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Oct 6

Nov 8

Dec 6

Jan 25

New and Prospective Governing Board Members Training, 
YCESA Training Rm, dinner served, 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

GENERAL ELECTION

New and Prospective Governing Board Members Training, 
YCESA Training Rm, dinner served, 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Yavapai Countywide Administrators Meeting, Cottonwood 
Oak Creek ESD, 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

2022-2023

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

          Sedona   Clarkdale-Jerome      Oct 20   Nov 17
Dec 22 Jan 19YCESA Christmas   COCSD     

Feb 16 Mar 16 VACTE  Yavapai College, Clarkdale     

         Apr 20 May 18 Mingus   YCESA

Oct 19   Nov 16   
Dec 21                 Jan 18     Feb 15    

Mar 15    Apr 19     May 17 

Christmas 
lunch

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs delivered the bad news last week to The Save Our Schools Arizona. 
political action committee failed to gather 118,823 legal and completed signatures as required by the state to block 
universal voucher expansion legislation from going into effect. They submitted10,200 petition sheets with 141,714 

signatures. The Secretary of State’s office completed the statutorily prescribed review and determined the number 
of legible petition signatures did not meet the constitutional minimum. 

Arizona's  (ESAs) are vouchers that provide public taxpayer money for students' private Empowerment Scholarship Accounts
school tuition.

Save Our Schools Arizona said their initial estimate of signatures collected was impacted by the large number of petitions 
returned in the final days and hours.

“We are so grateful for our volunteers' tireless efforts to stop this harmful law designed to dismantle our public education system, 
our network will never stop fighting to fully fund out local community schools and halt the privatization of our education system,” 
Save Our Schools Arizona said in a press release.

Source: R. Romo, L. Irish, AZEDNews, 9/30/2022

ESA Update:  Not Enough Signatures to Block Voucher Expansion

Governing board member elections may be top of the mind for many voters in 
the November general election though they most often appear at the bottom of 
the ballot.

Paul Bentz, senior vice president of research and strategy at HighGround 
Public Affairs Consultants said during a presentation to Arizona Association of 
School Business Officials, “Traditionally, as you get further down the ballot, we 
see a recession in voter participation. It can be as much as a 20% to 30% 
reduction.” 

However, that could change in the Nov. 8 general elections after a year of heightened public focus on school boards' decisions. 
Demographics may play a role in these traditionally nonpartisan school board elections, so school board members should share 
what's happening in schools with their communities, Bentz said.

Visit  to see the Yavapai County governing board candidates who will appear on the November YCESA Election Candidates 2022
ballot. Most importantly, VOTE in your district elections.

Source: L. Irish, AZEdNews, 9/22/2022

Focus on Governing Board Elections 

With all school sites required to have emergency response plans developed in conjunction with local law enforcement and 

hospitals, YCESA is providing helpful resources and connections for schools, as well as law enforcement, emergency 

management, and public health agencies. Check it out on the YCESA website at Crisis Intervention & Resources - YCESA.

Crisis Intervention Resources Available

Source: Joe Donaldson, YCESA Director of Clinical Services 
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https://ycesa.com/election-candidates-2022/
https://ycesa.com/support-services/crisis-management/


2

Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter is pleased to announce the appointment 
of Ruth Ellen Elinski to the Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD Governing Board. With 
the opening occurring during an election cycle, Carter held the position vacant 
until the election process could yield a successor.

Elinski was the one qualified, non-incumbent candidate for the seat and was 
willing to start the interim term prior to her own term beginning in January, 2023.

Thank you and congratulations to Ruth Ellen!

New Governing  Board Members

Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD Welcomes Elinski

Ruth Ellen Elinski and Supt. Tim Carter

Also appointed by Supt. Carter is Mr. David Price, to the Sedona Oak Creek UJSD Governing Board. The non-partisan seat was 
vacant due to a resignation. Price's term will expire Dec. 31, 2024.

Mr. Price completed high school in San Jose, CA and completed his B.S. in Physical Science at the U.S. Naval Academy. He also 
holds two Master's degrees. Price is retired from the U.S. Navy where he served as an aviator, engineer, and educator. He and 
his wife have resided in Sedona since 2020

Mr. Carter interviewed five applicants for the seat and spoke with current board members, district staff, and community members. 
He believes Price's STEM background and ability to relate to all segments of the community will be assets in his new role.

Congratulations, David!

Price Selected to Serve Sedona-Oak Creek JUSD

The Yavapai County Education Service Agency is proud to be working closely with the Coconino County Education Service 
Agency to better leverage collective resources.

CCESA is taking the lead in joint professional development opportunities. Yavapai County schools can attend most of these at no-
cost. 

