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Nov 8

Dec 6

Jan 25

GENERAL ELECTION

New and Prospective Governing Board Members Training, 
YCESA Training Rm, dinner served, 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Yavapai Countywide Administrators Meeting, Cottonwood 
Oak Creek ESD, 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

2022

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

                    Nov 17 Clarkdale-Jerome    

Dec 22 YCESA Christmas      Jan 19 COCSD     

Feb 16 VACTE    Mar 16 Yavapai College, Clarkdale     

         Apr 20 Mingus     May 18 YCESA

Nov 16    Dec 21                             
Jan 18     Feb 15    

Mar 15    Apr 19     May 17 

Christmas 
lunch

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm
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SUPPORT SCHOOL TEAMS!

NOVEMBER

The pandemic has pushed American students back to the last century in math and reading achievement, according to the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) tests, known as the Nation's Report Card. 

Results for the test in Spring 2022—the first main NAEP for these grades since the pandemic began—show the biggest drop in 
math performance in 4th and 8th grades since the testing program began in 1990. In reading, 4th and 8th graders likewise are 
performing on par with students in the 1990s, and about a third of students in both grades can't read at even the “basic” 
achievement level—the lowest level on the test.

Academic declines on NAEP were sweeping, spanning low-income and wealthier students, boys and girls, and most racial or 
ethnic groups in both subjects and grades.

    

% Scoring Below 

Basic  

Achievement 

State Average 

(out of 500 pts) 
Change over 2019

National Average 

(out of 500 pts) 
Change over 2019

MATH

Grade 4 ĊĆÃ 6↓   وىو 235  ↓5

Grade 8 ÇČÃ و ی و    ↓9 273  ↓8

READING

Grade 4 ĊEÃ 1↓  يوو 216  ↓3

Grade 8 ĊČÃ no change  آليو 259  ↓3

2022 NAEP Scores -- Arizona The average NAEP math score fell 5 points in 4th grade, to 
236 out of 500, and in 8th grade fell 8 points, to 274 out of 
500. In prior years, the top-performing 10 percent of math 
students held their ground, while the lowest-achieving 
students fell. This time, however, math achievement fell 
across every percentile, even for the highest performers. 

The promising news is that in Arizona, students performed at 
or near the national average in both subjects in 2022, just as 
they did in 2019 NAEP. And although the state's latest NAEP 
scores show declines in math during the first two years of the 
pandemic, reading scores held steady. 

Find the full report at .Nations Report Card

Source: NCES.Ed.Gov

The Nation’s Report Card 2022 Released

Project Linus Prescott/Yavapai County Chapter provides loves and a sense of security, warmth 
and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts 
of NEW handmade quilts and afghans, lovingly created by volunteer "blanketeers."  Yavapai 
County children will be cozy and warm this winter with the Linus Club quilts donation provided to 
the Yavapai County Education Service Agency for distribution to schools!

Representing the blanketeers, Maureen Carr delivered stacks of bright and beautiful, hand-
crafted quilts to the YCESA office. Oh the volunteer time, talent, and supplies they provide to 
keep our children secure!

On behalf of our county's children, THANK YOU to the Linus Club for their generosity and love.

Blanketeers Share Talents, Love

Maureen Carr and Jen Miller (YCESA)

Source: Jennifer Miller, YCESA Nurse Supervisor

https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
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The State Board of Education (SBE) approved accountability cut scores for the A-F plans for the 2021-2022 school year. The A-F 
plans are at .   Approved A-F Plans

The Board adopted Prior Year (PY) letter grade cuts for K-8 schools, which are the same letter grade cuts from the 2018-2019 A-
F system. It voted to use standard deviation (SD) for 9-12 schools and for alternative schools. Standard deviation utilizes the 
current data in the school year to find the appropriate cuts based upon the spread of scores. Below are the adopted cut scores. 

The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) has calculated letter grades using schools' data and the approved cut scores that 
are above. ADE now has released letter grades. (See below).

