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  Mar 24      Camp Verde

Apr 21      May 12 Mingus Yavapai College 

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

   Mar 16
      Apr 20     May 18 

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

Mar 4

Mar 7-9

Apr 7

K-12 Northern AZ Regional Science/Engineering Fair, Tri-City College Prep, 
Prescott,  8 am - 5 pm (set-up Mar 3, 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm)

2022 Governing Board Election Info and Packets
     Mar 7  Cottonwood--Yavapai County Annex Bldg
     Mar 8   Prescott--YCESA
     Mar 9   Kirkland--Kirkland ESD

New & Prospective Board Member Training, YCESA Training Rm, 4 pm - 8 pm

20222022

The Arizona Legislature has suspended the aggregate expenditure limit (AEL) for K-12 schools for this year, heading off a school 
funding crisis and allowing schools to use nearly $1.2 billion that would have otherwise not been available to them.

A week before a March 1st deadline set in the Arizona Constitution, the Senate voted 23-6 for a one-year exemption to the limit. 
The state House of Representatives passed the legislation on February 15th.

The Legislature has the power to approve one-year suspensions of the formula-based ceiling on K-12 spending established in 
1980 by a voter-approved amendment to the Arizona Constitution. Suspension of AEL requires two-thirds vote in each chamber. 
Due to a combination of increased K-12 funding and the expiration of a law that exempted about $600 million per year from the 
cap, schools are on pace to dramatically exceed that limit in the 2021-22 school year.

With Prop 208, the 2020 voter-approved income tax increase on high earners, pending court action to determine whether the 
projected revenue affects the spending limit, the problem will not go away. The nearly $1.2 billion more than the spending cap this 
year will grow to as much as $1.8 billion in the upcoming budget year. 

Last year, U.S. Census data showed Arizona was .49th in the nation for school spending

State Legislature Raises Spending Cap For This Year

Source: Cronkite News, 2/21/2022

The Yavapai County Education Service Agency has announced that Governing Board Elections Packets for the November 8, 2022 
general election are available as of March 7th.

Elections Packets will be available for citizens who want to become Governing Board candidates at training meetings where they 
can receive a packet and be guided through the election process including the filing deadlines, campaign financing, organization 
statements, and nomination petitions.

                                                                   Trainings will be held 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
                                                                        March 7 - Cottonwood County Annex
                                                                      March 8 - YCESA Training Room
                                                                      March 9 - Kirkland School District

To register for a training meeting, visit . YCESA Elections Training

Elections Packets can also be picked up at the YCESA Office located at 2970 Centerpointe E. Dr., Prescott, AZ 86301. Please 
make an appointment with School Elections Director Jenn Nelson prior to pick-up to ensure she is in the office to assist with any 
questions.

Jenn Nelson can be contacted at 928-442-5138 or  . jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA Elections

Governing Board Election Cycle Begins
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https://kjzz.org/content/1685384/census-bureau-ranks-arizonas-pupil-spending-49th-nation
https://ycesa.com/election-services/governing-board-elections-training/
mailto:jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
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Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

...from Chuck

Dr. Chuck Essigs, Arizona Association of School 
Business Officials’ Director of Governmental 

Relations, keeps us up-to-date on issues 
affecting school finance      

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The U.S. Congress approved a partial (25%) Secure Rural 
Schools Act Apportionment, referred to as “Forest Fees,” on 
March 1st. The “quarter payment” is not usual but has been 
enacted in the past. The Senate bill was sponsored by 
Senators Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) and Ron Wyden (D-Oregon) 
and the House bill by Representative Lou Correa (D-
California). These bills were added on to other relevant Natural 
Resource Committee bills. President Biden's signature is 
expected soon.

The U.S. Forest Service should make the Forest Fee 
payments to counties within 30-60 days and it then could be 
available for use by schools around June 1st. 

Yavapai County Education Service Agency appreciates the 
support of the National Association of Counties (NACO), the 
Public Lands Committee of the Western Interstate Region (on 
which Yavapai County School Supt.Tim Carter serves) for 
consistent and ongoing assistance. The Association of 
Education Service Agencies (AESA) also provided support. 

In Yavapai County, the Forest Fee Management Association 
Board will be reviewing this issue at their upcoming Board 
meeting on March 8th at 1:00 pm.

Partial Forest Fees 
Approved

Budget information for the 2022-2023 School Year (FY 
2023) The legislature is required annually to provide schools 
with an inflation increase based upon the annual percentage 
increase in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) inflator or 2%, 
whichever is less. Inflation during the prior calendar year (CY 
2021) will be used for next year (FY 2023). An advance esti-
mate of GDP inflation for CY 2021 that was just released is 
7.0%.  A final number for inflation will be released in the near 
future. The base level, transportation formula (TSL), and 
Charter Additional Assistance (CAA) will be scheduled for a 2% 
inflation increase in FY 2023 since actual inflation will be well 
above the 2% for CY 2021.  The question of why there has 
never been, and continues to be, no inflation increase for 
District Additional Assistance (DAA) often arises. The simple 
answer is that the legislature never changed state law to 
provide an annual inflation adjustment for DAA.

