreaking will be scheduled 
soon. 

There's more information at , under Yavapai www.YCESA.com
County Broadband Initiative.

Broadband Initiative Breaks Ground

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The Yavapai County Spelling Bee is coming! The top spellers 
from across the county will compete on Monday, February 13, 
2023 in the Community Room at Yavapai College, 1100 E, 
Sheldon St., Prescott, AZ 86301.

Check-in is 8:45 am - 9:15 am and a Welcome and Practice 
Round 9:15 am - 9:30 am. The  Official Bee kicks off at 9:45 
am. Following the Bee, participants are treated to lunch.

The Arizona State Spelling Bee will be held in March, and the 
2023 Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC during 

the summer.

  ETA CHAPTER DELTA KAPPA GAMMA

Invites you to:  
APPLY FOR 1 OF 2 $1,000 GRANT-IN-AID AWARDS

If you are a woman in college, a Yavapai County resident and 
currently pursuing a career in education,  you may apply.

 Granted by:  ETA Chapter Delta Kappa Gamma Key Women 
Educators

Honor Society for Women in Education

 The preferred candidate will have already been accepted into 
a college of education and/or currently enrolled in education 

classes.

To apply, please submit the following documents:

1.  Your resume listing job experience and volunteer experience in 
education and in other areas.

2.  A brief history of your interest in education and the goals you 
hope to attain as a teacher.  Include your areas of special interest.

3,  A statement concerning your financial need.

4.  A copy of your college transcripts.

5.  Two letters of recommendation sent directly to Committee 
Chairwoman, Kris Foster

Please send your application documents to 
Kris Foster

25 Woodside Drive
Prescott, AZ  86305 

or send electronically to Kris Foster at  kfstr@gmail.com

APPLICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED BY SATURDAY, 
APRIL 1, 2023. Notification will be in mid-May. Upon selection 

and certification of current enrollment, a check will be sent 
directly to your college or university financial aid department in 

your name.  

Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA

Source: Sherry Baca, ETA Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma

Congratulations to 
Yavapai College! 
This community 
college will be the 
first community 
college in Arizona 
to offer a Bacca-
laureate Degree, 
under a new 
Arizona law. 

Yavapai College has announced the launch of a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Business. The program will begin enrolling 
this April for classes that start in the fall semester of 2023. 

Community colleges are uniquely placed in the higher education 
structure to meet real issues at the local level. Universities tend 
to be more global and philosophical in their approach, while 
community colleges are working to meet locally identified 
educational needs with local partners.   

Congratulations to Yavapai College and all of Yavapai County!

http://www.YCESA.com
mailto:rkfstr@gmail.com


Grants, competitions, awards, and more! Large, 
multi-year projects for districts or smaller 
enhancements for classrooms ...we’ll share what 
we find in grant opportunities. Click here to take a 
look at these!

Project Lead the Way (PLTW)
STEM Grants (multiple opportunities)
 Amount varies                      Open deadline                
For elementary, middle, and high schools to implement computer science, 
engineering, and biomedical science STEM curriculum as well as PD for teachers.

Association of American Educators Foundation (AAE)
Classroom Grants
Up to $500 ea                       Mar 1, 2023
For a variety of projects and materials including, but not limited to, books, software, 
calculators, math manipulatives, art supplies, audio-visual equipment, and lab 
materials. 

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the website. Here are just 
some NEW opportunities we’ve uncovered:

There are more opportunities 
on the YCESA website. 
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YCESA Grants

Yarnell ESD Board Opening Reposted 

Yavapai County School Superintendent Tim 
Carter has announced a vacancy on the Yarnell 
Elementary School District Governing Board. The 
position was posted immediately following the 
resignation and is now being reposted SINCE 
THERE WERE NO CANDIDATES by the 
deadline when originally advertised. Supt. Carter 
welcomes qualified candidates to apply. The 
position is now open until filled.

In order to be eligible to hold this seat a person 
must: be a registered voter within the school 
district, be a citizen of the United States of 
America, be at least 18 years of age, possess 
his/her civil rights, have continually resided within 
the school district for at least one year immed-
iately preceding taking office, and may not, nor 
may a spouse, be employed by the district, or 
working for the district on a third party contract. 
This is a non-partisan position.

Interested candidates should send a letter of 
interest and a resume to Yavapai County School 
Supt.Tim Carter, YCESA,  2970 Centerpointe 
East, Prescott, AZ 86301 or fax to 928-771-3329 
or email to . Please Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov
include information about yourself, why you 
would like to be a board member, your residence 
and mailing addresses, and home/work phone 
numbers. Candidates may include letters of 
recommendation or support if they wish.

Carter will interview candidates at Yarnell School 
as letters of interest and resumes are received. 
The appointed candidate will serve through 
December 31, 2024. If you have any questions, 
please call Supt. Carter at 928-925-6560.

Appointment for Mayer USD

Supt. Tim Carter is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Michele McCann to the Mayer 
Unified School District Governing Board to fill the 
open seat due to a resignation..

Mrs. McCann was raised in Wyoming, attended 
Black Hills State College, and transferred to 
Grand Canyon University where lacks two 
courses for a B.S in Psychology. She and her 
spouse have lived in the district for eight year and 
have three daughters, two at Mayer High School 
and one who graduated Mayer. McCann worked 
for the school district as a special education 
paraprofessional prior to becoming a clinical case 
manager for CareLock LLC, in Cordes Junction.

Congratulations, Michele!

Governing Board Updates

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

mailto:tim.carter@yavapaiaz.us
mailto:Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov
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More than $28,000 is available from the Gardner Family Teacher Scholarships (GiFTS), formerly the Education Scholarship 
Endowment - Yavapai County (ESEYC), to support aspiring teachers from Yavapai County.

