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Judge Rules Voter-Approved Tax Levy Can't Be Enforced
Superior Court Judge Michael Hannah ruled on March 11, 2022 that Proposition 208 cannot be enforced due to a state Supreme
Court ruling that the raised funds would have put schools above the aggregate expenditure limit. This Invest in Education Act
approved by voters in November 2021, would have enacted a 3.5% surcharge on the existing 4.5% income tax on taxable annual
income above $250,000 per individual and $500,000 per couple and distribute the revenue to support public K-12 education. The
ruling permanently blocked the collection of the tax levy.
Judge Hannah's ruling noted that the remand order from the Supreme Court said that the Superior Court “must declare Prop 208
unconstitutional and enjoin its operation” if the measure “will result in the accumulation of money that cannot be spent without
violating the expenditure limit.”
Judge Hannah's ruling was based on the fact that the annual education spending limits imposed by the Arizona Constitution
would prevent Arizona's public schools from spending a “material” amount of Prop 208 tax revenue in 2023.
“This Court understands the remand order as a direction to declare Proposition 208 unconstitutional in its entirety, and to enjoin
its operation permanently, if the Court ﬁnds as a fact that the annual education spending limits imposed by the Arizona
Constitution will prevent Arizona's public schools from spending a ‘material’ amount of Proposition 208 tax revenue in 2023. On
that basis, the Court is obligated to strike down Proposition 208. This order explains that decision. It also raises an issue that the
Court respectfully suggests the higher courts may wish to consider if this case comes before them again on appeal,” Judge
Hannah wrote in his ruling.
Judge Hannah's ruling means that education advocates seeking to ﬁnd a sustainable revenue stream for public education will
need to develop a diﬀerent strategy to do so. The Governor immediately issued a news release praising the ruling.
The Maricopa County Superior Court ruling can be reviewed at CV2020-015495 Ruling.
Source: L. Irish, AZEdNews, 3/11/2022

Yavapai County Speller Triumphs at State
Yavapai County's own spelling bee champion took home the gold at the 2022 Arizona Spelling Bee. Congratulations
to Aliyah Alpert!
Aliyah, a homeschooled sixth-grader, overcame 26 other Arizona spellers in 29 rounds with her ﬁnal correctly
spelled word being “foundroyant.” Her explanation for working so diligently: “I want to be a vet, and you need to
know how to spell the name of the prescriptions.”
Srihaas Ghanta (Trivium Preparatory Academy, Maricopa Region 5) took home the silver, and Vibhav Athreya (BASIS Ahwatukee,
Maricopa Region 1) took the bronze.
Alpert will go on to represent Arizona as the oﬃcial State Champion in the Scripps National Spelling Bee to be held in Washington, DC in early June.
Yavapai County sends Aliyah our best wishes as she reaches for the stars!

Source: AZFamily.com, 3/19/22
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Quad City Administrators
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm
Apr 20 May 18

Verde Valley Superintendents
10:00 am (unless shown)
Apr 21 Mingus May 12 Yavapai College

April

AZ Academic Standards Assessments

Apr 7

New & Prospective Board Member Training, YCESA Training Rm, 4
pm - 8 pm

July 11 Governing Board Candidate filing deadline, YCESA Elections Office,
5:00 pm
Nov 8
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ARPA Broadband
Contract Approved
The Yavapai County Board of Supervisors unanimously voted
to extend the ﬁrst contract from the $20 million allocation they
have designated for broadband service in unincorporated
areas of the county that are unserved or underserved. This
funding provided under the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
of 2021 provides a unique opportunity for state and local
governments to make strategic investments in long-lived
assets, rebuild reserves to enhance ﬁnancial stability, and
cover temporary operating shortfalls until economic conditions
and operations normalize.
This award was for $12,614,582.00 to CSC Holding (the
holding company for Altice USA) to provide for broadband to
Rimrock, Lake Montezuma, Beaver Creek, Page Springs,
Cornville, Mayer, Spring Valley, Cordes Lakes, and Paulden.
Additional awards decisions will be forthcoming.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Apply Now for the
2022-2023 Governor’s Youth Commission