The 76th Annual Yavapai County Spelling Bee 
Champion is 6th-grader Aliyah Alpert of Alpert 
Homeschool…for the fourth year in a row! This 
delightful, poised, and calm young lady 
correctly spelled the winning word “lumbar” in 

the 17th round at the Phil England Center of Camp Verde USD.

The runner-up speller is Alex Boes from Camp Verde Middle 
School, matching Aliyah word for word for several rounds. The 
third and fourth place finishers had a tie-breaker that also took 
several rounds with Andrew James Good of Granite Mountain 
Middle School prevailing for third place. With a very strong 
fourth place performance was Sawyer Frank of Franklin 
Phonetic School.

Next stop for Aliyah is the Arizona State Spelling Bee on March 
19th at the Madison Event Center in Phoenix. She earned fourth 
place in last year's state Bee.

YCESA thanks the Prescott Sunrise Lions Club for their 
sponsorship and volunteers Jenn Nelson (coordinator), Dr. Tara 
O'Neill (pronouncer) and judges Dr. Ray Newton, Jen Miller, and 
Karen Otis.

On a side note, only 20 out of 83 Yavapai County schools 
participated. Pandemic, timing conflicts, and travel issues are 
attributed to such a low turn-out. Hopefully, spelling bees are not 
fading because of technology or lack of time and focus.

Congratulations to all our county spellers and best of luck to 
Aliyah!

The Daily Courier

Spelling Bee 4-Time ChampSpelling Bee 4-Time Champ
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If you know anyone who has college loans, please share the 
following information with them. It could save them hundreds 
of dollars a month and tens of thousands over the life of a 
loan. It could make the difference between whether some 
people can afford to stay in the field of education or not. 

REGISTER NOW for the student loan forgiveness - 
Limited Waiver Opportunity 

Dear Educators,

Ensure your staff doesn't miss out on the opportunity to 
take full advantage of student loan forgiveness. Now is the 
time for them to act! The Department of Education 
recently announced a Limited Waiver Opportunity (LWO) 
for the Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program, 
temporarily enabling some borrowers to receive additional 
qualifying payments, moving them closer to forgiveness. 
Some borrowers will receive enough qualifying payments 
to have their loans erased immediately! Importantly, 
Fiducius has specialized tools to ensure your staff 
receives all the additional qualifying payments they 
deserve. 

YCESA and Fiducius are offering a webinar on April 4th 
to show you how to help your staff right now. The experts 
from Fiducius will cover topics including:
· The Student Loan Financial Planning service from 

Fiducius
· Comprehensive loan restructuring solutions including 

forgiveness (PSLF)
· Case study of forgiveness success in education
· Overview of the new Limited Waiver Opportunity
· Q&A

Click here to register  

Yavapai County ESA Fiducius Webinar April 4th

Student Loan Forgiveness Webinar

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

YCESA E-Rate Director Frank Vander Horst has been following 
up on the Emergency Connectivity Fund after most schools 
and libraries have been waiting two to three months, or longer, 
for their reimbursements. 

On a recent video conference with Universal Service Admini-
stration Company (USAC), who administers the Universal 
Service Fund under the direction of the Federal Communi-
cations Commission, he sought information on why this delay 
was occurring and when it would be fixed. Vander Horst reports 
that their response was basically “too bad.” 

To date only about 5% of the reimbursements filed have been 
paid. He will continue to keep schools and libraries informed on 
progress of these unexplained delays.

Source: Frank Vander Horst, YCESA

Emergency Connectivy Fund Delays

Nominations are open for the Arizona Educational Foundation's 
Teacher of the Year and is a great celebration of Arizona 
educators. The AEF program will send the selected Arizona 
Teacher of the Year on to represent the state in consideration 
for the National Teacher of the Year title. There are $40,000 in 
prize money and other awards for winners.

Teachers may self-nominate, be nominated by a student, co-
worker, administrator, school or district, friend or family 
member. 

For eligibility and nomination information, go to AEF Teacher of 
the Year Award.

The deadline to nominate a teacher for the 2023 AEF Teacher 
of the Year award is April 29, 2022. 

