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Masking Mandate Still Hanging
Maricopa County Superior Judge Katherine Cooper recently declared portions of the Budget Reconciliation Bill unconstitutional
due to the “single subject rule” and the “short title rule.” She said lawmakers did not comply with Arizona constitutional
requirements that bills be limited to a single subject and that the title of each measure inform people of what it contains. The
Arizona Supreme Court then refused to suspend Judge Cooper's ruling. but indicated a willingness to review this ruling on an
expedited basis due to the “constitutional nature of the questions.”
According to the Arizona School Boards Association, the ruling in question aﬀects:
· the prohibition on districts requiring masks “on students or staﬀ during school hours and on school property;”
· the prohibition “requiring a student or teacher to receive a vaccine for COVID-19 or to wear a face covering to participate
in in-person instruction;”
· the prohibition of a teacher, administrator or other school oﬃcial from making certain curriculum and instruction choices
about teaching race, ethnicity and gender; and
· the prohibition of a public oﬃcial from using public monies or resources to “organize, plan or execute any activity that
impedes or prevents a public school from operating for any period of time.”
Arizona Department of Education has issued some guidance on moving forward, but there are many issues still up in the air.
Certainty is forthcoming and school district actions, such as mandating masking, may have to be reversed.
Find Judge Cooper’s ruling at Ruling on Budget Reconcilia on Bills.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County; H. Fischer, AZCapMedia

Students Chat
with Space Station
Prescott Uniﬁed School District is honored to have been
selected to contact the International Space Station (ISS) on
Tuesday, October 5th through the Amateur Radio on the
International Space Station program. Students will be able to
ask astronaut Mark T. Vande Hei questions in real time via
amateur radio. The event will last about 30 minutes beginning
at 10:50 am and will be viewable on YouTube at
h ps://youtu.be/hESAlh7Wkg4.
Thank you to PUSD Asst. Supt. Mardi Read for sharing this
hands-on learning activity and congratulations to PUSD.
Source: PUSD Asst. Supt. Mardi Reader
Quad City Administrators
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm
Oct 20 Nov 17
Dec 8 Christmas lunch TBD (11:30 pm)
Jan 19 Feb 16 Mar 16
Apr 20 May 18
Verde Valley
Valley Superintendents
Superintendents
Verde
10:00 am10:00
(unless shown)
Oct 21 Sedona Nov 18 Clarkdale-Jerome
Dec 16 YCESA Christmas Jan 20 COCSD
Feb 17 VACTE Mar 24 Camp Verde
Apr 21 Mingus May 12 Yavapai College

2021-2022

Dec 21 New and Prospective Board Member Training, YCESA Training Rm, 4 pm - 8 pm
Jan 3

Board Presidents Roundtable, YCESA Training Rm, 5 pm - 8 pm

Jan 26 Countywide Administrators’ Meeting, Cottonwood Oak Creek USD, 8 am - 3 pm
Mar 1

New and Prospective Board Member Training, YCESA Training Rm, 4 pm - 8 pm

Mar 7-9 2022 Governing Board Election Info and Packets
Mar 7 Cottonwood ESD--Yavapai
County Annex Bldg
Mar 8 Prescott--YCESA
Mar 9 Kirkland--Kirkland ESD
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Census Changes for Districts
Census information impacts school districts since funding is based on school
attendance. The following chart shows the change in each Yavapai County
school district population from the 2010 census to the 2020 census. This
information is courtesy of Kevin Blake, Director of Geographic Information
Services (GIS) of Yavapai County.
2020
POPULATION

2010
POPULATION

PERCENT
CHANGE

Ash Fork SD #31
Bagdad SD #20
Beaver Creek Elem entary SD #26
Cam p Verde SD #28
Canon Elem entary SD #50
Chino Valley SD #51
Clarkdale-Jerom e SD #3
Congress Elem entary SD #17
Cottonwood Oak Creek SD #6
Crow n King Elem entary SD #41
HillsideElem entary SD #35
Hum boldt SD #22
Kirkland SD #23
M ayer SD #43
Prescott SD #1
Sedona Oak Creek SD #9
Seligm an SD #40
Skull Valley Elem entary SD #15
W ickenburg SD #60
W lliam son Valley Elem entary SD #2
Yarnell Elem entary SD #52

978
2,191
5,217
12,686
2,755
24,640
4,178
2,151
30,929
90
89
61,727
1,222
5,826
62,220
14,402
1,316
513
1,247
715
1,117

