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Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Dec 16      Jan 20      YCESA Christmas COCSD

Feb 17      Mar 24      VACTE Camp Verde

Apr 21      May 12 Mingus Yavapai College 

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

Dec 8     Lunch at the Palace (11:30 pm) 

Jan 19     Feb 16     Mar 16
      Apr 20     May 18 

Dec 8

Jan 26

Jan 31

Mar 1

Mar 7-9

New & Prospective Board Member Training, Coconino County ESA, 4 pm - 8 pm

Countywide Administrators’ Meeting, Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD, 8 am - 3 pm

Board Presidents Roundtable, YCESA Training Rm, 5 pm - 8 pm

New & Prospective Board Member Training, YCESA Training Rm, 4 pm - 8 pm

2022 Governing Board Election Info and Packets
     Mar 7  Cottonwood ESD--Yavapai County Annex Bldg
     Mar 8   Prescott--YCESA
     Mar 9   Kirkland--Kirkland ESD
 

2021-2022

Congratulations to both Mingus Union High and Cottonwood 
Oak Creek Elementary School Districts for their successful 
override elections, as canvassed and certified by the Yavapai 
County Board of Supervisors.  

MUHS got 50.53% “Yes” votes to continue its budget over-
ride. That’s about $800,000 more per year. COCSD won 
52.2% of its voters' approval to continue its budget override, 
for about $1.3 million annually. These two ballot questions for 
education were the only ones in Yavapai County in the 
November election.

Arizona Education News Service (AZEdNews) offers the 
following breakdown of the statewide education ballot items.

View an analysis of these election results and what to expect in 
the 2022 elections at AZEdNews on Elections.

Successful Overrides for 
Mingus Union and 

Cottonwood Oak Creek

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
              Verde Independent, 11/5/21
              AZEdNews, 11/10/21

Sending cards is a wonderful tradition during the holiday 
season and Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter and 
Prescott Sunrise Lions Club are pleased to highlight and honor 
student artwork. 

Each year, the Yavapai County Education Service Agency 
sends out a call throughout the county for voluntary student 
submissions. Then the agency uses the winning student 
designs as its holiday greeting. s

This year four designs were chosen from high school, middle 
school and elementary school K-2 and 3-5 categories. With a 
generous donation from Prescott Sunrise Lions Club, each 
student's class has won a cash prize of $250 to use for 
classroom supplies. Individual finalists received a Certificate of 
Achievement. And the YCESA now has charming cards to send. 

The YCESA is proud of the work of these students and pleased 
to share their unique art work throughout Yavapai County and 
Arizona. 

 Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA

Valeria Ayala
Bradshaw Mountain HS, Gr 9

Lucia Blanco
Prescott Valley Charter, Gr 6

Deegan LeMond
Humboldt Elem, Gr 4

Camberlin Segle
West Sedona Elem, Gr 2

Holiday Card Designs Chosen
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The Difference Between Standards and Curriculum

HOWI TW ORKS

ArizonaP ublic Engagement Task Force

ArizonaAimsHigher.org

STANDARDS

WHAT a child needs 
to know and do in each 

grade 

Adopted by the Arizona State 
Board of Educa@on in public 

meeB&gs 

EXAMPLE

 

From Arizona’s 4 th grade reading 
standards: “Describe in depth a 

character, seH&g, or event in a story 
or drama, drawing on specific details 

in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or acBons). (4.RL.3)”

 

CURRICULUM

HOW

 

the child is 
taught, including teaching 

materials 

Adopted by local district 
governing boards in 

public meeB&gs  

                    EXAMPLES

 

-Scope and Sequence 
-Curriculum Map 
-District Adopted Resources 
-Teacher-designed projects or 
worksheets 

State Standards 

Describe in depth a 
character, seH&g, or event 
in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details 
in the text (e.g., a 
character’s thoughts, 
words, or acBons) 

Adopted by state 

ARS §15-701 & 15-701.01

 

Curriculum 

 "Casey At The Bat" by 
Ernest Thayer 

 

 

Adopted by local 
governing board 

ARS §15-721 & 15-722

Lesson Plan 

Students read "Casey At 
The Bat".  

Students will  be able to 
idenBfy character traits of 
Casey by wriBng an essay 
using evidence to explain 
how his characterisBcs 
impact the poem. 