                                              Check out the online  here for available PD.CCESA PD Catalog
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Joint Professional 
Development Opportunities
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YCESA Nursing Supervisor Jennifer Miller shares some required documents and 
valuable information for the administration of albuterol and ephinephrine in 
schools.

Yavapai County has authorized standing orders for stock albuterol and epinephrine 
for your students. Please complete the following documents and return via email to 
Sally.Slater@yavapaiaz.gov if you are in need of standing orders. 

Ÿ Rx for Albuterol

Ÿ Standing Order for Albuterol (signed)

Ÿ Standing Order for Epinephrine

The following links are provided to assist schools in implementing this program:

Ÿ Protocol of Emergency Administration of Epinephrine in Schools

Ÿ  Albuterol Online Training

Please reach out if you have questions after reviewing these posted links. 

A big thank you to Dr. Thrift and Sally Slater for facilitating this program! And to Jen 
Miller for keeping us informed.

Source: YCESA Jen Miller, Nursing Supervisor

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Epi and Albuterol Standing Orders

Recent USDA data shows the two-year 
implementation of universal school meals 
curbed child hunger during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

However, preliminary data also shows 
participation in the program has decreased. 

Source:  A. Merod, K-12 Dive, 9/12/2022 

School Meal 
Participation Drops
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https://coconino.az.gov/DocumentCenter/View/53159/CCESA-PD-Catalog-Aug-2022?bidId=
mailto:Sally.Slater@yavapaiaz.gov
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Rx-for-Albuterol.pdf
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/SO-for-Albuterol-SIGNED.pdf
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/SO-for-Epi.pdf
epinephrine-auto-injector-online-training-presentation-uarizona.pdf
https://www.azasthma.org/resources/Documents/Access%20to%20Online%20Training%20Instructions.pdf
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For the past two years, the requirements for 
free and reduced-price school meals were 
waived, which allowed schools to provide 
free food to students regardless of their 
household income.

Families now again need to apply for the 
free-and-reduced price school meals.

Children in households with incomes at or below 130% of the 
federal poverty level qualify for free school meals. For a house-
hold of four, this translates to an annual household income of 
$36,075 or less. 

Households with incomes between 130% and 185% of the 
federal poverty level qualify for reduced-price meals. That's an 
annual income for a four-person household between $36,075 
and $51,338. These families can't be charged more than 40 
cents for lunch and 30 cents for breakfast.

Children are automatically eligible for free meals if anyone in 
their household is in certain public assistance programs, includ-
ing the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

Free and reduced school food program applications can typically 
be found on school district websites. Get the word out!

Applications are accepted by schools at any time. 

Source: AZCentral, 9/16/2022

School Lunches No Longer Free

                    It is official! The Yavapai County Education 
Service Agency (YCESA) has received its Cognia Accred-
itation renewal certificate for the next five-year cycle. Cognia 
represents the North Central Association Commission on 
Accreditation and School Improvement, the Northwest 
Accreditation Commission, and the Southern Association of 
Colleges and School Improvement. 

The YCESA is proud to be one of the 36,000 schools, 
systems, and education service agencies to be accredited in 
85 countries. 

This renewal includes ongoing accreditation for Aspire High 
School, Prescott Lakes Parkway School, and Yavapai County 
High School. All are committed to continuous improvement. 

Thanks to everyone, especially the YCESA staff and local 
education agencies within Yavapai County and throughout 
Arizona, who share that commitment and help us meet our 
mission, to “listen, innovate and serve.” 

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

YCESA Accreditation Officially Renewed

Register Here

Grants, competitions, awards, 
and more! Large, multi-year 
projects for districts or 
smaller enhancements for 
classrooms ...we’ll share 
what we find in grant 
opportunities. Click here to 
take a look at these!

  YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the website. 
Here are just some NEW opportunities we’ve uncovered:

SRP       History and Social Science Grants
Up to $2,500 ea      Feb 28,  2023
To help educators present academic content and teach skills in the 
interrelated disciplines of history, geography, civics, government and 
economics.

Air & Space Forces Assoc      AFA Educator Grants
$500 ea       Dec 15, 2022
Promotes aerospace education activities in K-12 classrooms that 
encourage development of innovative aerospace activities within the 
curriculum.

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website. 

Arizona School Administrator Executive Director Dr. Paul Tighe shared with educators that 
HB2325 from the 55th Legislature requires September 11th of each year to be observed as 9/11 
Education Day. Each public school in the state shall dedicate a portion of that school day to 
age-appropriate 9/11 education.

The State Board of Education has adopted resources for schools to use to meet these 
requirements. You can find these at  . .9/11 Instructional Resources

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Resources for 9/11 Education Day 

10/01/2022                                                                                                                      
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https://ycesa.com/countywide-registration/
mailto:tim.carter@yavapaiaz.us
https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/k-12standards/social-studies-resource


4

During the recent joint YCETC and FFMA Board meetings, the 
groups realized they did not have valid contact information for 
ALL Yavapai County school district IT Directors. Both organ-
izations would like to notify the IT directors of meetings and 
discussion topics 

Supt. Tim Carter is requesting school leaders to provide their IT 
Directors' names and emails to   or Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov .  