1,000
2,143
4,808
11,452
2,916
21,510
3,816
2,439
29,401
174
129
51,112
1,202
5,681
54,599
14,440
1,316
611
495
607
1,182

-2.20%
2.24%
8.51%
10.78%
-5.52%
14.55%
9.49%
-11.81%
5.20%
-48.28%
-31.01%
20.77%
1.66%
2.55%
13.96%
-0.26%
0.00%
-16.04%
151.92%
17.79%
-5.50%

TOTAL

236209

211,033

11.93%

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Applications for 2021-2022
Now Open!
Do you know a high school junior or senior
who is passionate about community engagement, leadership, and government? He/She
may be a great candidate for the 2021-2022
U.S. Senate Youth Program.
Each year, the Arizona Department of
Education selects two outstanding student
delegates to represent our state at USSYP
Washington Week in Washington, D.C. The
two students receive a life-changing week of
programming and the opportunity to meet
passionate peers from across the country -- in
addition to a $10,000 scholarship each.
Applications are due October 15th.
Please visit the ADE webpage at USSYP for
more information about application requirements and to download the application.
Contact Jimmy Arwood at
scholarships@azed.gov with any questions.
Source: J. Arwood, ADE

Congratulations to the newly-elected oﬃcers of the Yavapai County Educational Technology
Consortium (YCETC)! At the annual meeting on Sept. 10, 2021, members elected President Kathy
Epperson (Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD), Vice President Marvy McNeese (Prescott Lakes Parkway
School) and Treasurer Gary Cummins (Bagdad USD) to lead for the coming year. County Supt. Tim
Carter will continue as Secretary.
YCETC also welcomed new board members Mike Westcott (Superintendent of Mingus Union HSD)
and Matt Schumacher (Principal of Cottonwood Community School), representing Groups 2 and 3,
respectively.
YCETC is the voluntary educational cooperative program providing leadership and coordination of technology activities among
district, charter, community college, college, university and library participants. For more information, visit YCETC.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Ban on Mask Mandates?
A new poll from Arizona School Boards Association and HighGround public aﬀairs consultant Paul Bentz suggests a majority
of likely Arizona voters oppose the K-12 school mask mandate ban that legislators tucked in to the Budget Reconciliation Bill.
The study found that 59% of respondents opposed the measure, which bans school districts and charters from imposing mask
mandates on campus.
Gov. Ducey, who signed the bill, has long opposed mandates and the poll did not change his view. According to his
spokesperson, Ducey is “not anti-mask, but anti-mandate.” Since this is not an election year, the Governor is not paying
attention to polling, reported the spokesperson.
The poll results show that local control is alive and well in Arizona.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County; The Yellow Sheet Report
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ECF Round 2 Open
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NEW AND PROSPECTIVE BOARD
MEMBER TRAINING
December 1, 2021
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
(includes dinner)

Yavapai County Education Service Agency
Training Room
2970 Centerpointe East Dr.
Prescott, AZ 86301

Training will cover topics related to the role of a
Board Member:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Powers and Duties of Governing Boards
Open Meeting Law
Policy Development
Budget Developement
Boardmanship
Board Member Ethics

No Charge! Register at
Governing Board Training Reservations
Questions: Jenn Nelson 928-442-5238

Over $5 billion was requested during the ﬁrst round of the
Emergency Connectivity Fund awards that closed on August
13th, leaving just over $2 billion more to be allocated. That's a
lot of money still available to help close the homework gap
with equipment and internet services!
YCESA E-rate Manager Frank Vander Horst said the ﬁrst
wave of EDF awarded 14 YCESA E-rate clients with a total of
$1 million for laptops and home internet service to students,
school staﬀ, and library patrons. Unlike normal E-rate, this
equipment and internet service is funded at 100%. These 14
clients represent only 25% of the clients who ﬁled for ECF.
The second ECF window is now open until October 13th. If
you submitted in the ﬁrst window, you do not need to resubmit. Round 2 is for those who did not apply in Round 1, or
did apply in Round 1 but have realized incremental needs
since that ﬁling.
For ECF ﬁlings you need the following:
· Justiﬁcation for your request
· Quotes for devices
· Quotes for hot spots (residential or bus)
· Quotes for home intern et
Ÿ SPI letter from any vendor who you receive a quote
you and plan to use SPI billing
The same rules and eligibility apply as in the ﬁrst window:
Funding is for this school year
Ÿ $400 max per tablet, laptop, or ChromeBook (not
including taxes)
Ÿ $250 max per hot spot plus the monthly hot spot
internet service costs
Hot spots for school buses are eligible

3

Please contact Frank Vander Horst at 928-499-8421with
questions.
Source: Frank Vander Horst, YCESA; Milan Eaton, ADE

Governing Board Appointments
Congress ESD
Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter is pleased to announce the appointment of Sheri Milner to the Congress ESD
Governing Board.
Ms. Milner has lived in the district for seven years and has two
grandchildren attending Congress School. She served in the
U.S. Navy for six years as an air traﬃc controller and holds a
B.S. and M.A. from the University of Phoenix in information
systems and technology management.