Developed by teacher 

The difference between standards and curriculum is 
difficult to articulate and often misunderstood.  Mingus 
Union High School District Supt. Mike Westcott shared 
this infographic that outlines the differences very well.  

Thanks, Mike.

Standards v. Curriculum

The Arizona Supreme Court judges have affirmed an earlier decis-
ion by Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Katherine Cooper 
who ruled it was illegal for legislators to pile legislative changes into 
bills labeled only as relating to the budget. Their decision voided a 
ban on mask mandates in public K-12 schools and several other 
legislative changes like a prohibition against colleges requiring 
vaccinations and how to teach about race in public schools. 

The judges unanimously supported the Arizona constitutional 
requirement that all measures deal with only a single subject and 
that all bills have a title that informs the public of what changes they 
make. 

The Legislature must now review the now-voided provisions.  
Senate President Karen Fann (R-Prescott) stated one possibility 
may be a special legislative session in which each of these  
provisions could be reintroduced and brought up for a vote on an 
individual basis. It remains unclear whether each could pass on its 
own.

County School Supt. Tim Carter, a long-time student of 
constitutional law, shared, “The Arizona Constitution stood proud on 
Tuesday. I am so pleased that the Arizona Supreme Court put 
politics aside and read the plain language of the Arizona 
Constitution as our founders intended. A good day to be an 
Arizonan! This should give us added faith in the system of 

Source: H. Fischer, AZCapMedia, 11/3/21
              Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Court Rules on Mask Mandate Ban
Constitution Requirement Upheld

A new organization calling itself a nonpartisan 
school board association is actually headed by 
Republican activists, including AZ GOP First Vice 
Chair Pam Kirby, Treasurer Sheila Muehling and 

Chairwoman Kelli Ward's daughter, Katie Ward. The Arizona Coalition 
of School Board Members Arizona  launched as an alternative to the 
School Boards Association.  

The Coalition said that each school board is “all but required” to join 
an association, and ASBA has the monopoly for policy guidance and 
training.  Currently, every single school district in Arizona is a member 
of ASBA. Some conservative groups and parents have voiced dis-
agreement with ASBA's position on issues like Empowerment 
Scholarship Accounts (ESAs), handling of COVID-19, and “critical 
race theory.” 

The new group advertises some of the same services offered by 
ASBA. For $25, inaugural members (school board members, parents, 
community members, school board candidates, teachers or admin-
istrators) can join the Coalition, which says it offers training and 
leadership development, policy services and advocacy.

Chris Kotterman, ASBA's director of government relations, states that 
Coalition's membership fee wouldn't cover the operation of com-
pliance services and other services ASBA provides. He suggests that 
it's not a replacement group, but a different organization.  ASBA's 
advocacy activities are a separate issue and are based on a political 
agenda adopted by its delegate assembly, which is made up of 
members.

Source: The Yellow Sheet, 10/15/21

Another School Board Association

The Yavapai County Education Service Agency 
recently hosted 14 New or Prospective Board 
Members  from district and charter schools for a 
four-hour training on Open Meeting Law, Conflict of 
Interest, Powers and Duties of Governing Boards, Policy 
Development, and Boardsmanship.

YCESA will be partnering with the Coconino County Education 
Service Agency on Dec. 8th in Flagstaff for the same training 
opportunity. There is no cost and dinner is provided.

Contact Jenn Nelson at  for more jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
information. 
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Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Upcoming Board Training 

The Difference Between Standards and Curriculum

HOW the child is 
taught, including 

teaching materials

WHAT a child needs to 
know and do in each 

grade

Adopted by local district 
governing boards in public 

meetings

Adopted by Arizona State 
Board of Education in public 

meetings

EXAMPLE
From Arizona’s 4th grade reading 
standards: “Describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in 
the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, 

words, or actions). (4.RL.3)”

EXAMPLES
- Scope and Sequence
- Curriculum Map
- District Adopted Resources
- Teacher-designed projects or 
worksheets

HOW IT WORKS

Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text (e.g., a 
character’s thoughts, words 
or actions

“Casey At The Bat” by 
Ernest Thayer Students read “Casey At The 

Bat.”

Students will be able to 
identify character traits of 
Casey by writing an essay 
using evidence to explain 
how his characteristics 
impact the poem. 

