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TBA

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

June 15 

July 11

Aug 31

Nov 8

YCESA Community Forum “The Powers and Duties of Governing 
Boards,” YCESA Training Rm, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Governing Board Candidate filing deadline, YCESA Elections Office, 
5:00 pm

Yavapai Countywide Administrators Meeting, Humboldt USD, 
Prescott Valley, TBD

GENERAL ELECTIONS

Aug 18    Sep 21    Oct 19,
Nov 16    Dec 21    Jan 18

Feb 15    Mar 15    Apr 19    May 17 

20222022

Headlines across our nation have raged on after another tragic day in America's education system. Leaving 21 dead, the 
shooting at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, TX, follows 77 previous incidents of gunfire on school grounds nationwide 
this year alone, 14 more deaths and 45 injuries. This one took second, third, and fourth graders.

Sadness and confusion in classrooms to school boardrooms to education advocates' offices to Capitol Hill lead to familiar yet 
unimaginable words. Columbine High School, Sandy Hook Elementary School, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.

There are more questions than answers as we all try to process what's happening in our schools. 

Many school administrators also focused on practical advice they can offer their staff as they work through their own grief 
while comforting students and families. 

And we all ask “How can our schools and communities work together to prevent this violence?”

The Yavapai County Education Service Agency sends our deepest condolences to the victims, their families, school staff, 
first responders, and all in the foothill region of Texas and to those impacted in schools everywhere in this country. 

Arizona was again among the worst states in the nation for per pupil spending on 
K-12 education in 2020.

The numbers from a recent   said Arizona spent $8,785 per  Census Bureau report
pupil in 2020, ahead of only Utah and Idaho that year. And it was dead last – 51st 
among states and the District of Columbia – when it came to the amount spent on 
actual instruction, at $4,801 per pupil. 

Both were well below the national average of $13,494 overall and $8,176 on 
instruction per pupil for that year.

Along with the impact on educational services, this dismally low funding is re-
flected in the September 2021 statewide reporting that almost 26% of teaching 
vacancies were unfilled in Arizona, and 55% of those vacancies were then filled 
by teachers who did not meet the certification requirements, according to the 
Arizona School Personnel Administrators Association.

Arizona remains mired at the bottom of the rankings despite a 17.3% increase in 
per pupil funding between 2015 and 2020, according to the Census Bureau. But 
that still lagged behind the national average of an 18.5% increase during the 
period.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
              US Census Bureau

Arizona 48th in Per Pupil Funding Champions 
of 
Education 
teacher 
appreciation 
magazine, 
sponsored by the 
Yavapai County 
Education 
Foundation and 
The Daily 
Courier (2022) is 
available online. 

Click here  to read Champions of Education
this magazine in 3-D.

Both sponsors have given permission for 
districts and schools to add it to their own 
websites. Thank you to all who support 
Yavapai County educators!

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Sadness and Confusion in Our Schools

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/per-pupil-spending.html
https://cloud.3dissue.com/153878/154123/180152/2022teacherappreciation/index.html
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In the wake of the recent school 
shootings, several education 
services are compiling and offering 

connections to support parents and educators as they help 
children through making sense of traumatic events. 

The Arizona Education News Service (AZEdNews) has 
some tips and resources for addressing traumatic events with 
kids at AZEdNews Discussing Traumatic Events.

Trauma experts, mental health professionals, educators and 
others offer thoughts on how to support students. You'll find 
links to news stories, stories shared on social media, and frank 
discussions. The information is updated regularly.

eSchool News, another online education resource, has also 
suggested some helpful links to support students who are likely 
to be anxious, scared, and feeling uncertain during these 
unsettling times.

Here are some ways to talk to students to help them process 
the events: Source: L. Irish, AZEdNews 

              L. Ascione, eSchoolNews

Talking To Kids 
About Trauma And 

School Violence

Representing Arizona, 11-year-old Aliyah Alpert, Yavapai County’s own champion, spelled her way to the finals in 
the 94th Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC on June 2nd. Round 8 had her spelling “ajivika” (a 
"heterodox" school of Indian philosophy) as “ajivaka,” tying for 9th place of the 234 who competed.

Harini Logan,14, representing San Antonio, TX, was declared the winner of the 2022 Scripps National Spelling 
Bee in an historic spell-off after several rounds left two spellers tied. It was her fourth time competing in the bee.

This year, the spellers represented all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Department of Defense Schools in Europe. Spellers also came from the Bahamas, Canada, Germany and Ghana.

Congratulations, Aliyah. You are our champ!
Source: 2022 Scripps National Spelling Bee 

Yavapai County Education Foundation (YCEF) and Findlay Subaru partnered to further honor those 88 educators showcased in 
the “Champions of Education” teacher appreciation magazine. 