New Board Member
Representing Seligman
Yavapai County School Superintendent Tim Carter is pleased
to announce the appointment of Mrs. Meghan Dumford to the
Mountain Institute Career and Technology Education District
Governing Board to represent the Seligman Uniﬁed School
District.
Dumford has resided in the Seligman Mountain Institute CTED
area since 2009. She graduated from Seligman High School
and she and her husband have two children in the Seligman
schools. Seligman USD has been her employer in various
classiﬁed positions for many years including as a paraprofessional, kitchen and maintenance assistant and bus
driver and trainer.
Mrs. Dumford accepted the appointment because of her belief
that “vocational and career-based instruction is extremely
important in today's society.”
Carter stated that Dumford's background, education, and work
experience should serve her extremely well in this new
endeavor.
Congratulations, Meghan! Thank you for taking on this
important role.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The Governor's Oﬃce of Youth, Faith and Family (GOYFF) is
seeking inspiring youth leaders from Arizona high schools to
serve on the 2022-2023 Governor's Youth Commission (GYC).

Commissioners are selected through a competitive application
process. If you know a high school student with a passion for
service and leadership, please share this unique opportunity to
serve as an ambassador in a nationally recognized leadership
program! Applicants must be a sophomore, junior, or senior
student during the 2022-2023 school year.
Applications are currently being accepted until June 3, 2022 at
5:00 PM from Arizona youth in all 15 counties.
APPLY HERE
Source: Governor's Oﬃce of Youth, Faith and Family

Grants, competitions, awards, and
more! Large, multi-year projects for
districts or smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll share what
we ﬁnd in grant opportunities. Click
here to take a look at these!

YCESA Grants
There are more opportunities on the YCESA website.
04/01/2022
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The GYC brings together a diverse group of high school
students from all 15 Arizona counties to identify and address
the greatest challenges facing Arizona's youth by developing
innovative community impact projects, establishing
partnerships with young leaders across the state, and advising
the Governor.
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Governing Board Election
Packets and Training

Election packets for governing board candidates are available
at Yavapai County Education Service Agency oﬃce located at
2970 Centerpointe E Dr., Prescott, AZ 86301.
Please make an appointment with Jenn Nelson prior to pick up
to ensure she will be in the oﬃce to assist with any questions.
You can reach Jenn at 928-442-5138 or
jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov .
YCESA’s New & Prospective Board Member Training at the
YCESA Training Room in Prescott is scheduled for April
7th at 4 pm - 8 pm. Click here to register Governing Board
Training Registration.
Nomination petitions are due in the County Superintendent’s
oﬃce by July 11, 2022.
Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the website.
Here are just some NEW opportunities we’ve uncovered:
National Society of High School Scholars School Supplies Grants
$500 ea
Apr 15, 2022
For high school educators, particularly those who are heads of clubs in
their schools who are seeking resources for their students and
classrooms.
D'Addario Music Foundation Grants
Awards vary
Apr 30, 2022
For sustainable music instruction programs and music education.
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AG: Not All Teachers Got A 20% Raise
Arizona's FY 2021 budget included the ﬁnal year of additional funding intended
to increase the State's average teacher salary by 20% between ﬁscal years 2017
and 2021. The Arizona Auditor General's oﬃce has broken down the intended
and actual percentage increases for each year below to show the progression.
Although the additional monies were provided to districts with the intention to
increase teacher salaries, districts were not required to use them this way, and
the monies were not separately tracked to show how each district chose to
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: April 15, 2022
First Things First is accepting proposals for
breakout sessions to be presented at the
virtual 2022 Early Childhood Summit on
August 18 and/or Tribal Connections on
August 23. Click here to ﬁnd more
information and the submission form:
FTF Proposals.

