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Budget Impact of Schools’ Spending Cap
March 1 is looming for Arizona schools. That's the deadline for the state
Legislature to override a cap on spending or have public schools face not being
able to spend $1.2 billion already approved for them.
That cap is the aggregate expenditure limit and is determined by a 1980
formula based on the previous year's enrollment. The limit increases as the
state adds new residents and is adjusted for inﬂation and enrollment. It hasn't
been an issue until now. Then, along comes COVID where K-12 public schools
lost about 38,000 students.
Adding to that is the 2018 legislative renewal of Prop 301. The original voterapproved 0.06% sales tax in 2000 originally was exempt from the limit, but when
renewed by the legislature in 2018, it was not excluded from the expenditure
limit. That renewed measure began July 1, 2021. The Prop 301 tax brings in
more than $600 million a year for education.
The $1.2 billion schools won't be able to spend translates to about a 17%
budget cut, said Chuck Essigs, director of governmental relations at the Arizona
Association of School Business Oﬃcials.
What can public education do? Widely share with stakeholders, legislators,
and the media the list of programs and staﬃng that will have to be cut in your
district, the date they will have to be cut, and the reason this will happen.
Citizens and school districts have the right to know this information and the
dramatic impact it could have on education.

Here's how Yavapai County districts will be
aﬀected if expenditure cap is not addressed:

AT-RISK DISTRICTS
Ash Fork JUSD

$674,783.00

Bagdad USD

$645,624.00

Beaver Creek ESD

$634,904.00

Camp Verde USD
Canon ESD

$1,801,923.00
$293,455.00

Chino Valley USD

$2,704,049.00

Clarkdale-Jerome ESD

$532,331.00

Congress ESD

$306,422.00

Co onwood Oak Creek ESD

$2,136,066.00

Crown King ESD

$18,077.00

Hillside ESD

$8,562.00

Humboldt USD

$6,244,429.00

Kirkland ESD

$153,687.00

Mayer USD

$763,131.00

Mingus Union HSD
Mountain Ins tute CTED

Time is of the essence since March 1 is just around the corner.

BUDGET AT-RISK

Prescott USD

$1,417,872.00
$490,261.00
$4,578,004.00

Sedona-Oak Creek JUSD

$963,569.00

Seligman USD

$450,113.00

Skull Valley ESD

$97,190.00

VACTE CTED

$282,483.00

Williamson Valley ESD

$304.00

Yarnell ESD

$81,537.00

Yavapai Accommoda on SD

$109,004.00

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County;
Capitol Times
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Quad City Administrators
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm
Feb 16 Mar 16
Apr 20 May 18
Verde Valley Superintendents
10:00 am (unless shown)
Feb 17 VACTE Mar 24 Camp Verde
Apr 21 Mingus May 12 Yavapai College
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Mar 1

New & Prospective Board Member Training, YCESA Training Rm, 4 pm - 8 pm

Mar 4

K-12 Northern AZ Regional Science/Engineering Fair, Tri-City College Prep,
Prescott, 8 am - 5 pm (set-up Mar 3, 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm)

Mar 7-9 2022 Governing Board Election Info and Packets
Mar 7 Cottonwood--Yavapai County Annex Bldg
Mar 8 Prescott--YCESA
Mar 9 Kirkland--Kirkland ESD
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UPDATE
As a reminder...
The Gardner Family Teacher Scholarships
“An Educational Endowment”

2022 GLADYS GARDNER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PERIOD FOR
PROSPECTIVE OR DISPLACED TEACHERS WILL OPEN SOON!!

The Prescott Granite Mountain Hotshots Memorial Education
Fund is honored to be able to continue assisting the families of
the 19 ﬁreﬁghters who lost their lives in the Yarnell Hill ﬁre in
2013. The 32 eligible family members will continue to receive
preK-20 educational support from the funds until the youngest
child reaches the age of 25.

GiFTS is offering $2,000 minimum scholarships
for prospective and displaced teachers
Applications will be accepted beginning November 8, 2021 through March 1, 2022
Application will be accessible through the GiFTS website beginning November 8, 2021

http://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship

All applications must be received by midnight March 1, 2022

Governor: State of the State
on Education
Gov. Doug Ducey called for more bills expanding school
choice, outlined a summer camp to help students behind in
math and English, but he did not mention of the most urgent
matter for education advocates – encouraging the Arizona
Legislature to increase the aggregate expenditure limit for
public schools before March 1, 2022, during his State of the
State address on the Arizona Legislature's Opening Day.