12/1/21 2
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For more information, contact:
Sheri Denny, Regional Philanthropic Advisor
SDenny@azfoundation.org
928.583.7816

CASH
FOR
COLLEGE

Monday, December 6 & Tuesday, December 7
5:00 to 6:00 p.m.

For the first time, the annual Cash for College event will take place on two consecutive 
evenings in a virtual, interactive platform! Attend the evening that works best for you, 
or tune in both nights to maximize your time with our many scholarship providers.

The Arizona Community Foundation is the largest independent provider of 
scholarships in the state. At this event, you’ll learn about the scholarships available 
from four-year universities, community colleges, and career/technical programs, as 
well as options for students returning to college.

This event is free and open to all students and their families in Yavapai County. Tell 
your friends, and share the news on social media!

Kiona Lynn,
ACF scholarship recipient

Virtual Scholarship Booths

Register at acf.cventevents.com/CashforCollege2021

Each year, the U.S. Junior Chamber International (JCI) Senate 
Foundation grants $1,000 scholarships to graduating high school seniors who 
plan to continue their education at accredited post-secondary colleges, 
universities or vocational schools. The number of grants awarded annually is at 
the discretion of the Foundation and must be used for educational expenses in the 
first year of full-time study. Checks awarded will be made out in the name of the 
recipient and the educational institution of the recipient’s choice.

The Scholarship program for 2021-2022 is now open.  Click on the 2021-2022 
Foundation Scholarship Application. Questions regarding the Scholarship 
Program, should be directed to the State. 

Contact Sheri Menendez via email at  with questions.  scholarship@usjcisenate.org

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Scholarships for Graduating Seniors

Don’t miss this opportunity!
Yavapai County Supt. Tim Carter is pleased to 
announce the following Governing Board appoint-
ments. In this challenging time for education, we 
especially appreciate those individuals  who are 
stepping forward now to help schools plot a course 
for educational success for all students. 

       Congratulations and thank you!

Bagdad USD  Kate Pierce is the appointment for  
Bagdad USD. With an A.A. in Accounting and 
bachelor's in Business Management, she is 
employ-ed by Freeport McMoran and is a member 
of the Community Advisory Board. She and her 
husband have resided in the district for five years 
and have two children in the school district. 

Supt. Carter feels Pierce understands her new role 
and will work to balance district needs. She intends 
to run for the seat in the 2022 election cycle. 

Congress ESD Congress ESD Governing Board 
has welcomed Deborah Miller to fill the seat 
opened due to the passing of Dutch Grogram. She 
has expressed an intent to run for this position next 
November.

A graduate of Wickenburg High School, Miller has 
studied accounting and business and handled 
many corporate accounts. This work as well as her 
jobs in Arizona school districts impressed Supt. 
Carter as experience that will translate well to 
boardsmanship. She and her husband have grown 
children and grandchildren.

Seligman USD   Supt. Carter selected Diane 
Pritchett for the Seligman USD Governing Board. 
She is a 30-year resident of the school district 
where she started her education career in 1980 as 
a classroom teacher. After raising her children, 
Pritchett returned to education where she retired 
as the district's superintendent in 2019. She holds 
a B.A. in Fine Arts and two NAU master’s degrees 
in elementary education and educational 
leadership.

Her understanding of board operations and 
education experience will be an asset in this role.

Yarnell ESD   Sherry Gareis joins Yarnell ESD. 
With no applicants, Supt. Carter sent a letter to 
every household in the district with at least one 
registered voter. Three applicants responded.

Gareis has owned property in the district for 10 
years and resided there since 2018. She attended 
Glendale Community College and Devry Institute 
for general studies and computer science. She and 
her husband own a real estate company in Peeple 
Valley. They have 4 children and 10 grandchildren.

Her perspective as a parent and business owner 
will be of value to the Yarnell board. 

Governing Board Appointments

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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The Gardner Family Teacher Scholarships 
“An Educational Endowment”

2022 GLADYS GARDNER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PERIOD FOR 

PROSPECTIVE OR DISPLACED TEACHERS WILL OPEN SOON!!

Applications will be accepted beginning November 8, 2021 through March 1, 2022

Application will be accessible through the GiFTS website beginning November 8, 2021

http://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship

All applications must be received by midnight March 1, 2022

GiFTS is offering $2,000 minimum scholarships 

for prospective and displaced teachers

As a reminder...
Kudos to Frank Vander Horst and Denise Ronk of the Yavapai 
County Education Service Agency E-Rate Consulting Services!