The Board also approved policies and procedures for appealing 2021-2022 A-F letter grades, which can be found  Appealing A-F.
Schools will have two weeks after letter grades are released to appeal a letter grade based on mitigating circumstances. State 
Board staff will use an electronic appeals form through Google Forms. The appeals form will not open until ADE releases letter 
grades.

ADE estimates that for K-8 schools there will be 143 F schools and 128 D schools. For 9-12 schools they estimate 62 F schools 
and 38 D schools. 

K-8 

max min max min max min max min max min

PY (2019) 

Cut Scores
100 84.67 84.66 72.39 72.38 60.11 60.1 47.83 47.82 0

9-12 

max min max min max min max min max min

Standard 

Deviation
100 83 82 66 65 49 48 32 31 0

Alternative

max min max min max min max min max min

Standard 

Deviation
100 84 83 66 65 48 47 30 29 0

Ė Ę F G Ğ

Ė Ę F G Ğ

Ė Ę F G Ğ

Source: Arizona School Administrators

2021-2022 A-F Plans for Schools Approved 

Congratulations to Clarkdale-Jerome School District Supt. Danny Brown and Yavapai Accommodation School District Executive 
Officer Kellie Burns on their re-election to their seats on the Forest Fee Management Association (FFMA) Board. 

They represent Group 3 schools (Bagdad, Beaver Creek, Clarkdale-Jerome, Mayer, Mountain Institute, and VACTE) and Group 1 
schools (Crown King, Hillside, Skull Valley, Williamson Valley, Yarnell, and YASD), respectively. 

Board Representatives Re-elected to FFMA

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The Arizona Department of Education released the Arizona schools A-F grades for 2021-2022. This is the first time since 2019 
(before the pandemic) that this program has been used.

The ADE A-F Grade system measures year-to-year student academic growth, proficiency on English language arts, math and 
science, the proficiency and academic growth of English language learners, indicators that an elementary student is ready for 
success in high school and that high school students are ready to succeed in a career or higher education and high school 
graduation rates. 

Check out the 2021-2022 A-F grades for all county district and charter schools here

                               Yavapai County 2021-2022 A-F

Thank you to Clarkdale-Jerome Supt. Danny Brown for breaking this down.

2021-2022 A-F Grades for Yavapai Schools

11/01/2022                                                                                                                      

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

https://azsbe.az.gov/f-school-letter-grades
https://www.azsa.org/docs/FINAL_A-F_Appeals_Policies_and_Procedures_21-22_66866dx0bwki1klegcu11v0qekllp.pdf
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2022-A-F-county.pdf
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Source: C. Claybourn, US News, 10/20/2022  

Cellphones in Schools?

A three-year grant to Arizona Student Opportunity Collaborative 
(AzSOC) will create access to high-quality, virtual college and 
career advising for rural students.

The Carl & Marilynn Thoma Foundation has awarded a $1 million 
grant to AzSOC to support the expansion of the organization's 
college and career advising offerings. 

AzSOC is a virtual platform created by rural educators for rural 
students, offering students in Arizona the chance to take advanc-
ed courses with top teachers from across the state. The program 
particularly benefits students at smaller or underserved schools 
that do not have the capacity to provide a full line-up of AP or dual 
credit courses. AzSOC's main innovation lies in recruiting under-
utilized teachers like existing or retired instructors who are 
certified to teach advanced courses but are not currently teaching.

Earlier this year, AzSOC received $6 million in federal Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) III funds, 
allowing the program to scale to reach more than 6,000 students 
annually across Arizona over the next three years. The Thoma 
Foundation's grant will increase impact by funding an integral 
expansion of college and career advising built on AzSOC's 
existing infrastructure. 

As AzSOC broadens access to advanced dual-credit and AP 
courses, advising is the next step toward improving long-term 
educational outcomes for Arizona's rural and underserved high 
school students.

Yavapai County Education Service Agency is the fiscal agent for 
AzSOC.