Under the leadership of President Dr. Mark Joranstaad of ASA,
the foundation is governed by a nine-member Board of
Directors, comprised of a family member, a community member,
and a representatives of each of the seven founding entities.
Wright, Welker and Pauole provide legal counsel for the Fund
and Prescott Investor Services provides investment advice.
Many thanks go to Dr. Chuck Essigs (AASBO) for conceiving
the idea, Dr. Tim Ogle (then ASBA director) for serving at its ﬁrst
president, all who were instrumental in the creation of the Fund,
and all the many donors who support these families.

Details of Gov. Ducey's K-12 education budget proposal and
economic outlook are available at AZEdNews 'Governors
Education Budget. There's also a link to the Governor's full
State of the State address at this site.

Support the Prescott Granite Mountain Hotshots Memorial
Education Fund at Hotshot Education Fund.

Source: L. Irish, AZEdNews, 1/10/22

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

SAT Exam To Go Digital
The SAT exam will move from paper and pencil to a digital
format to boost its relevancy as more colleges make standardized tests optional for admission. Test-takers will be allowed to
use their own laptops or tablets, but they'll still have to sit for the
test at a monitored testing site or in school, not at home.
The format change is scheduled to roll out internationally next
year and in the U.S. in 2024. It will also shave an hour from the
current version, bringing the reading, writing and math

Founded by Arizona Association of School Business Oﬃcials
(AASBO), Arizona School Administrators (ASA), Arizona School
Boards Association (ASBA), Arizona Association of County
School Superintendents (AACSS), Arizona Education
Association (AEA), Yavapai College (YC), and the Prescott Fire
Department, the foundation averages about $250,000 annually
in ﬁnancial support for the families for their educational pursuits.

assessment from three hours to about two. Scores will be
available in days, rather than weeks.
The nonproﬁt testing provider College Readiness Assessments
at the New York City-based College Board says the changed
format beneﬁts students and educators, simplifying it while
preserving the exam's core structure. The pandemic accelerated
the change with students regularly learning and testing online at
school.
Plans also address students' unequal access to technology
while moving the exam virtual, but skeptics doubt the changes
will ﬁx broader equity issues related to the test.
Source: AP News

Updates from Chuck
Dr. Chuck Essigs, Arizona Association of School
Business Oﬃcials’ Director of Governmental
Relations, keeps us up-to-date on issues
aﬀecting school ﬁnance

Aggregate Expenditure Limit (AEL) A school district
business manager questioned whether districts will be
reduced in their budget limits or be reduced in cash, such as
state and county equalization. Essigs oﬀers that the AEL only
impacts the budget limit. The Department of Education
calculation is that the budget limit will be reduced if the
Legislature does not override the AEL limit. The funding
available from state and local funds will not appear to change.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

02/01/2022
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Youth Mental Health First Aid
Youth Mental Health First Aid is an
evidence-based program which uses
role-playing and simulations to
demonstrate how to identify, understand
and respond to signs of mental illness
and substance use disorders, select
interventions and provide initial help. The training also
addresses the risk factors and warning signs of speciﬁc
illnesses like anxiety, depression, eating disorders, attention
deﬁcit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), substance abuse and
how to help an adolescent in a crisis.
This is a virtual training which will be taught via ZOOM. The
ZOOM training is a 4.5-hour course. The participant is
required to do 2-hours of pre-work online prior to the
ZOOM training.
The participant will receive a First Aid certiﬁcate naming them
a mental health ﬁrst aider. The trainers are certiﬁed and
experienced in providing this educational opportunity.
School personnel will be taught how to utilize a referral
application to connect an individual with a resource that is
best suited to help their individual need.
This training opportunity will be held
Friday, February 25, 2022
9:00 am to 1:30 pm
Space is limited so advance registration is required. Please
contact Nancy Gardner nancy.gardner@yavapai.us or 928554-8593 to register. The deadline to register is Friday,
February 11, 2022.
These trainings are being made possible through the
Yavapai County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce and through grant
funding:

Kids’ Vaccine Update
COVID-19 vaccine uptake among 5- to
11-year-olds has slowed substantially
over the past few months, putting
schools in a diﬃcult spot as they
struggle to remain open amid the spread of the Omicron
variant.
Overall, only about 1 in 5 children in the age group that spans
kindergarten to early middle are two weeks past receiving
their second shot of the vaccine—the point at which they are
considered fully inoculated against COVID-19. That's
according to an analysis by the Kaiser Family Foundation of
data collected by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
The number of children getting vaccinated spiked in the ﬁrst
two weeks after Pﬁzer's COVID-19 vaccine received
emergency authorization from federal regulators for use in
children ages 5 to11 years. Pﬁzer's COVID-19 vaccine has
now received full approval from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration for youth 16 and older.
Source: A. Prothero, Education Week, 1/24/2022

COATS FOR KIDS!
It is COATS FOR KIDS time again, thanks to Yavapai County
Education Service
Agency's partnership
with leaders of Foothills
Bank. A large number of
donated coats are
available to share with
Yavapai County schools
on a ﬁrst-come/ﬁrstserved basis.
Currently, there are still many coats on hand including
children and adult sizes. Contact Jenn Nelson at
Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov for gender, size, quantity
available, and pick-up information.
A big thank you to all who have donated coats to keep kids
of all sizes safe from the winter chill.
Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA

Grants, competitions, awards, and
more! Large, multi-year projects for
districts or smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll share what
we ﬁnd in grant opportunities. Click
here to take a look at these!

YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the website.
Here are just some NEW opportunities we’ve uncovered:
There are more opportunities on the YCESA website.

02/01/2022

Childrens Theater Foundation of America
2022 Aurand Harris Special Initiative Theatre Grants
Up to $3,000 ea March 6, 2022
Funds for small and mid-sized theatres for anti-racist/equity initiatives
that directly move Equity/Diversity/Inclusion (EDI) practices forward in
the organization or creative work of the applicant.
Herren Project
After-Prom and Graduation Grants
$500 - $3,000 ea
Letters of Intent due Mar 18, 2022
To support schools in providing safe and substance-free events for
after-prom and after-graduation celebrations.
The Target Company Field Trip Grants
Up to $700 ea
Open date
Each Target store awards 3 ﬁeld trip grants to send a classroom on a
ﬁeld trip and may be used for transportation, registration for events,
admission prices and other ﬁeld trip expenditures.
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Board Opening for Bagdad USD
Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter has
announced a vacancy on the Bagdad USD
Governing Board due to a resignation.
If you are interested in ﬁlling the vacancy, send a
letter of interest and a resume to Supt. Tim Carter,
Yavapai County Education Service Agency, 2970
Centerpointe East, Prescott, AZ 86301, Fax 928771-3329, Tim.Carter@yavapaiaz.gov. Include
information about yourself, including education
and work experience, why you would like to be a
board member, your residence and mailing
address, your email address, and home/work
phone numbers. Candidates may include letters of
recommendation or support if they wish.
Deadline for letters of interest is Feb.10, 2022, at
5:00 pm. Carter will interview candidates at the
Bagdad School District oﬃces on Feb.14, 2022,
and announce the appointment on February 16,
2022. The appointment is valid through Dec. 31,
2022, with general election success needed to
continue the position.
If you have any questions, please call Mr. Carter
at 928-925-6560.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Stations available
Feb | M-F 8am-5:30pm
LOCATION #1
LOCATION #3
300 South Willard St
1200 Commerce Drive
Cottonwood, AZ 86326 Prescott, AZ 86305
LOCATION #2
LOCATION #4
1298 W Finnie Flat Rd 6411 N Robert Road
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

Learn more at www.premierlabsolutions.com
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COVID-19
TESTING

YCESA Seeking
Broadband Project
Coordinator

Yavapai County Board of Supervisors have
approved an RFP for a new Broadband Coordinator who will be assigned to Yavapai County
Education Services Agency.
This individual will work with the broadband
vendor(s) selected to complete the $20 million
project that will provide connectivity to unserved
and under-served areas of the unincorporated
areas of Yavapai County. He/She will work as
requested with similar broadband projects from
cities and towns within the county.
The Board set aside $400,000 of ARPA funds for
salary, beneﬁts, and associated costs for this
position over a three-year time frame.
Please share this opportunity with individuals or
entities who might have expertise and interest in
this position and/or provide Supt. Tim Carter with
contact information for anyone who might be
appropriate.
Additional information can be found at Broadband
Coordinator RFP and Broadband Coordinator
Specimen Contract.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