YCESA is pleased to announce that refunds for the 2021-22 
school year totaling $9.1 million have been approved and fully 
paid. Additionally, the Emergency Connectivity Funds to date 
total another $5.3 million, with approximately $2 million more 
awaiting approval. ECF are at 100% reimbursement to schools 
and libraries.

Thank you to Frank and Denise for a job well done!
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E-Rate, ECF Funding
Rock!

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The U.S. Department of Education has provided FAQs on how 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
(ESSER) and Governor's Emergency Education Relief 
(GEER) funds may be used by local education agencies for 
student transportation, including funding to address a 
shortage of school bus drivers due to COVID-19. 

Thank you to the Arizona Association of School Business 
Officials for sharing these.

Find this info on student transportation at FAQs on ESSER 
and GEER.

FAQs for ESSER and GEER Transportation FAQs for ESSER and GEER Transportation 

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Many school districts have asked questions about the use of 
non-school bus vehicles, commonly known as "white fleet 
vehicles." In response, the Arizona School Risk Retention 
Trust, Inc. (The Trust) has prepared information and program 
guidelines  to "assist school districts in developing and 
implementing useful, functional white fleet policies." The 
guidelines include the definition and proper use of white fleet 
vehicles. 

See the information from the Trust at White Fleet Program 
Guidelines.

...and a repeat of
more transportation info

Source: Barb U’Ren, The Trust

The Arizona School Administrators have one 
more Qualified Evaluator Training workshop for 
this 2021-22 school year still available on January 

6, 2022. This is a virtual, compacted training session.

If you or someone in your district needs this training, please 
contact us for a registration form. We must receive the 
registration in our office by Dec. 13, 2021 in order to have time 
to process it. An authorized PO and the registration form are 
required for registration.

Please email registration form and PO to  You johnh@azsa.org
may mail the registration form with a check to the address 
below; or email the registration form to  and carmen@azsa.org
then call her with the credit card information at (602) 252-0361.

Reminder...

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Wes Brownfield, Executive Director of the Arizona Rural 
Schools Association, is sharing research and website links from 
the NAU Department of Educational Leadership Rural & Small 
Schools Resource Center (NAURRC), a partnership between 
ARSA and NAU. He offers these to support  educators at all 
levels.

The NAURRC website is available at   and www.NAURRC.org
has discussions and links to many hot topics and current 
research articles. 

This month you'll find the Arizona Initiative for Leadership 
Development and Research (AZiLDR) program, which is a two-
year development model aimed at improving working condi-
tions, teacher retention, leadership capacity and sustainable 
school improvement amidst the challenges of COVID-19. 
Check out the tabs for videos and written resources on 
governing board relations, school facilities and more.

Many thanks to Wes for bringing this service to the education 
community.

NAU – ARSA Partnership
Topics and Research

Source: Wes Brown, ARSA

Kelly Krusee, program manager for the Office of Digital 
Teaching and Learning with the Arizona Department of 
Education, is encouraging all Arizona school district superin-
tendents to complete the 2021 Digital Teaching and Learning 
Opportunity Assessment sent to them by State Supt. Kathy 
Hoffman. It is open for submissions until Dec. 15, 2021. 

Information is available at . Contact Opportunity Assessment
Krusee at . ODTL@azed.gov

This is a tool that allows LEAs to identify opportunities and set 
targets for growth in digital learning. ADE will use the submitted 
data to identify, prioritize and allocate resources for support. 

The goal of the program is to achieve connectivity, devices, 
and skills for all K-12 schools and students in the state of 
Arizona. Source: Kelly Krusee, ADE

Digital Teaching and Learning
Assessment
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Grants, competitions, awards, and 
more! Large, multi-year projects for 
districts or smaller enhancements 
for classrooms ...we’ll share what 
we find in grant opportunities. Click 
here to take a look at these!

  YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in  on the yellow
website. Here are just some NEW opportunities we’ve 
uncovered:

The Les Paul Foundation    Grants
Awards vary       Jan 15, 2022
For programs that encourage innovation in music production and/or 
performance as well as to innovative STEM and STEAM programs for 
students and others in challenging situations

The Laura Bush Foundation    America Libraries Grants
Awards vary      Dec 31, 2021
To support the neediest PreK-12 school libraries to update, extend, and 
diversify the book and print collections of their libraries. Aims to 
encourage students to develop a love of reading and learning.