Beaver Creek ESD
Mr. Perry Krowne is the newly appointed member to the Beaver
Creek ESD Governing Board. He has a B.S. in Electrical
Engineering and additional studies in accounting and ﬁnance
as well as a legal assistant certiﬁcation. He is retired from the
ﬁnance and accounting industry.
Married with two adult children, Krowne has lived in the district
for 24 years. He previously served on the Beaver Creek
Governing Board from 2017-2020 and stays active with the
local library and literary society.

With her career in program management and information
technology before her retirement, Supt. Carter feels Milner will
bring expertise and diverse experiences to the board.

Supt. Carter is pleased to have Krowne's experience and
expertise.

Welcome and best wishes to Sheri!

Thank you for your service, Perry.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Grants, competitions, awards,
and more! Large, multi-year
projects for districts or smaller
enhancements for classrooms
...we’ll share what we ﬁnd in
grant opportunities. Take a look
at these!

YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the
website. Plus there are often some highlighted in red
especially for relief with coronavirus issues. Here are just
some NEW opportunities we’ve uncovered:

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website.

S

Y

A

Election Services

Walmart Local Community Grants
$250 - $5,000 ea
Dec 31, 2021
Provides schools in need with the funding to complete educational
projects or purchase classroom supplies resources.

C

E

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award
Up to $3,000 ea
Oct 31, 2021
Honors those who teach citizenship education topics regularly and
promote America's history and traditions eﬀectively. Submit to nearest
VFW post.

Yavapai County Education Service Agency oversees elections
pertaining to school districts in Yavapai County. That includes
governing board elections and special school elections like
budget overrides and bonds. November elections for governing
board members are on a two-year cycle and special issues
ballots are at the request of district governing boards.
The November 2, 2021 election will have override renewals on
the ballot for Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD and Mingus Union
HSD. The override election timeline is available at 2021 Override
Timeline.
The 2022 governing board election is just around the corner, too.
YCESA will host meetings to present information, answer
questions and accept opening campaign information from
potential candidates. The dates and locations are Monday,
March 7, 2022, at the Yavapai County Annex Building in
Cottonwood; Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at the YCESA Training
Room in Prescott; and Wednesday, March 9, 2022, at Kirkland
School in Kirkland. Interested individuals may attend any of the
meetings.
For more information, go to YCESA Election Services or contact
Jenn Nelson at Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov or 928-442-5138.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Grant Opportunity
Making a diﬀerence every business day, one by one®.
one by one® is our way of giving back. Our way of making
sure that every day we do something — even if it's just one
thing — to help make the world a better place. It's a program
that reﬂects our culture and our philosophy. A culture that
recognizes that each one of us has a special contribution to
make and a philosophy that success is rarely built through
bold moves and broad strokes. It's achieved through many
small successes each layered one over the other.
That's the spirit of one by one®.
Through one by one® we award $500 grants for promotional
products to organizations that are making a diﬀerence. This
helps them spread the word, recruit volunteers, thank donors,
or in some other way turn one thing into something much
more. Over the course of year, the number of grants we
award averages out to be 5 each business day.
If you are employed by, or serve on the Board of Directors of
a 501(c)(3) charity, religious organization or accredited
school, and are working hard to make a diﬀerence in your
community, we want to help.
Tell us your story. Apply

Today!