Source: AZEdNews, 3/2/22
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https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/NV0udWA8FU6AiIVtyZvAFg,Lg2eplvF2ECn7tm8eP65cA,fBv-EcNvLkiuDxyZyk3Y-g,neenObI8XEamTHJ1p2g8HA,V3QQDe_d4keLZ3c4FdS9DA,rQKtmYeadESmJL7quJCb_g?mode=read&tenantId=752e5d35-3c60-4e15-8088-856dc99bc016
https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/NV0udWA8FU6AiIVtyZvAFg,Lg2eplvF2ECn7tm8eP65cA,fBv-EcNvLkiuDxyZyk3Y-g,neenObI8XEamTHJ1p2g8HA,V3QQDe_d4keLZ3c4FdS9DA,rQKtmYeadESmJL7quJCb_g?mode=read&tenantId=752e5d35-3c60-4e15-8088-856dc99bc016
https://azednews.com/nominations-open-for-arizona-teacher-of-the-year-40000-in-prize-money-and-other-awards-for-winners/
https://azednews.com/nominations-open-for-arizona-teacher-of-the-year-40000-in-prize-money-and-other-awards-for-winners/
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      Yavapai County Education Service Agency

      Governing Board Training 
       for New and Prospective Members

April 7, 2022
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
(includes dinner)

YCESA Training Center
2970 Centerpointe E  Dr. Prescott 86301

Training is at no cost and will cover important topics related to 
the role of a Board Member:
                 Powers and Duties of Governing Boards
                 Open Meeting Law 
                 Policy Development
                 Budget Development 
                 Boardsmanship
                 Board Member Ethics

Click here to register Governing Board Training Registration

Contact Jenn Nelson for information
                                jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
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An Arizona School Personnel Administrators Association's 
(ASPAA) annual survey shows 6,347 positions needed to be 
filled in Arizona for the 2021-22 year, highlighting the ongoing 
teacher shortage that schools in state face.

Over the past six years, ASPAA has collected data from school 
districts and charter schools at the beginning and midpoint of 
the school year, with the results indicating a continuing 
shortage of teachers.

As of January, nearly 2,000 teacher positions remained vacant, 
and 944 teachers have resigned since the start of the school 
year, according to the survey of 143 school districts and charter 
schools.

The survey said that as of January, 31% of teacher positions in 
the surveyed districts remained vacant and 47.7% of teacher 
positions were filled by individuals who did not meet standard 
teacher requirements. Arizona has some of the largest class 
sizes in the nation and some of the lowest funding, which 
forces teachers to take on additional roles at their schools.

ASPAA attributed the shortage in teachers to low teacher pay, 
the decline in standard certified teachers and those who went 
to college to obtain a degree in education, and the influence of 
the pandemic. Many schools use their pool of substitute 
teachers to fill in job vacancies, limiting the number of available 
substitutes for teacher absences. According to the survey, 671 
vacancies in the surveyed schools were filled by long-term 
substitutes.

View the full survey at ASPAA Annual Survey.

Source: Cronkite News, 2/15/2022 

The Gardner Family Teacher Scholarships 
(GiFTS) Co-Presidents Danny Brown and Tara 
O'Neill will announce winners and present its 
scholarships to Yavapai County aspiring 

teachers at 4 pm on Friday, April 29. The formal ceremony will 
be held at the Yavapai County Education Service Agency 
Training Center, 2970 Centerpointe E. Drive, Prescott, with 
Clark Tenney as the guest speaker.

At that time, successful applicants will receive scholarships of 
$3,000 or more to enroll in accredited teacher training program 
at a college or university. Brown and O'Neill both emphasize 
that the need has never been greater for certificated classroom 
teachers. 

Since its founding 22 years ago, GiFTS has awarded 197 
recipients with more than $383,600 in scholarships. The non-
profit philanthropic foundation was created by the late Gladys 
Gardner, a teacher who then became a successful legislator in 
Arizona. It is the only organization in Yavapai County that 
dedicates all its funds to supporting aspiring teachers.

At its recent board meeting, GiFTS elected officers and new 
board members for the coming year. Co-Presidents Brown and 
O'Neill, Vice-President Cory Gardner, and Treasurer Ray 
Newton were seated.

Re-elected were three current board members for three-year 
terms ending in 2025. They are Danny Brown, Cory Gardner 
and Leslie Horton. New board member Andy Smith was elected 
for a three-year term. He is currently director of student 
teaching at Prescott College, holds a doctorate in education 
leadership and has extensive Arizona teaching experience. 

Other GiFTS board members include Yavapai County residents 
Lance Barnes, Tim Carter, Jean Knight, Dave “Mac” 
Macfarlane, and Ron Minnich. 

Serving as a financial adviser is Mike Beatty of Prescott 
Investors.

See additional information at .GiFTS

Scholarships and 
Board Announcements

Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA

Survey: Shortage of Teachers

Click here to take a look at these 
grant opportunities we’ve found...

YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in 
yellow on the website. Here are just 
some NEW opportunities available: 

Toshiba America Foundation      K-12 STEM Projects
Up to $1,000 ea for K-5; up to $5,000 ea for 6-12
Oct 1 annually for K-5 grants; May 1 and Nov 1 for 6-12 grants
To help K-5 teachers bring innovative projects into their classrooms. 
6-12 grants for teachers who have an idea for making science and 
mathematics more fun for their students.

McCarthey Dressman Education Foundation
Academic Enrichment Grants
Up to $10,000 ea       Apr 15, 2022
To develop classroom and extracurricular programs that improve 
student learning.
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https://ycesa.com/election-services/governing-board-training/
mailto:jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/azfamily.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/f/4c/f4c1a34c-8e14-11ec-b58d-43e1db50c0de/620b275eb2df2.pdf.pdf
https://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship/
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The Arizona School Boards Association is a non-profit, non-
partisan organization that has supported locally governed 
school districts with advocacy, resources, policy development, 
trainings, community building, and more since 1949. It has 
also represented state school districts in the National 
Association of School Boards. 

Recently, ASBA Executive Director Dr. Sheila Harrison-
Williams announced that the ASBA board members have 
decided to discontinue membership in this national organiz-
ation. She said its continued membership in NSBA “has 
become a hindrance to the work” ASBA is undertaking 
especially regarding district board members needing support 
during these times of difficult and contentious decisions. 

ASBA has stated that they believe in the value of a national 
association of school boards, but feels ASBA's primary 
obligation is to advocate for Arizona's students to have strong, 
quality public schools. 

If you have questions, contact ASBA at 602-254-1100.

Source: ASBA Exec. Director Dr. Sheila Harrison-Williams

Drops Membership 
in National Group

Bagdad USD welcomes new governing board member Mr. 
Wayne Overson. After his customary procedure, Yavapai 
County School Supt. Tim Carter appointed Overson to the open 
seat. 

A resident of the district for nine years, Mr. Overson is himself a 
graduate of Bagdad High School. He is married and has two 
children, one who is still in the Bagdad school. Overson served 
in the US Marine Corps and is currently with the Williamson 
Valley Bagdad Fire Department as a firefighter/emergency 
medical technician. He has been active for many years in 
Bagdad youth football and Little League, serving as a coach 
and board member.

Supt. Carter believes Mr. Overson will work well with the 
community and fellow board members.

Thank you, Wayne, for taking on this vital role.

New Board Member for Bagdad USD

Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter has announced a 
vacancy on the Mountain Institute Career and Technology 
Education District (MICTED) Governing Board, representing 
Seligman USD, due to a resignation. 
If you are interested, or know of anyone interested, in filling the 
vacancy, send a letter of interest and a resume to Supt. Tim 
Carter,  Yavapai County Education Service Agency, 2970 
Centerpointe East, Prescott, AZ 86301, Fax 928-771-3329, 
Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov.

Include information about yourself, including education and 
work experience, why you would like to be a board member, 
your residence and mailing address, your email address, and 
home/work phone numbers. Candidates may include letters of 
recommendation or support if they wish.

Deadline for letters of interest is Mar.10, 2022, at 5:00 pm. 
Interviews are in Seligman on Mar. 14, 2022, with the appoint-
ment on Mar. 15, 2022. The appointment is valid through Dec. 
31, 2022, with general election success needed to continue the 

Seligman Governing Board Opening 
for Mountain Institute

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Want to be part of an exciting educational 
group? The Science Vortex is inviting you to 
visit and join its ranks. 

The Science Vortex is a non-profit organization 
that provides families, schools, and visitors fun, interactive 
exhibits and programs that get children excited about science, 
technology, engineering, art, and mathematics     
(STEAM=STEM + Art). 

It is part of the Association of Science and Technology Centers 
(ASTC) network.

The Science Vortex STEAM Center is located in Cottonwood, 
AZ but serves all. Their aim is to foster creativity, problem-
solving, perseverance, collaboration, and innovation. 

Check out the Science Vortex programs, exhibits, and 
membership online at . Science Vortex

Source: Science Vortex Verde Valley

STEAM Fun!

A statewide Kindergarten Entry Assessment (KEA) was recently funded as part of Arizona's early literacy initiatives. Teachers 
will use this school readiness tool to learn how to best support their new students. For preschool teachers, the data can provide 
insight into how they can help young children develop the skills needed for success in kindergarten.

This mandatory assessment is completed within the first 45 days of kindergarten and covers five essential domains of school 
readiness:

·��Language and literacy development       �·  Cognitive development����������·  Approaches to learning                                           
·   Physical well-being and motor development     �����·  Social and emotional development

The primary goal of the assessment is to help kindergarten teachers evaluate how to best support their young students. This is 
especially significant in Arizona, where only about 39% of 3- and 4-year-olds attend preschool.

First Things First offers more information about the new KEA at . Statewide Kindergarten Assessment
Source: First Things First

New Kindergarten Assessment 
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