Year

Intended %
increase from
base year

2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

Base year
1%
10%
15%
20%

Actual %
Met intended %
increase from
increase?
base year
1.20%
8.40%
13.30%
16.50%

Yes
No
No
No

State avg.
teacher
salary
$48,372
$48,951
$52,441
$54,814
$56,349

Source: First Things First
Source: Arizona Auditor General’s Oﬃce

Proposed 15.6% Education
Budget Increase
Title I, students with disabilities and
school health professionals
President Joe Biden recently signed into law
the largest increase for federal education
programs in an annual budget in more than a
decade. The US Department of Education
(DOE) aims for an even bigger investment in
FY 2023 with $88.3 billion in discretionary
spending, a 15.6% increase from FY 2022.
The proposed budget includes increased
allocations for high-poverty schools with
$36.5 billion for Title I and addressing the
needs of students with disabilities in PreK-12
with spending at $16.3 billion. Additionally,
the White House recommends dedicating $1
billion for increasing the number of
counselors, nurses, school psychologists,
social workers and other health professionals
in schools.
Continuing its emphasis on pandemic recovery, the DOE FY 2023 spending plan
seeks to improve supports and heighten
equitable services for underserved
communities.
The lawmakers omitted Biden's request for a
new $20 billion Title I equity grants program
but still boosted Title I by $1 billion over FY
2021.
Source: K. Arundel, K12 Dive, 3/29/2022
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Community Health Survey
to Help Improve Services
How is your stress and well-being? Are you getting enough sleep, or enough to
eat, or enough opportunities to move your body? Yavapai County Community
Health Services (YCCHS) wants to know what you need in your community to
make it a healthier, happier place to live. YCCHS is partnering with Pinnacle
Prevention, a public health-based nonproﬁt, to conduct the 2022 Community
Health Assessment and community health survey. YCCHS is required to
complete the assessment every ﬁve years, and the last assessment was
completed in 2017. A lot has happened and changed since then and this is an
opportunity to collect new data and understand current perceptions and needs.
The health assessment is a comprehensive examination of health needs and
opportunities for improvement across Yavapai County communities. It aims to
identify pressing health concerns and needs by examining data and gathering
input from the community. YCCHS and Pinnacle Prevention will complete the
assessment between March and June, 2022.
All Yavapai County residents are encouraged to participate by providing input
through the community survey (available in both English and Spanish),
participating in a focus group, or providing insight through interviews. This
Community Health Assessment will help YCCHS and community partners
better understand health needs and establish priorities to address your current
needs to result in a healthier Yavapai County for everyone. Community
members can participate in the survey online at: https://bit.ly/YCCHS_CHA22 .
All Yavapai County residents are encouraged to complete the survey by Friday,
April 15, 2022.
If you have questions about the YCCHS community health assessment
activities, contact Carol Lewis at carol.lewis@yavapaiaz.us or 928-442-5572.
Learn more about Yavapai County Community Health Services.

Source: Asst. Director Carol Lewis, YCCHS
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Broadband and E-rate
Updates

Governor Announces State
Board of Education Appointments

FCC Opens 3rd Window for ECF

Governor Doug Ducey has announced seven education
leaders to join the State Board of Education. The State Board
oversees the public school system by establishing policies,
setting courses of study and gathering data on pupil
performance.

With $1 billion remaining unspent in the federal Emergency
Connectivity Fund (ECF) program, the FCC has announced a
third funding window. This window will open April 28, 2022
and close on May 13, 2022

The Governor selected the following individuals to serve on the
Board:
Jason Catanese is an algebra and geometry teacher at
Pueblo Del Sol Elementary School in the Isaac School District,
and a former national teacher of the year for Teach for
America. He is also co-founder, chairman and executive
director of the Camp Catanese Foundation.
Jenny Clark is founder and CEO of Love Your School, a
non-proﬁt organization that helps families navigate the school
options available to them. Clark is passionate about empowering families and schools to share more about the ways
Arizona kids are learning, growing and loving their education.
Jacqui Clay is currently the Cochise County superintendent
of schools. Clay has been a teacher, an assistant principal and
director of career technical education. She also served as an
Army Command Sergeant Major for 25 years.
Dr. Scott Hagerman serves as the superintendent of the
Tanque Verde USD. His extensive experience includes
administration in Continental ESD and Tucson USD and as a
classroom teacher.
Katherine Haley is experienced in public policy and
philanthropy. Over the course of her career, she has expanded
educational opportunity, built coalitions to advance federal
policies that improve school choice and strengthened students'
workforce readiness.
Julia Meyerson is the founder and executive director of
Vista College Prep, a high-performing charter school. She was
a teacher in Teach For America after college
Karla Phillips-Krivickas is experienced in state and federal
policy. The CEO and founder of Think Inclusion, PhillipsKrivickas uses her unique professional and personal
experiences to advise
One of their ﬁrst tasks will be to approve the A-F accountability
framework.
Source: Governor’s Oﬃce