02/01/2022

Due to a nationwide shortage of the Covid-19 antigen tests available
from Arizona Department of Health Services and BinaxNOW, Yavapai
County Community Health Services is no longer able to distribute
tests to all schools in Yavapai County. YCCHS will continue to provide
schools in rural areas with tests on a limited basis because no public
testing available there. Schools with Covid-19 community testing sites
nearby, however, will need to use those sites. These testing sites are free
of charge.
YCCHS has four sites available in Yavapai County for community testing
free-of-charge, as shown above. Masks are required at all testing sites.
Prescott: Monday-Friday 8:00 am-5:30 pm at Pioneer Park Front Parking
Lot, 1200 Commerce Dr, Prescott. PCR test currently, rapid test coming
soon. Drive through testing.
Prescott Valley: Monday-Friday 8:00 am-5:30 pm at Humboldt USD
Oﬃce, 6411 N. Robert Road, Prescott Valley. PCR test currently, rapid test
coming soon. Drive through testing.
Cottonwood: Monday-Friday 8:00 am-5:30 pm at 300 South Willard St,
Cottonwood, AZ 86326. PCR test currently, rapid test coming soon.
Camp Verde: Monday-Friday 8:00 am-5:30 pm at 1298 W Finnie Flat Rd,
Camp Verde, AZ 86322. PCR test currently, rapid test coming soon.
Source: Seth Paget, YCCHS
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2020-21 Enrollment Changes
America's public school system lost more than 1.3 million
students in the 2020-21 school year, according to an analysis
of state data. Education Week reached out to 51 state
departments of education in order to collect a more comprehensive picture of enrollment losses across the country.
The loss was spread out across the nation, touching almost
every demographic group and concentrated in lower grades,
partly due to the pandemic and the widespread shuttering of
in-person learning, according to the Education Week
analysis. Below is a breakdown of which grades and
demographic groups lost the most students.
ARIZONA GRADES

Pre-K

By completing the on-line general application for the 2022-23
academic year, students will be matched with all the awards
for which they may be eligible.
High school seniors, current college students, graduate
students, or adult re-entry students attending accredited
schools anywhere in the U.S. may apply. Scholarships are
available for two-year and four-year colleges and universities,
as well as technical and vocational schools. Each award has
its own deadline, with some closing as early as March and
some as late as May.

APPLY HERE

-3.3%

All Grades in AZ

Online Scholarships
Now Open

Source: Arizona Community Foundation

-33.7%

Kindergarten

No-cost Use Of Amira Software
During 2022

-10.6%
-3.8%

Elementary Grades

-2.5%

Middle School Grades (gr 6-8)
High School Grades

0.1%

ARIZONA OTHER DEMOGRAPHIC CATEGORIES
0.9%

English Language Learners
Special Education Students

-2.6%

Free-and-Reduced Lunch
-15.6%
Enrollment

Amira is the ﬁrst Intelligent Reading Coach who
listens to students read out loud, and delivers
1:1 personalized tutoring. In research conducted by Columbia
Teachers College, Carnegie Mellon and other leading
universities, students working with the Amira software grew
reading skills at a signiﬁcantly faster rate. In fact, the impact
from Amira usage has exceeded the eﬀect size of even the
best human tutoring programs.
Thanks to a grant from the State of Arizona, Amira is
available with ZERO charges, costs or fees throughout
2022! Because of the grant, every Arizona public and charter
school has rights to unlimited use of Amira Tutoring for all K-3
students.
Sign up for a demo with an Amira Team Member.
Visit amiralearning.com/arizona for more information.

