
��� �� �� �E   S� �� �� �� ��� � C A � �� �� ��� ��  � Y                              

2021-2022

Preparing for Cyber 
Liability Coverage                   p. 6

Statewide Assessment
Results for 2020-2021             p. 3

County Wide Administrators’
Meeting Registration              p. 2

YCESA 
 

The First Choice for Responsive Educational Services                                                

Yavapai County Education Service Agency

News
Volume 16, Issue 9
September 2021

09/01/2021                                                                                                                      1

Sep 22 Countywide Administrators 
Meeting, Prescott USD Washing-
ton School, 8 am - 5 pm 

Verde Valley Superintendents 
10:00

         Countywide Prescott   Sep 22 

Oct 21 Nov 18 Sedona      Clarkdale-Jerome

Dec 16 Jan 20YCESA Christmas      COCSD     

Feb 17 Mar 24 VACTE     Camp Verde     

Apr 21 May 12 Mingus      Yavapai College 

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

Sep 22 Countywide Prescott (8 am)

Oct 20     Nov 17    
Dec 8 Christmas lunch TBD (11:30 pm)     

Jan 19     Feb 16     Mar 16
      Apr 20     May 18 
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In light of the growing negative social behavior targeting 
school board members, Yavapai County School 
Superintendent and former president of the Arizona State 
Board of Education Tim Carter recently offered the following 
commentary to the local media. 

Dear Editor, 

I was recently contacted by several constituents expressing great 
concern over the increasing lack of civility in our country, state, 
and an alarming increase within Yavapai County. In particular, 
these citizens were concerned with the disruption and disrespect 
being shown to school district Governing Board Members. It was 
suggested that I was the appropriate person to address it. I 
concur. 

Civility is defined “as courtesy or politeness, as exhibited by 
behaviors that produce feelings of respect, dignity, and trust. It is 
not disruption of a meeting, yelling or talking out of order, 
cursing, threatening, intimidation, or harassment”. 

It may help to better understand Article 11 of the Arizona 
Constitution, in which our founders created four levels of 
educational authority:
Ÿ State Board of Education (appointed by the Governor and 

tasked with statewide policy development),
Ÿ State Superintendent of Public Instruction (elected in a 

partisan race, the leader of the Arizona Department of 
Education, the closest thing we have to a statewide 
regulatory agency),

Ÿ County School Superintendents (elected in a partisan race,  
provides direct services such as district finance, elections, 
with the authority to temporarily fill Board vacancies), and 

Ÿ School District Governing Boards (elected in non-partisan 
races, to develop policies and school budgets on a local level 
as authorized by state law). 

Each is separate and equal, providing checks / balances, with 
specific separation of powers established by law. Each has its  
own “powers and duties,” with authority limited to those items. 
Each take an oath that requires we “support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States of America and the Constitution 

Civility at School Board Meetings 

Civility...continued on pg. 2

Twenty Yavapai County teachers are being honored with a nice 
surprise! Prescott's Findlay Subaru and General Manager David 
“Mac” McFarlane donated $10,000 to Adopt A Classroom to 
provide each of these classroom wizards with a $500 grant for 
supplies for their classrooms. 

Yavapai County Education Foundation (YCEF) compiled “A 
Tribute to Yavapai County Educators” last May showcasing an 
educator from each of 88 schools in Yavapai County, site-selected 
for their commitment to the education of our young people. Findlay 
Subaru asked Yavapai County Education Service Agency to 
randomly select 20 teachers from among those 88 honorees.

The partners are proud to announce these winners:

Thomas Reinsmith  Arizona Agribusiness & Equine Center High School
Deborah Redig   Ash Fork Elementary School
Kelly Winkels   Bagdad Middle and High School
Rick Lashley   Camp Verde Accommodation School
Trinka Hall   Canon Elementary School
Dan Lopez   Heritage Middle School
Erica Allred   Clarkdale-Jerome Elementary School
Suzanne Sims  Congress Elementary School
Michelle Egan   Cottonwood Community School
Olivia Rebstein   Dr. Daniel Bright School
Karen Wagner   Lake Valley School
Mary Ticer   Granville Elementary School
Sandra Satathite   Kirkland Elementary School
Pam Francen   Mayer Elementary school
Michelle Villanueva   PACE Academy
Richelle Davis   Taylor Hicks Elementary School
Becky Parks   West Sedona School
Kerry Johnson   Skyview Charter School
Lori Bomar   Model Creek School
Jose Rosario   Yavapai County High School

A brief Subaru Loves Learning ceremony will be held at 4:00 pm 
on Friday, September 10th at the dealership in Prescott. 

Congratulations to our teachers and thank you to partners Findlay 
Subaru Adopt A Classroom, , and YCEF.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

20 Star Teachers Awarded Grants



2

and laws of the State of Arizona against all enemies foreign 
and domestic.” State Board and local Governing Board 
Members are unpaid volunteers, spending countless hours in 
carrying out their duties. 