FY 2023 Truth in Taxation

During this third application ﬁling window, eligible schools and
libraries can submit requests for funding for eligible equipment
and services purchased between July 1, 2022 and December
31, 2023.
The ECF program is designed to solve the homework gap, and
covers the following items at 100%:
· Laptops/ChromeBooks (up to $400 per device plus
tax); these devices may not be used exclusively at the
school or library
·
HotSpots (up to $250 per device plus tax)
· HotSpots for school buses
· Monthly internet service costs for HotSpots (including
school buses) and wired internet connection to the
student's home
All local/state procurement rules must be followed. To ﬁle for
eligible funding, you must provide a copy of a quote from the
vendor you have selected.
If you have questions, please contact YCESA E-rate Manager
Frank Vander Horst at 928-499-8421.

ARPA Funds Connection Projections
YCESA E-rate Director Frank Vander Horst is sharing that
there are 34,434 households and businesses in Yavapai
County that are unserved or underserved by adequate
broadband. Of those, 10,659 are in incorporated towns and
cities and 23,775 are in unincorporated Yavapai County.
These numbers are based on analysis of the latest National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) data
available.
Vander Horst expects the $12+ million American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) of 2021 funds recently approved by the Yavapai
County Board of Supervisors should be able to connect 7,674
homes and businesses. Before the full $20 million ARPA
allocation is exhausted, more than 10,000 homes and
businesses should be connected.

The Truth in Taxation (TNT) rates for equalization assistance
Source: Frank Vander Horst, YCESA
to school districts consist of the qualifying tax rate (QTR) and
the state equalization assistance property tax rate (SETR)
FY 2023 TRUTH IN TAXATION RATES
both of which are used in the K-12 school funding formula.
QTR
SETR
Based on the latest available net assessed value information,
High School District; Common School District within a high school district
we have calculated the FY 2023 TNT rates.
which does not oﬀer instruction in high school subjects as provided in A.R.S.
$1.7133
$0.4128
The new QTR and SETR for FY 2023 are shown in the table
below. Please note that if there are revisions to the QTR and
SETR after the distribution of this memo, we will provide you
with updated information at that time.

§15-477
Uniﬁed School District; Common School District not within a high school
district; Common School District within a high school district which oﬀers
instruction in high school subjects as provided in A.R.S. §15-477

$3.4366

$0.4128

Source: Treasurer Chip Davis, Yavapai County

04/01/2022
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AZ OnTrack Summer Camp is the $100 million initiative of the Oﬃce of Governor Doug Ducey designed to support students
throughout Arizona in accessing engaging and fun summer learning Camps. The funding is from the American Rescue Plan Act
to overcome learning loss that occurred during the COVID pandemic. The Camps will provide enrichment, academic
advancement, and the connection that so many Arizona students need to help them prepare to enter the 2022-23 school year.
Teachers/Camp Leads, Individual Public Schools, Districts/ Charter Networks, and 501(c)3 approved non-proﬁt organizations
are eligible to apply for funding. Camp programming may be oﬀered for any grade level Pre-K through High School graduation
AZ OnTrack encourages applicants to get creative and design Camp experiences that will engage, encourage, and inspire
Arizona students. There is no universal curriculum expectation and Camps are encouraged to design oﬀerings that address a
combination of enrichment, academic intervention, academic advancement, and/or credit recovery. Camps must, however,
address or emphasize at least one of the following: mathematics, language arts, and/or civics. Camps should be oﬀered entirely
in-person to the greatest extent possible. In order to meet cost eﬃciencies, a minimum of 10 Campers are encouraged to enroll
in a Camp.
Get your questions answered at AZ OnTrack.
Source: AZ OnTrack.com
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