Source: Education Week, 2/1/2022

School Meals Get Boost
As school districts' meal programs
report signiﬁcant ﬁnancial shortfalls due
to the pandemic, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture recently announced it will
pump about $750 million of additional
funding into school meals nationwide this school year. Schools
will now receive 22% more for school lunch reimbursements
than under normal conditions, according to USDA.
USDA's extra funding looks to help school meal programs
keep pace with food and operational costs just as districts
grapple with supply chain issues impacting their food service
departments.
While praising USDA's latest assistance, some school nutrition
experts and advocates agree long-term solutions are still
needed to avoid a potential collapse of school meal programs.
Read more about this additional school meal support at School
Meals Boosted.
Source: A. Merod, K-12 Dive, 1/12/2022

02/01/2022

Source: Amira

Sitcom Set In School
There's a new “mockumentary”
sitcom television series about a
group of dedicated, passionate
teachers—and a tone-deaf
principal—who are brought
together in a Philadelphia public school where they are
determined to help their students succeed in life. “Abbott
Elementary” premiered in December 2021 on ABC and is
streaming on Hulu.
Teachers are trying their best to play multiple roles in the lives
of their students at an underfunded public school with limited
support from the higher-ups. Sound familiar?
“Abbott Elementary” creator Quinta Brunson says the show
captures the nuances of the teaching profession and hopes
that it can garner more support for real teachers across the
country. Enjoy!
Source: EdWeek, 1/26/2022
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Why and How To Become A School Board Member
Why do school board members serve?
Governing board members are elected—or sometimes appointed by the county school superintendent—to these non-partisan,
unpaid positions from the communities they live in to serve the families and students in their local schools. They develop
policies, budgets, help determine what students learn, who teaches them, and the facilities in the buildings where students learn.
In addition to participating in public meetings, school board members take part in seminars, conferences, and training on
research-based, best practices so they can determine what will work best for students in their school district. This local control
means decisions on school programming are made by local, elected representatives who understand the community's unique
problems, values, cultures, and circumstances.
AZEdNews, a news service focusing on education policy and practice in Arizona, oﬀers video testimonials from school board
members. Check out these perspectives and statements on why they choose to do what they do at School Board Members
Speak.
If you see the value, to the school and community as well as yourself, consider running for a seat or throwing your name into the
hat to be considered for a temporary appointment. You'll be keeping local control strong and supporting the kids in your
community.
In Yavapai County, the 2022 election cycle for governing board seats kicks oﬀ with Yavapai County Education Services Agency’s
release of nomination petitions beginning March 7, 2022. YCESA will host information meetings and provide election packets to
interested individuals in Cottonwood (March 7 at Yavapai County Annex Bldg. in Cottonwood), Prescott (March 8 at YCESA
Training Rm.) and Kirkland (March 9 at Kirkland ESD).
Contact Jenn Nelson at Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov for election information.

Source: YCESA;
L. Irish, AZEdNews, 1/5/2022

FEBRUARY 2022 FESTIVAL EVENTS CALENDAR
ALL EVENTS ARE FREE!

SUNDAY
30

MONDAY
31

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

New STEM kits
available for
pickup from Little
Free Libraries @
SV, RFP and VVAC
6

7

13

14

20

21

9:30-10:30
Audubon Introduction
to Birding @
Bubbling Ponds
Preserve*
27

8

15

22

4:00-5:00 CVCL
STEAM club:
Traﬃc Light STEM

9

16

23

2:00-3:30 SV
Telescope-making
Workshop*

28

*Pre-registration Required

THURSDAY
3

2

SATURDAY
5

10:00-11:00 SV
Little Learners STEAM

1:30-2:30 SV:
Yavapai County Flood
Control Watershed
Table Demonstration

10

11

12

4:30-6:00 SV Family
Makerspace: Gardens
for Humanity
Vermiculture

10:00-11:00 SV
9:00-12:00 MVP
Little Learners STEAM Family STEM Stations

FVR: New Listening
to the Verde Episode
4:30-6:00 SV Family
Makerspace: Science
w/ CSO Soﬁa

1:30-5:30 SV
Vitalant Blood Drive

11:00-12:30 CPL
Nature STEM

17

18

19

4:30-6:00 SV Family
Makerspace: Science
w/ CSO Soﬁa

10:00-11:00 SV
Little Learners STEAM

1:30-2:30
Introduction to
iNaturalist @
Riverfront Park w/ FVR

24

3

5:00-6:30 Online
Science Cafe Hosted by
Yavapai College*
25

4:30-6:00 SV Family
Makerspace Astronomy

1

FRIDAY
4

26

10:00-11:00 SV
Little Learners STEAM
Astronomy
6:00-9:00 Star Party
@ SV with CVDSC
4

10:00-11:00 SPL
Owl Pellet
Dissection*
12:00-2:00 VVDC
Arizona's 5-Cs
5

Details on other side
Source: Laurie Altringer, Science Vortex
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