Source: Cherie Dreves, Kidz Zone Magazine

Searching for Solutions to Bus Driver Shortages
Just like almost every school district in Yavapai County and rural Arizona, Cottonwood Oak Creek School District Supt. Steve
King is frustrated with being able to ﬁnd and retain bus drivers. After hearing of how Massachusetts and other states are
mobilizing their National Guards to help provide transportation relief, King suggested that we might see if Gov. Ducey would be
willing to follow the lead of Massachusetts and other states who have mobilized their National Guards to help provide relief.
County Supt. Tim Carter, knowing that other counties are having this critical concern, asked Barry Aarons, the lobbyist for the
Arizona Association of County Superintendents, to see if the governor's oﬃce might support the idea. This same plan was also
mentioned at the weekly meeting of a Task Force hosted by State Supt. Kathy Hoﬀman,
It seems the door is open to “looking into it” with such wide need for bus drivers. Hopefully, there will be more to come of this
idea.
Thank you for the suggestion Supt. King. Find the NPR presentation on this topic at NPR National Guard Support for Schools.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Champions of Education
Hello Yavapai County School Leaders,
In lieu of a Teacher of the Year Program, the Yavapai County
Education Foundation (YCEF) is working with Prescott
Newspapers, Inc. to develop a Yavapai County Champions of
Education Magazine, which should publish at the end of April
2022, where every school site, all 101 of them, is being invited
to name the person from their school to be featured in a
magazine dedicated solely to Yavapai County school
employees. Here are the facts about the program...
· No cost to the school. We expect every school site will
participate. Submission implies permission by the nominee.
· Every school site can select an employee and highlight why
that person is being honored. It can be a teacher, administrator,
or classiﬁed staﬀ. (For example, Prescott Uniﬁed has six
schools, each of those schools, picks an honoree. Smaller
schools, like Crown King with only has one site, also picks one
person).
· The school site will use whatever method and whatever
criteria they wish to make that determination for this unique
honor. Again, it is completely up to you.
· The school will be responsible for writing up to a 300-word
typed statement along with a photo to be showcased in the
magazine. These should be delivered in an email addressed to
YCEF at jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov naming the person,
telling our readers about the person, and why they were
selected to be honored as a champion of education. In order to
be grammatically consistent, please write nomination
statements in a third-person format.
· In an email, identify the school contact, who sent the email,
with name, school, phone number and email address by
November 2021. If edits are necessary, this is the contact
person who will be notiﬁed.

Department of Transportation /
Federal Transit Administration
Grants for Buses and Bus Facilities
Many communities throughout Arizona have transportation
challenges. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
announced the availability of approximately $409.59 million of
Fiscal Year 2021 funds for buses, bus facilities, and bus
equipment. The purpose of the Grants for Buses and Bus
Facilities Program (click on link) is to assist in the ﬁnancing of
buses and bus facilities capital projects, including replacing,
rehabilitating, purchasing or leasing buses or related
equipment, and rehabilitating, purchasing, constructing or
leasing bus-related facilities. A webinar for this opportunity will
be held on Wednesday, October 13, 2021 from 2:00 pm to
3:30 pm EST.
Eligible applicants include:
· City or township governments
· Native American tribal governments (Federally
recognized)
· County governments
· State governments
· Others (Eligible applicants include designated
recipients that allocate funds to ﬁxed route bus
operators, states or local governmental entities that
operate ﬁxed route bus service, and Indian tribes.
Eligible subrecipients include all otherwise eligible
applicants and also private nonproﬁt organizations
engaged in public transportation. Subrecipients
include eligible recipients that receive grant funding
under the formula or discretionary programs may
allocate amounts from the grant to subrecipients that
are public agencies or private nonproﬁt organizations
engaged in public transportation.)
Applications are due November 19, 2021.

The award ceiling is $40,590,000.
· The 300-word maximum statement and the contact
For more information on the Grants for Buses and Bus
information must be received by January 21, 2022. We will take Facilities Program, contact Tom Wilson, Oﬃce of Program
them as soon as they are ready. For preparation purposes, the Management, (202) 366-5279 or thomas.wilson@dot.gov
sooner the information is received the better, but February 18,
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
2022 is the deadline for any edits.
· The 120 +/- page professionally created and designed
magazine will be published near the end of April and each
school staﬀ member and their Governing Boards will get a
complimentary copy. About 7,000 copies will go to the schools
and another 11,000 copies will be placed as inserts in local
papers all over Yavapai County. That’s about 18,000 copies all
together. What a tribute to our teachers and staﬀ for the work
they do!!
To help your school site remain organized and on schedule for
the 2021-2022 YCEF Tribute Magazine, ﬁnd a check list

HERE

School Transportation
Guidelines
Thank you to Barbara U'Ren of Arizona School Risk Retention
Trust (The Trust) for sharing the Transportation White Fleet
Guidelines for your use.
The information is intended to assist districts in developing and
implementing useful, functional white ﬂeet policies, with “white
ﬂeet” being any non-school bus vehicle driven by school staﬀ,
volunteers, or coaches, whether or not students are
passengers.
Click here for this document
White Fleet Vehicle Program.Guidelines.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Learn more
education.asu.edu/statewide

Become a teacher
in your community
No matter where you are in Arizona, you can earn your bachelor’s degree
leading to teacher certiﬁcation with ASU’s Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College.