Yavapai County residents interested in pursuing an education degree are eligible for one of several scholarships valued at $2,000 
or more for the coming academic year. 

Generous contributions from the Kieckhefer Foundation, the Margaret T. Morris Foundation, Fann Contracting, and individuals 
donating through the Lions Club make the continuation of this endowment possible. Applications are available online at 

http://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship/  or by contacting Jenn Nelson at 928 442-5138. Applications must be submitted by 
the deadline—no exceptions.

Applicants must be Yavapai County residents who have graduated from an accredited public high school in the county, or have 
resided in Yavapai County for one year. They must be committed to teaching in any of grades K-12, preferably in Yavapai County. 
Applicants must have at least a 3.0 high school or college/university grade point average. Financial need will be considered.

Tara O'Neill and Danny Brown, GiFTS board co-presidents, emphasized the GiFTS board of directors was emphatic that more 
must be done to counter the current teacher shortage, especially in Yavapai County.

“Arizona—and Yavapai County--are facing a crisis in having enough qualified teachers to fill classrooms. That's why we have 
increased our scholarships to $2,000 or more to help aspiring teachers. It is the 23rd year we have offered financial support to 
students who plan to apply or have been accepted in certified teacher education programs. Our organization has contributed 
more than $400,000 to help aspiring teachers. So far, since our founding in 2001, we have given 209 scholarships worth 
cumulative value of more than $432,000 to those who want careers in teaching in public schools.”

Support also is given to displaced teachers who are seeking additional discipline certification or endorsement to sustain their 
teaching careers. Those applicants must provide a written statement that documents additional education coursework is required 
for them to keep a job.

Recipients will be announced publicly at a 4 pm reception on Friday, April 28, 2023 at the Yavapai County Education Service 
Agency.

GiFTS (ESEYC) is a non-profit organization administered by a volunteer board of directors representative of various county 
communities. It was founded by the late Gladys Gardner, a former teacher who later became an Arizona legislator and ultimately, 
Yavapai County supervisor. She passed away on June 16, 2014, but bequeathed a substantial amount of her estate as a 
permanent endowment to support aspiring teachers from Yavapai County.

Current board members are Tara O'Neill and Danny Brown, co-presidents; Cory Gardner, vice president; Tim Carter, secretary; 
and Ray Newton, treasurer. Other board members include Lance Barnes, Leslie Horton, Jean Knight, Andy Smith, and Ron 
Minnich, emeritus.

PROSPECTIVE OR DISPLACED TEACHERS IS OPEN!!

Applications are accessible through the GiFTS website.

Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA

http://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship/
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Arizona high school seniors who attend classes in an Arizona School Board Association member district are invited to apply for 
ASBA scholarships. Students can apply for three different scholarships until Friday, March 31, 2023, at 5:00 pm.

The Jack Peterson Scholarship is awarded annually to at least one Arizona high school senior who plans to pursue education 
as the major course of study at the college/university level. Scholarship amounts vary year to year and typically range from 
$1,000 to $1,500. The scholarship was established in honor of ASBA Executive Director Jack Peterson, who served the 
association from 1991 to 1998.

Beginning in 2013, the Panfilo H. Contreras Honorary Scholarship was awarded by ASBA's Hispanic-Native American Indian 
Caucus. Hispanic and Native American Indian students are eligible to apply for this scholarship to support their attendance at an 
accredited post-secondary institution. Last year's scholarships were $1,000 each. 

The Georgie and Calvin Goode Student Scholarship was established by the ASBA Black Alliance in 2021 and first awarded in 
Spring 2022. Two scholarships of $1,250 each are available. Scholarships will be awarded to high school seniors who 
demonstrate an exceptional record of academic growth and a commitment to service to others.  Applicants must be a senior of 
Black or of African descent and planning to further education at an accredited post-secondary institution. 

Find links to the online applications at  .ASBA Student Scholarships Source: ASBA

Scholarships for 
High School Seniors

As of December 31, 2022, 3 Arizona school districts 
are at higher financial risk than other Arizona school 
districts based on analysis of 10 financial risk 
measures, decreasing from 6 districts in December 
2021, reported the Arizona Auditor General's office. 

The Arizona school district financial risk analysis 
uses a year-round process to gather and analyze 
the most current data available for the 10 financial 
risk measures and communicate with the identified 
highest-risk districts. Collectively, the measures 
relate to a district's overall financial risk of not being 
able to operate within its available cash resources 
and budget constraints.

The financial risk analysis information is available at 
Financial Risk Results.

Financial Risk
Assessment

Source: Meghan Hieger, Office of AG

Wild about STEM? 

Bring the family and 
join The City of 
Cottonwood for the 2023 Verde Valley SciTech 
Festival! 

This regional science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics festival will offer fun activities for all 
ages throughout the month of February. Make 
Southwest pinch pots, learn about archaeology, 
mining, birding, STEM careers, gardening, solar 
power, dark skies and so much more! 

In partnership with over 25 local organizations, this 
month-long celebration of STEM learning has 
something to offer everyone.

See the calendar of events for details at VV 
SciTechfest 2023 .

Contact Director Laurie Altringer at 
laurie@sciencevortex.org for more information.

Source: Laurie Altringer, Science Vortex Director

https://azsba.org/awards/student-awards/
https://frisk.azauditor.gov/
sciencevortex.org/vvscitechfest2023
sciencevortex.org/vvscitechfest2023
mailto:laurie@sciencevortex.org
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