Read the Full Press Release Here

Register Here

$1M Grant Awarded

Source: Thoma Foundation

FAFSA Support

Source: AzSOC

11/01/2022                                                                                                                      

Mental health and school safety are top of mind for supporters 
and opponents of phone use in schools.  While some edu-
cators feel there's a place for smartphones in the classroom, 
others see them as a distraction and source of cyberbullying. 
Research indicates they can have a negative effect on learning 
and attention. 

By 2020, 77% of schools reported prohibiting cellphones for 
non-academic use, according to the federal National Center for 
Education Statistics.

When schools shifted to virtual learning during the COVID-19 
pandemic, however, policies to limit or ban cellphones became 
meaningless, as many students relied on their phones for both 
schoolwork and entertainment.

Now, educators say they're seeing smartphone dependence 
become a difficult habit to break in classrooms that are hoping 
to return to pre-pandemic procedures.

Read more at U.S. News . Cellphones in School

Arizona Student Opportunity Collaborative (AzSOC) is working to fill instructional and curricular gaps for rural students and 
schools across the state.

With the FAFSA window recently opened, AzSOC has created a short course to take students and their families through the 
process of applying for financial aid for post-secondary education.

There are two ways to take this course at no cost:
1. AzSOC will create a copy of the course for any school wanting one, and the school can designate one of their teachers, 

counselors, or administrators to teach the class. AzSOC will help with details.
2. AzSOC is offering the course directly to students, who can enroll themselves or through their schools. If interested, please 

contact Glen Lineberry at .glen.lineberry@azsoc.org

http://thomafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Thoma-2022-Press-Release-AzSOC_FINAL.pdf
https://ycesa.com/countywide-registration/
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21_233.50.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21_233.50.asp
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/articles/cellphones-in-school-what-to-know?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20Weekly%20Roundup:%20K-12%20Dive:%20Daily%20Dive%2010-22-2022&utm_term=K-12%20Dive%20Weekender
mailto:glen.lineberry@azsoc.org
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Grants, competitions, awards, 
and more! Large, multi-year 
projects for districts or smaller 
enhancements for classrooms 
...we’ll share what we find in 
grant opportunities. Click here 
to take a look at these!

  YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the 
website. Here are just some NEW opportunities we’ve 
uncovered:

Panera Bread Foundation       Day-End Dough Donation
Open            Accepted year round 
Donations to charities and schools dedicated to feeding those in 
need. Donate their unsold bread, bagels, and baked goods at the 
end of end of every night.

Laura Bush Foundation        Grants for America's Libraries
Awards vary            Nov 30, 2022
To support the neediest schools in updating, extending and 
diversifying the book and print collections of their libraries. To 
encourage students to develop a love of reading and learning.

Air & Space Forces Association         Educator Grants
Up to $500 ea            Dec 15, 2022
For projects that will significantly influence student learning; 
development of innovative aerospace activities within the 
prescribed curriculum is encouraged. Classroom science or 

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website. 

Milan Eaton, State e-Rate Director for Schools, provides the follow-
ing update for all Arizona schools and e-Rate vendors. 

Form 470:  Form 470 window is OPEN. Help Eaton and your 
consultant by not waiting to the last minute to post. If you need 
Category 2 hardware, get your list together and remember to NOT 
specify a vendor in your submission. 

Form 471:  The 471 window opening has not yet been announced. 
It is predicted to open in February 2023. 

Form 486 Due:  After receiving your FCDL and within 120 days of 
services starting. you need to file your Form 486 for the services 
requested on your Form 471 for the year. If you need assistance, 
contact your consultant or Eaton. 

CIPA Inquiries:  There are more CIPA inquiries than normal. Make 
sure you have your information ready (policy in place and board 
approved). Full info requirements are at https://www.usac.org/e-
rate/applicant-process/starting-services/cipa/.

ACP Program (Home Internet Connectivity):  This benefit 
provides a discount of up to $30 per month on internet service for 
eligible households and up to $75 per month for households on 
qualifying Tribal lands. Eligible households can also receive a one-
time discount of up to $100 to purchase a laptop, desktop 
computer, or tablet from participating providers if they contribute 
$10 - $50 toward the purchase price. Send this information home 
with students so their parents may take advantage of this program. 