Thank you in advance for your help.

Congratulations to Humboldt Unified 
School District Superintendent John 
Pothast, who was honored last month 
with the Arizona State University Digital 
Innovation Award.  

Presented at the Arizona Rural Schools 
Annual Conference in Flagstaff, the award centers on his 
support for “personalized learning,” the hallmark of his 
efforts at HUSD.

Hats off to you, Supt. Pothast, for a job well done!

Humboldt USD
Supt. Pothast Honored

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Help! IT Director
 Contacts Needed 

Coconino County Education Service Agency still has a few seats available for Yavapai County school districts to attend the 
PREPaRE Training in Flagstaff.  The no-cost professional development training is on October 12th (WS-1), and October 13-
14th (WS-2). 

Please contact Joe Donaldson at  or Jenn Nelson at  if you have an Joe.Donaldson@yavapaiaz.us Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.us
interest in attending. 

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The Yavapai County Community Health Services has produced this 
4” x 5” card for districts and charter schools to share with their 
students to take home. It provides a quick access for kids, school 
nurses, parents, and teachers to find out where COVID-19 testing 
locations are near them.

School districts and charters may pick up cards at the YCESA office 
if they did not receive these in inner office mail. 

Just scan the code for a list of testing sites in your areas.

10/01/2022                                                                                                                      

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

COVID Testing Sites

mailto:Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
mailto:Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov
mailto:Joe.Donaldson@yavapaiaz.us
mailto:Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.us
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Contest runs August 22 – October 2, 2022

Plan 2022 Essay Writing

The Yavapai County Elections Department is 
recruiting Student Poll Workers. The Legislature has 
allowed this practice for several years, suggesting it 
is a hands-on way of getting young people involved 
in the elections 

The Student Poll Worker Application is available by 
clicking on the link. Please share this information 
with all eligible students. 

Source: Amanda Fenton, Yavapai County Elections

Grand Canyon University is reaching out to Arizona school 
superintendents with its Arizona STEM Acceleration Project. The 
GCU K-12 Educational Development team announced that Canyon 
Professional Development is providing up to 30 hours of PD to all 
teachers who are selected to participate. There are 450 slots to be 
filled!

Arizona STEM Teacher Fellow Benefits include:
● $4,500 teacher stipend upon completion.  ● Classroom materials 
up to $2000 ● Engagement with professional development 
organizations statewide. ● Up to $100 to join an AZ professional 
STEM organization of their choice. ● Networking with educator 
professionals statewide.  ● Collaborate on STEM issues affecting 
Arizona. ● Teachers completing each year of the program will 
receive a certificate as an Arizona STEM Acceleration Project Fellow 
and be recognized as an Arizona STEM leader through the ASU 
Center for Science and the Imagination.

Additional details of the program are at  AZ STEM Acceleration 
Project.

The project's  is here. Teacher Fellows Application

Contact Marni Landry, Director of K-12 STEM Outreach, at 
marni.landy@gcu.edu .

Source: Dr. Cherryl Paul GCU

STEM 
Professional Development 

        Optimum is the new name of Altice USA, the 
communications company working with Yavapai 
County on the installation of a multi-million dollar 
broadband project. 

Optimum and TelevisaUnivision have announced the 
Annual Hispanic Heritage Essay Contest.

This year they are asking middle and high school 
students to think about Hispanics who have made, or 
are making, connections within their communities. 
Prizes include a $3,000 scholarship and iPads! 

More information including the official rules can be 
found at www.Optimum.com/HHM

 

Source: Nicole Benko, Optimum

Hispanic 
Heritage Essay Contest

https://www.yavapaivotes.gov/files/assets/elections/documents/student-poll-worker-application.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B0R5qCo7-E9kNnnUB0k1DiHHTALPg2EL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B0R5qCo7-E9kNnnUB0k1DiHHTALPg2EL/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnCj0OmuMgkdeHgPgRHg0iRrcuGJzHmOhNbdh0hzm4WsQLbg/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0w-GVHZre2YMt0UcdYK4q_vt5k0P-Awys4qYtYbRO6YE-EclOVk4YVRTw
mailto:marni.landy@gcu.edu
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.optimum.com%2fHHM&c=E,1,is5DqW0h-qIgnbKeTy4s_csJPmQK24bV_SFZ6OEdHuVCcBgI5ju9gpKd0RFMVAdGVA4ft6iFa08K7qw-_gFaWzCa_KIF6FMhLv-26qPxA9ZWuBgWYQ,,&typo=0
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