Findlay Subaru's general manager “Mac” MacFarlane went bigger than last year by donating $12,500 to provide 25 teachers 
each with a $500 Adopt-A-Classroom grant. YCEF selected the lucky winners by lottery.

We thank YCEF and Findlay Subaru for their generous support of our county educators.

These teachers will have $500 each for their classrooms:

       1. to keep discussions age-DotCom Therapy advises
appropriate, acknowledge and validate students' feelings, 
reaffirm their safety, keep to a normal schedule, monitor news 
and adult conversations, and take care of themselves as well.

     2. The has National Association of School Psychologists 
resources to help educators respond to school violence and 
reinforce school safety. 

     3. The offers a number   American Psychological Association
of tips for parents to discuss school trauma with their 
children–tips that educators can pass on to parents or can 
adapt for their schools and classrooms. 
     4. This resource from breaks down Common Sense Media 
advice by age range and includes a number of tips and safe 
ways to broach the topic of school violence.
     5. The National Center for School Crisis and Bereavement 
helps educators and parents work through school violence with 
students. Parents and teachers can begin by asking students 
what they understand about the events, telling the truth, and 
listening.
     6. The offers myriad American School Counselor Association 
resources on school violence, including what to do in the days 
immediately following a school shooting and how to help 

Jessica Marks - Aspire HS 
Leah Cunningham - Bagdad M/HS 
Melissa Howe - Camp Verde Elem
Jeff Luera - Camp Verde HS
Janice Fortier - Canon Elem
Macie Moyer - Chino Valley HS
Samantha Freeman - Clarkdale-Jerome Elem
Lily Davis - Cottonwood Community School
Kami Gastineau - Coyote Springs Elem

Janice Dunn - Del Rio Elem
Lacey Coonfield - Dr. Daniel Bright School 
Anika Van Ordean - Heritage MS
Melissa Walker - Humboldt Elem
Kim Dillon – Lincoln Elem 
Naomi Akans - Mingus Springs Charter 
Mike Dougherty - Mountain Institute CTED 
Deborah Griffin - Mountain View Elem

Taylor Kelling - Northpoint Expeditionary 
Becky Fitch - PACE Academy 
Lori Stuckman - Prescott Lakes Parkway School 
Robert Wentsch - Sedona Charter 
Dena Ford - Skyview School 
Elizabeth Tavasci - West Sedona Elem
Katie Sevey - Willow Creek Charter
Ginger Flaumenhaft - Yavapai County HS

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Awards for Education Champions
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https://azednews.com/daily-schools-update-its-teacher-appreciation-week/
https://www.dotcomtherapy.com/blog/talking-to-children-about-school-shootings
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/school-violence-prevention/responding-to-school-violence-tips-for-administrators
https://www.apa.org/topics/gun-violence-crime/shooting-aftermath
https://amp.commonsense.org/blog/0049de0d-2e62-48db-bec5-30fd52ac76b5
https://www.schoolcrisiscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Guidelines-Talking-to-Kids-About-Attacks-Two-Sided-Onesheet-Format.pdf
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Publications-Research/Publications/Free-ASCA-Resources/After-a-School-Shooting
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Register Here

Supt. Tim Carter provided the community 
the questions he might ask a potential 
Governing Board Member to determine 
his/her practical knowledge and 
understanding of school districts. It is 
important to ask real life and common-
sense questions that Boards would deal 
with while in office. 

What Should A
Governing Member 

Know?

As a political subdivision of the State of Arizona, governing 
boards can only deal with issues prescribed by law within their 
powers and duties. These are clearly outlined in education law, 
specifically in ARS Title 15-341 and 15-342. Statutes do not 
consider a District Governing Board to be a partisan body, but 
an operational one.

Review some questions a Board Member should be able to 
answer, in general terms, during the wait at the checkout line on 
the YCESA website at .Board Member Knowledge

These are not philosophical questions, but factual. With more 
contested governing board races in the county than ever before, 
voters will be challenged to do their homework to understand 
just what each candidate actually stands for.

YCESA is hosting an “in person” meeting at their YCESA 
Training room at 2970 Centerpointe East, Prescott on 
Wednesday, June 15th, 6 pm to 8 pm. 

At that time, Yavapai County Supt. Tim Carter will be providing 
brief answers to these questions of “What A Board Member 
Should Know,” as requested by local media. Other questions 
and discussion will be addressed as time allows.

The meeting will be of no cost to attend and will include pizza 
and drinks.  

This gathering will be an instructional event where a 
“community of learners” can discuss the powers and duties of 
Governing Boards, per statute. This is NOT a forum for 
discussing politics or campaigning.  
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The meeting is open to current 
Governing Board Members or Board 
candidates as well as any interested 
members of the public from the 25 
Yavapai County school districts or 
neighboring counties. 