More information can be found at https://www.fcc.gov/acp.

If you need support or have questions, contact YCESA e-Rate 
Director Frank VanderHorst at  or frank.vanderhorst@yavapaiaz.gov
State e-Rate Director Milan Eaton at 623-332-6357.

Source, Milan Eaton, State e-Rate Director

e-Rate Update

11/01/2022                                                                                                                      

mailto:tim.carter@yavapaiaz.us
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.usac.org%2fe-rate%2fapplicant-process%2fstarting-services%2fcipa%2f&c=E,1,6uuNjAaxcncMzlSlWnhuuu4xoZbmpLk9Si5OrdsNhRMtQqJ1znebHbjla-hNC_HnbEsWFM0ycH5LHfc9jzRVwhbbGxOdSrGTtjU5NUOGbG3muw,,&typo=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.usac.org%2fe-rate%2fapplicant-process%2fstarting-services%2fcipa%2f&c=E,1,6uuNjAaxcncMzlSlWnhuuu4xoZbmpLk9Si5OrdsNhRMtQqJ1znebHbjla-hNC_HnbEsWFM0ycH5LHfc9jzRVwhbbGxOdSrGTtjU5NUOGbG3muw,,&typo=0
https://www.fcc.gov/acp
mailto:frank.vanderhorst@yavapaiaz.gov
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The four community college districts in northern Arizona 
have entered into a partnership agreement to better serve 
students.

The presidents of Coconino Community College, Northland 
Pioneer College, Yavapai College and Mohave Community 
College recently signed an intergovernmental agreement 
called the Northern Arizona Community College 
Partnership.

According to an MCC news release, the NACCP calls on 
the districts to collaborate and combine resources to better 
serve citizens and communities throughout northern 
Arizona.

Efforts include sharing college courses to improve student 
success and completion and enhancing workforce develop-
ment by utilizing each district's vast array of unique 
programs.

The innovative agreement states that the districts will 
“exercise efficient and maximal use of available educational 
resources through common and complementary resources 
of each institution.” The colleges will specifically focus 
efforts to collaborate in areas of credit and non-credit 
offerings, curriculum development, data sharing, business 
functions, student services and other support services to 
provide a cooperative higher education network for 
residents of Northern Arizona which includes Mohave, 
Navajo, Apache, Yavapai and Coconino counties.

The four northern Arizona college districts will also work to-
gether to strengthen their partnerships with K-12 instit-
utions, universities, and workforce development partners. 
Board members from each district have approved the 
agreement, and the districts began working together under 
the agreement on Oct. 1, 2022.

Northern AZ Community 
Colleges Partnership

Source: Kingman/Mohave County Miner, 10/4/2022

Yavapai County School Superintendent Tim Carter has an-
nounced a vacancy on the Yavapai College District Governing 
Board for District 5. A map and general geographical areas of the 
district are .here

Current Board Member Mitch Padilla's resignation is due to his 
becoming the Prescott Justice of the Peace. 

To be eligible to hold this seat, a person must be a registered voter 
who resides in District 5, be a US citizen, be at least 18 years of 
age, possess his/her civil rights, and may not be nor have a 
spouse employed by the college district. This is a non-partisan 
seat, and the appointment will reflect that statutory requirement.

If you are interested in filling the vacancy, send a letter of interest 
and a resume toTim Carter, Yavapai County School Super-
intendent, Yavapai County Education Service Agency, 2970 
Centerpointe East, Prescott, AZ 86301 or fax 928-771-3329 or 
email  . Please include information Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov
about yourself, including education and work experience, why you 
would like to serve, your residence, mailing address, email, and 
home/work phone. You may include up to three letters of 
recommendation of support if you wish.

Deadline for receipt of letters of interest, resumes and letters of 
recommendation is Friday, Oct. 28, 2022, at 5:00 pm.

Supt. Carter, as usual with community college appointments, will 
use a five-member Candidate Review Committee of District 5 
residents including a taxpayer, faculty member, students, elected 
official and workforce development individual. After review of 
applications, the committee will interview candidates on Nov. 10, 
and select three candidates for consideration by Carter. He will 
meet individually with other board members as well as members of 
the public on Nov. 15. 