Contact us
ASUeducation@asu.edu
480-965-9995
Connect
educationasu
asueducation
asu_teachers_college
ASU Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College

The best teacher-preparation program in Arizona is now more
accessible and aﬀordable for students anywhere in the state
Accessible
If you live in Arizona and outside of Maricopa County, you can take remote classes
via ASU Sync and earn a bachelor’s degree leading to teacher certiﬁcation.

Aﬀordable
You may be eligible for funding such as the Arizona Teachers Academy at ASU, a
scholarship that covers tuition for students who make a commitment to teach in
Arizona after graduation. Learn more:
education.asu.edu/ATA

Choose from these degree programs:
• Early Childhood and Early Childhood Special Education, BAE:
Earn dual teaching certiﬁcation in Early Childhood Education and Early
Childhood Special Education, Birth–age 8 or grade 3.
• Secondary Education, BAE:
Earn a Secondary Education certiﬁcation to teach grades 6-12. Choose from
concentrations in math, science, English or history.
• Special Education and Elementary Education, BAE:
Earn dual teaching certiﬁcation in Mild-Moderate Disabilities Special
Education (grades K–12) and Elementary Education (grades K–8).

Quality preparation for a teaching career
Our Ofﬁce of Professional Experiences will work with you to identify a placement
at a school in your local area where a certiﬁed teacher will mentor you. You’ll have
the support of ASU faculty, academic advisors and success coaches throughout
your coursework and your internships and residencies.

uick FAQs
What is ASU Sync?
ASU Sync enables you to attend class from anywhere that works for you.
Regularly scheduled classes take place remotely through Zoom. Classes
are designed to foster active collaboration and discussion in real-time with
top-tier faculty and your peers throughout Arizona.

How long will it take to earn my degree?
Most students can earn their bachelor's degree in two years. You must ﬁrst
complete your associate degree, or transfer in previously earned college
credits, before pursuing an ASU Sync undergraduate program. Plan your
personalized transfer path here:admission.asu.edu/MyPath2ASU

How do I apply?
ASU Sync undergraduate programs are available to students who live in
Arizona, outside of Maricopa County. Classes will be conducted remotely,
but you will need to apply for admission to the ASU partner location that is
closest to where you live:
ASU@Northeastern Arizona
ASU@Pima
ASU@TheGilaValley
ASU@Yavapai
ASU@Yuma
Applying to an ASU partner location will NOT aﬀect where you conduct your
internships and residencies. Start your application at:
asu.edu/apply

Are you already working in a school as a paraprofessional? We work with schools
to create accessible pathways that may allow you to keep your job while earning
a degree.

Vision Kits Available
The Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) Sensory Screening Program is pleased to announce that School Districts/
Charter Holders can now sign up between September 16, 2021 to October 31, 2021 to receive a Vision Kit. One person from
each School District/Charter Holder should sign up to receive a Vision Kit for each of the schools within the district or charter.
The Sensory Screening Program has a limited supply of Vision Kits and will do its best to ensure proper distribution. In order to
receive a Vision Kit, the following criteria must be met:
·
Must be a school according to ARS §36-899.10: a school district or charter school that provides instruction in preschool or
kindergarten programs and grades one through twelve, or any combination of those programs or grades.
·
At least one representative of each school must be currently certiﬁed by successfully completing an ADHS-approved vision
screening training course.
·

Schools must not already have received a Vision Kit from the Sensory Screening Program

Vision Kits are NO longer going to be disseminated to individual ADHS Certiﬁed Vision Screeners, but will be given directly to
School Districts/Charter Holders. We ask that the District/Charter Holder sign up for one Vision Kit per school. The Sensory
Screening Program will do its best to accommodate this. After signing up the Sensory Screening Program will review the request
and then reach out to the contact person with instructions on how to pick up the Vision Kits. Additional information about the
Vision Kits can be found on our FAQ page.
Thank you,
Sensory Screening Program of Arizona Department of Health Services, Email: sensoryprogram@azdhs.gov , Cell: (480) 2718832, Oﬃce Hours: 10 AM to 1 PM
Source: Jen Miller, YCESA Nursing Director
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