There is seating capacity for about 80 
people. If you wish to participate, please 
contact Jenn Nelson at 
Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov to register.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/our-future-in-mind-youth-mental-health-awareness-conference-tickets-327553149287?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Youth+Mental+Health+Awareness+Conference
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Questions-for-a-School-District-Governing-Board-Member.pdf
mailto:Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
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Strategic Funding Town Hall

You and your team are cordially invited to 
Arizona Department of Education’s 

“Strategic Funding Team Town Hall” 
June 14th  3:00-4:30 pm (MST) 

We are invested in building efficient, effective, and 
sustainable fiscal practices across the state.

This Town Hall will feature critical agency updates and 
an “Office Hour” opportunity by ADE program area 
grant experts to assist you with specific questions 
about your grants.

We hope to connect with superintendents/charter 
leaders, business managers, and program grant 
specialists to provide actionable fiscal information and 
review best practices to gain insight and support your 
work. 

Register in Advance for this Meeting

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the town hall.

We are looking forward to learning from you!

Callie Kozlak Tyler, M.Ed. 
Chief of Staff,   Arizona Department of Education 

A new report from ACT finds evidence of grade inflation in high 
school seniors' grade point averages between 2010 and 2021, 
based on analyses of high school GPAs and ACT composite 
scores of more than 4.3 million students from 4,783 schools.

On average, high school GPAs increased 0.19 grade points, 
from 3.17 in 2010 to 3.36 in 2021. The three-year period 
between 2018 and 2021 saw more grade inflation than in the 
preceding eight years, growing by 0.1 grade points, according 
to the report.

Though GPAs increased, average ACT composite scores 
continued to decline, in 2021 reaching the lowest average score 
of the past decade, the report found. 

See the report at . ACT Grade Inflation Report

Source: A. Merod, K-12 Dive, 5/16/22

Grade Inflation in
High School GPAs

Yavapai County Education Service Agency thanks the Arizona 
School Risk Retention Trust (The Trust) for a $10,000 
donation to the YCESA Defensive Driving Certification 
Program. 

The Trust has been a long-term sponsor of the program that 
was developed many years ago in cooperation with the 
Arizona Department of Education (ADE) and the Admin-
istrative Office of the Courts (AOC). This funding allows 
teachers to obtain a Driver Education Endorsement on their 
Arizona Teaching Certificates.

We appreciate the partnership and continuing support of 
public education!

Supporting  
Education

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Yavapai County School Supt.Tim Carter has announced a 
vacancy on the Camp Verde USD Governing Board and the 
Bagdad USD Governing Board. Because of the proximity of 
these vacancies to the filing deadline for the November 
Governing Board elections, he will not fill these positions at 
this time.

Carter said, “Due to the timeline that filling this vacancy would 
require, it is in the best interest of all involved to wait until the 
nomination / election process is concluded to make an 
appointment. The appointment, expected to be in mid-
November after the canvass of election, will be of the non-
incumbent candidate who receives the highest number of 
votes in the election.”

Camp Verde USD's open seat is due to the resignation of 
long-time Board Member Bob Simbric. The school district has 
two four-year seats to be filled in this election cycle. Five 
candidates have indicated their intent to run. 

Bagdad USD has an open position due to the resignation of 
Mrs. Kate Pierce who is moving from the district. The school 
district has three positions open for election in November. One 
seat is a two-year term and two seats for four-year terms.

All school board elections in Arizona are nonpartisan. If an 
eligible registered voter is interested in running for election to 
the Camp Verde USD or Bagdad USD Governing Boards, 
please contact Jenn Nelson at 928-442-5138. Election 

information is available at .YCESA Elec�on Services

Open Board Positions 
Appointments To Be Delayed
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Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Congratulations to Yavapai County Education Foundation 
(YCEF) President Michael Ellegood on his recent appoint-
ment to the Arizona State Facilities Board by Governor Ducey. 
The appointment was confirmed by the Senate Education 
Committee. 

Ellegood is a retired civil engineer and has been a leader in 
the Yavapai County education community for many years. 

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Ellegood Appointed to Facilities Board

06/01/2022                                                                                                                      

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdOypqTspGdVaQN6fqPxA2u242Wi_Jvry
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/pdfs/Grade-Inflation-Continues-to-Grow-in-the-Past-Decade-Final-Accessible.pdf
https://ycesa.com/election-services/
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Grants, competitions, awards, and 
more! Large, multi-year projects for 
districts or smaller enhancements 
for classrooms ...we’ll share what 
we find in grant opportunities. Click 
here to take a look at these!

  YCESA Grants
There are more opportunities on the YCESA website. 