The appointment should be announced Nov. 23. The term is Jan. 
1, 2023 – Dec. 31, 2026.

If you have questions, please call Supt. Carter at 928-925-6560.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Board Opening

Findlay Prescott Subaru honored 25 Yavapai County teachers 
on Sept. 30th. These are the outstanding educators who had 
been featured in the Yavapai County Education Foundation 
(YCEF) Tribute to Teachers magazine last spring and were 
selected in a random drawing. Each teacher received a $500 
AdoptAClassroom grant, a total $12,500 cash donation. 

This is the second year that Findlay Prescott Subaru has 
sponsored this event and made the donation. YCEF President 
Michael Ellegood and David Mac MacFarlane addressed the 
group, patting teachers on the back for a job very well done.

Next year, the plan is to add a week long collection of 
backpacks and school supplies at the Findlay Prescott Subaru 
dealership on Willow Creek Road, in addition to the cash 
awards.

Thank you to Findlay Prescott Subaru and YCEF for supporting 
our teachers.

Findlay Prescott Subaru and YCEF Honor Teachers

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

511/01/2022                                                                                                                      

https://yavapaiaz.gov/district5/district-map
mailto:Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov


Yavapai County Education Service Agency and Coconino County Education Service Agency is partnering in grant-funded 
projects in Mental Health, Nursing, and Teacherage projects. The funds had been awarded with YCESA serving as fiscal agent. 
However, due to the lack of Yavapai County Budget Capacity since YCESA has already accepted large block grants this year, the 
Arizona Department of Education will issue these funds with CCESA as the fiscal agent.

Both service agencies will continue working together to carry out the terms of projects to serve mental health, nursing, and 
teacher housing needs in the two counties.

611/01/2022                                                                                                                      

YCESA and CCESA Partner On Projects
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U.S. Office of Special Education Programs emphasized in a letter to state directors of special education that federal special 
education law requires elementary, middle and high school special education teachers to hold a bachelor's degree and be fully 
certified to teach special education.

Special education teachers and related services personnel may not have their certification or license requirements waived on an 
emergency, temporary or provisional basis, the letter said. Teachers participating in alternate routes to obtain a special education 
certificate must follow certain requirements to be in compliance with federal rules.

The special education field faces severe staff shortages. As states set policies to remove certain teacher requirements to fill  
vacancies, OSEP warns that, according to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), states must ensure special 
educators are adequately prepared and trained

Source: K. Arundel, K-12 Dive,10/5/2022

Special Ed Teachers MUST Have Degree, Certification

The Arizona Department of Education is allocating $1 million in federal COVID-19 relief funds to help public school educators 
pay for classroom supplies. The funds will be used to match donations that individuals make through the nonprofit website 
DonorsChoose.

Teachers can post requests for assistance on DonorsChoose, allowing the public to peruse the requests and decide which 
appeals to support.

DonorsChoose and the state education department partnered earlier this year to provide $19 million to 24,508 Arizona teachers.

“We're proud to again partner with DonorsChoose and the greater Arizona community in support of our state's students and 
teachers,” Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction Kathy Hoffman said in a statement.

All pre-K through12th grade public school educators are eligible for the matching funds, according to ADE.    

“Far too many teachers in Arizona dip into their bank accounts to provide basic resources for their students,” Hoffman said   .

ADE will immediately double an individual's donation to an eligible classroom. But if a project does not meet its donation goal, 
the state's matching dollars will be applied to another teacher's project. 

Click here to go to .DonorsChoose and AZ DOE

ADE Doubling DonorsChoose Donations

Source: E. Forquor, AZ Republic, 10/06/2022

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

https://www.k12dive.com/news/arizona-law-removes-bachelors-degree-requirement-for-teachers/627128/
https://www.donorschoose.org/
https://www.azed.gov/communications/arizona-department-education-pledges-1-million-support-educators-and-students
https://www.donorschoose.org/donors/search.html?matchingId=2442
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