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website. 

Jen Miller, YCESA Nursing Supervisor, reminds schools who 
have the BinaxNOW COVID-19 antigen self-test kits with 
expired dates to discard them. There is a limited stock of kits 
that will expire Dec. 11, 2021 and she is expecting to receive 
additional ones that are good until May. Schools may pick-up 
new kits from YCESA or Yavapai County Community Health 
Services.

The Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) distribution location 
is now at Yavapai College with Chris Espinosa managing it. 

Reach him at  .Christopher.espinosa@yavapaiaz.gov

Please help spread the word!

COVID Test Kits and PPE Available

1

2

3

If you have questions about
whether or not you should get

tested please call your
healthcare provider or the
public health department.

People should not get tested again within 3

months of a positive test unless they

develop new symptoms. A negative test is

NOT required to return to work or school.

People referred by their
healthcare provider or

school
People referred to testing by their

healthcare provider or school should

get tested following the

recommendations and guidelines of the

referring organization.

 

People with a known
COVID-19 exposure

People who have come into close

contact with someone with a known

case of COVID-19 should get tested 5-7

days after there exposure. Testing

before this may cause an inaccurate

result.

People with symptoms of
COVID-19

People with symptoms of COVID-19 such

as fever, cough, fatigue, difficulty breathing,

body aches, headache, sore throat,

congestion, runny nose, nausea, vomiting,

and loss of taste or smell should get

tested.

WHO SHOULD GET
TESTED FOR COVID-19?
Testing is a valuable resource! To protect the health

and well-being of our community, we need to

prioritize the testing of sick and at-risk people.

Source: Seth Paget, Yavapai County Community Heath Services

Here's a question recently presented to Supt. Tim 
Carter from a Governing Board Member: How long 
“after the fact” can a community member bring an 
Open Meeting Law violation charge against a District 
Governing Board or an individual member of the 
Board? 

After some research, Carter feels that A.R.S. § 12-821 
addresses this issue.

A.R.S. § 12-821 provides:
12-821. General limitation; public employee All actions 

against any public entity or public employee shall be brought 
within one year after the cause of action accrues and not 
afterward.

Carter added that he is not aware of any Attorney General 
Opinions on this point either. So his answer is that the statute 
of limitations is likely one year after the cause of action occurs.  

Great question!

Source: Jen Miller, YCESA

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Board Member Question
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Best wishes to you and yours

fo� a  ha�py and healthy 

ho�iday �eason

f�om Supt. Tim Carter 

and the

Yavapai County 

Service Agency

The Yavapai County Education Service Agency recently concluded a complimentary 15-hour training for substitutes (guest 
teachers) with about 30 individuals completing the two-day course. They heard about various aspects of the job from a 
cadre of speakers.

YCESA appreciates the following people and agencies who donated their time and expertise to make this a valuable 
training:

· Dani Tomerlin, YCESA Substitute Coordinator (planning, organizing and sharing her knowledge of SEI);
· Stan Goligoski, YCESA Executive Director (leadership and coordination of the overall substitute consolidation 

efforts);
· Dr. Matt Schumacher, Principal of Cottonwood Community School (COCSD) (the Principal's perspective);
· Yavapai County teachers panel—Helen Hyatt (Bradshaw Mountain HS – Humboldt), Amanda Atherton (Prescott 

HS – Prescott), Leanne Wellert (Heritage MS – Chino Valley), and Pam Francen (Mayer Elementary – Mayer) (the 
Classroom Teacher's perspective)

· Dr. Tara O'Neil, Yavapai College Education Department (“Introduction to Substitute Teaching”);
· Association of Education Service Agencies (AESA) and CESA #5 of Texas (sharing their extensive Substitute 

Training Manual);
· Jen Miller, YCESA Nursing Director (instruction on first aid, emergency situations, CPR, COVID, and common 

health issues of students); and
· Joe Donaldson, YCESA Special Education Director (extensive knowledge of IDEA, ELL, and Section 504 

accommodations).

YCESA will sponsor another class in August 2022 or as soon as there are 25 teachers ready to take the course.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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