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the website. 
Here are just some NEW opportunities we’ve uncovered:

Tanger Outlets    Tanger KIDS Grant Program
Up to $2,500 ea       Jun 30, 2022
Funding for school programs that support education, students' futures, 
and fun in learning environments. Includes creating and implementing 
school-wide programs; purchasing new equipment or refurbishing 
existing equipment; increasing academic materials; and supporting 
athletic teams, band programs, and academic clubs. Teaching 
resources, uniforms, garden projects, special programs, and 
technology or related educational tools are also eligible for funding.

Freeport-McMoRan    Mini-Grants for Education
$100 - $500 ea       Open Jul 12 – Sep 10
To support projects in the areas of Environment; Mining, mineral and 
natural resources; Reading and literacy; STEM 

National Science Teachers Association and Toyota Foundation
Toyota Tapestry Grants for Science Teachers
Award Vary       Open deadline
Support for programs promoting education and literacy, environmental 
conservation, cross-cultural understanding, social welfare, and 
scientific research.

Yavapai County Education Service Agency (YCESA) E-
Rate Director Frank Vander Horse has let us know that we 
have taken another step to closing the Homework Gap. 
The Federal Communications Commission announced at 
the National Coalition for Technology in Education and 
Training a proposal to allow the use of federal funding for 
Wi-Fi in school buses. 

The Declaratory Ruling, if adopted, would allow E-Rate 
program funding to equip school buses with Wi-Fi, 
providing substantial benefits to students, including millions 
of students caught in the Homework Gap. The proposal 
would clarify that use of Wi-Fi, or similar access point 
technologies, on school buses serves an educational 
purpose and the provision of such service is therefore 
eligible for E-Rate funding.

Vander Horst states. “We are expecting this to be approved 
for E-rate funding for the 2023-24 school year. It still has to 
be voted on by the full Commission.  Given the strong 
support for this in the U.S. Senate, we are anticipating that 
it will be approved.”

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

School Bus Wi-Fi 
On The Way

Supporting Arizona students through engaging, fun, 

educational Summer Camps — all at no cost to you

Launched by the Office of the Governor Doug Ducey, AZ 
OnTrack Summer Camp will enrich, advance, and connect 
eligible pre-K through 12 Arizona students in the ways they 
need to help them enter the 2022-23 school year with greater 
excitement and confidence. 

You can find the camps near you, how to sign up, what kids will 
do in the camps, camp schedules, and other frequently asked 

questions at .AZOnTrack Camps
Source: AZ OnTrack

The Biden administration is expected to soon release its proposed Title IX regulations almost a year after kicking off its review 
of the federal civil rights law prohibiting sex discrimination in schools. The new version will be the third set of policies in just as 
many administrations. 

The repeated overhaul has brought significant changes to school staff and operations. In anticipation of implications for trans-
gender and LGBTQ, K-12 Dive has developed a timeline of the major Title IX policy transformations. 

Title IX remains a work-in-progress as times change. Find the interesting timeline at .11 Years of Title IX

A History of  Title IX

Source: N. Modan, J. Bauer-Wolf, K-12 Dive, 5/18/22 

...from Chuck

Dr. Chuck Essigs, Arizona Association of School 
Business Officials’ Director of Governmental 

Relations, keeps us up-to-date on issues 
affecting school finance      

Not a “normal” year As I talked to districts at this week's 
AASBO meeting, the word "normal" appears to not be part of 
our vocabulary this year. If it was a normal year, we would be 
sharing with you information about the state budget and 
when budget forms will be available.

However, all we can report is that for this week and the last 
few weeks, legislators are having "budget discussions.”

 ADE School Finance and the Auditor General's Office have 
shared information with districts and charters about the 
possible need to publish preliminary budget forms if a state 
budget has not passed by June 3rd. If you have not already 
seen the information about the possibility of preliminary 
budget forms that was posted on the ADE website, it is 
available at  https://www.azed.gov/finance/fy-2023-budget-
forms .

Source: Chuck Essigs, AASBO

06/01/2022                                                                                                                      

https://azontrack.com/families
https://www.k12dive.com/news/a-look-at-11-years-of-title-ix-policy-in-public-schools/623989/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.azed.gov%2ffinance%2ffy-2023-budget-forms&c=E,1,eStjKLhZuxHvJj31xHuGOSY7zLb4wfDuO2sZuJspQz8Q7ywnwHQ-kqKWOx7hzhdyCmBJskm8zM2hEHVFqNGixW7tzmWSVBYeCsPlS_-6NQXcGDMvcshOSfaL&typo=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.azed.gov%2ffinance%2ffy-2023-budget-forms&c=E,1,eStjKLhZuxHvJj31xHuGOSY7zLb4wfDuO2sZuJspQz8Q7ywnwHQ-kqKWOx7hzhdyCmBJskm8zM2hEHVFqNGixW7tzmWSVBYeCsPlS_-6NQXcGDMvcshOSfaL&typo=0
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