Thus, Governing Board Members are elected officials and 
constitutional officers. We can disagree with them, but they 
deserve our respect. 

Individual Governing Board members do not make decisions, 
they vote on agenda items as part of a Board. The Board 
makes decisions, since a majority is required for passage. 

All meetings of the Board are controlled under the Open 
Meeting Law. Board agendas must be posted at least 24 hours 
in advance. The Board may allow “public participation” and 
determine the length of time for the whole public participation 
segment and for individual speakers. This is a best practice 
and most political subdivisions allow this, some do not.  
Normally speakers may only speak about items on the agenda. 
The citizen many times will offer alternative suggestions about 
how the issue can be handled. Under Arizona law, the Board 
may not engage the speaker, it can only listen, and may ask 
the school district Superintendent to communicate with the 
speaker or to place the issue on a future agenda for 
discussion.  A public meeting is a “meeting of the Board”. It is a 
time and place for the Board to conduct the business of the 
district that the public may attend, observe and record by audio 
or video (as long as it does not disrupt the proceedings).  It is 
NOT a time for any member of the public to disrupt or threaten 
members of the Board. In fact, there are various laws that can 
be put into action to address and stop this type of behavior. 
The consequences are even worse, if a person or group, 
attends the meeting with “intent” to disrupt the meeting. That 
intent is simply wrong. Should a school district actually need to 
have a person(s) arrested (Disrupting an Educational 
Institution) and removed from a meeting or get a court order to 
restrain someone from the school premises? 

The public can appropriately communicate with the Board 
using various methods. A citizen may be able to:

· email individual members of the Board,
· send written materials to the district, addressed to the 

Board via US mail or hand delivered,
· call individual members of the Board if they have their 

phone numbers published, and  
· meet face to face with individual members of the 

Board if Board members agree to do so.

Self-government is only sustained when people participate in 
an appropriate manner. Election packets are available March 1, 
2022, for the next election cycle. Run for election or encourage 
others who will. Sign petitions, put up signs, donate to a 
campaign, or make phone calls of support.

Please, if anyone is so upset they cannot act appropriately in a 
public meeting, call me at  928-925-6560. I will be happy to 
speak with you about options you might have.

 
Tim Carter
Yavapai County School Superintendent
Former President, Arizona State Board of Education

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Civility at School Board Meetings...continued

Whether schools will have to abandon all 
mask mandating when that law takes effect 
as scheduled Sept. 29 hangs in the balance, 

as well as do several other “budget recon-
ciliation bills.” At issue are also everything from 

investigations of social media platforms to the teaching of 
what has incorrectly been labeled "critical race theory.''

State lawmakers' attorney told Judge Katherine Cooper recently 
that she has no right to decide how the legislature crafts bills -- 
and what it puts in them – since it is beyond her legal reach.

Cooper has set a hearing for Sept. 13 on the issue. Read more 
about this from Howard Fischer, AZCapMedia, at Judge to Rule 
on Masks. 

Mask Mandates? No Mask Mandates??

Source: H. Fischer, AZCapMedia, Verde Independent, 9/3/21

                                   County Wide 
                      Administrators' Meeting

Wednesday, September 22, 2021

Prescott Unified School District Bldg. 
Washington School Gym

300 W Gurley St.   Prescott 86301

    Light Breakfast - 7:45 am - 8:30 am 
      Morning Program - 8:30 am - 12:15 pm

     Lunch - 12:15 pm - 1:00 pm
Afternoon Session 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Register Here

 If you need assistance please call
Jenn Nelson at 928-442-5138
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Find more on this report at .School Quality Report Card

Grading the States
The nation once again receives a C grade for the combined academic, 
finance, and socioeconomic factors that set the stage for a quality K-12 
education for all children. New Jersey and Massachusetts earn the nation’s 
best overall scores on the “Quality Counts 2021” report with B+ grades. 
New Mexico scored lowest in the nation with a D+. Arizona comes in with a 
C- score.  

09/01/2021                                                                                                                      
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Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter is accepting letters of 
interest for open seats on the Beaver Creek ESD and Congress 
ESD Governing Boards. 

To be eligible to hold a seat, a person must: be a registered 
voter, be a United States citizen; be at least 18 years of age; 
possess his/her civil rights; have continually resided within the 
school district for at least one year immediately preceding taking 
office; and cannot have a spouse employed by the school district 
or by a third-party provider to the district.

Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest and a 
resume to Supt.Tim Carter, Yavapai County Education Service 
Agency, 2970 Centerpoine East, Prescott, AZ 86301, fax 928-
771-3329, email . Include your Tim.Carter@ yavapaiaz.gov
education and work experience, why you would like to be a 
board member, your residence and mailing address, your email 
address, and home/work phone numbers. Candidates may 
include letters of recommendation or support if they wish.

Deadline for applying for the Congress ESD position is Sept. 10, 
2021, with the appointment announcement on Sept. 14, 2021. 
This position is a re-posting. The Beaver Creek ESD seat 
deadline is Sept. 27, 2021, with appointment effective Sept. 30, 
2021. 

Supt. Carter is pleased to announce the appointments of Board 
Members for Bagdad USD and Crown King ESD.

Mrs. Yady Carpenter will take the vacated board seat with 
the Bagdad USD Governing Board. Supt. Carter feels she 
under-stands the role of the Governing Board and will relate well 
to all segments of the community and her fellow Board Members.

Mrs. Carpenter is a graduate of Bagdad High School and studied 
accounting at Yavapai College. She has lived in the district for 25 
years and is married with two children in the school district.  

Employed by Freeport McMoran, Carpenter has been active for 
many years in youth football, Little League, Bagdad Wellness 
Team, and the Core Committee.

Mrs. Cathy Beck will be taking the seat on the Crown King 
ESD Governing Board. Residing in the district since 2020, she 
is married and has two grown children and grandchildren. Her 
edu-cation includes a B.A. in General Studies (Computer 
Science) and an M.A. in Business Administration. She concluded 
her almost 30-year career as the Deputy Associate 
Superintendent for the Arizona Department of Education as 
Program Management Director.

Carter feels her experience as a parent, background in computer 
sciences and work with the statewide education community will 
make her a strong board member.

Congratulations to Yady and Cathy! Thank you for taking on 
these very important roles.

Governing Board Vacancies Announced

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The Arizona Department of Education has released 
statewide assessment results, from school year 2020-2021.  

COVID-19 significantly impacted students and families, and 
scores reflect the challenging learning environment many 
students faced. Arizona students assessed in Spring 2021 
saw an overall 4% drop in ELA test scores and an 11% 
decrease in mathematics scores for all students tested, 
compared to 2019 data. Statewide, 38% of students passed 
the ELA section, and 31% passed the mathematics section. 
In 2021, 84% of students took the ELA assessment and 
86% took the mathematics section. 

Arizona's topline results are consistent with national 
statewide assessment results across the country.

Follow the following link to the ADE State Assessment 
results for all state counties, districts and schools.

Assessment Results

Statewide Assessment Results 
for 2020-2021

Source: ADE

09/01/2021                                                                                                                      
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Arizona Student Opportunity Collaborative (AzSOC) is pleased to 
announce that it will be offering dual enrollment courses in 
partnership with Prescott College.

What is dual enrollment? For our purposes, dual enrollment 
means that a student is taking a course for high school credit and 
for college credit hours. Eligible AzSOC students may take courses 
for high school credit only, or for both high school and college 
credit.

Why offer dual enrollment? There are a number of reasons this is 
a great opportunity for our rural Arizona students:
· Meeting college-level standards in upper-division courses builds 

rigor in the AzSOC curriculum, which means better learning 
outcomes.

· Dual-enrollment students gain experience with college-level work 
while still receiving the supports found in a high school 
environment.

· Most rural schools are unable to offer much in the way of AP or 
IB courses; access to dual-enrollment evens the playing field vis-
a-vis urban and suburban schools.

· Earning college credits while still in high school enables students 
to earn their degree in less time and eases the financial burden 
of college.

· Prescott College's discounted tuition rate is $110 for a four-credit 
course.

What courses qualify for dual enrollment? We are currently 
matching courses to the Prescott College and state university 
course catalogs, and credentialing teachers under Higher Learning 
Commission rules, but expect to offer dual enrollment in the 
following courses:
· College English, Novels & Film, World Conflicts
· Biology, Anatomy & Physiology, Chemistry, Physics
· College Math (MAT142), College Algebra (MAT154), PreCalculus 

& Trigonometry, Calculus, Statistics
· Journalism, Graphic Design, Education Professions

How will dual enrollment work?
· The AzSOC courses are two semesters for the high school 

credit, so we will embed the college portion in the spring 
semester.

· AzSOC students taking the courses and carrying a 3.0 
cumulative GPA will be invited to register at Prescott College in 
December.

· Tuition of $110 per course will be due in January.
· Students will earn one full high school credit and four hours of 

college credit when they satisfactorily complete the class.
· AzSOC will issue a transcript for the high school credit, and 

Prescott College will issue a transcript for the college credit.
· Students may matriculate at Prescott College after graduating 

high school, or can transfer their Prescott College credits to a 
university of their choosing.

Courses are underway. If you have students needing to enroll, 
please contact us immediately. Thank you.

Glen Lineberry, Director
Arizona Student Opportunity Collaborative
glen.lineberry@azsoc.org

Dual Enrollment Classes

Grants, competitions, awards, 
and more! Large, multi-year 
projects for districts or smaller 
enhancements for classrooms 
...we’ll share what we find in 
grant opportunities. Take a look 
at these!

YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in  on the yellow
website. Plus there are often some highlighted in     red
especially for relief with coronavirus issues. Here are just 
some NEW opportunities we’ve uncovered:

Google     Data Center Community Grants
Varies       Oct 2, 2021
To support programs that address structural barriers to STEM and 
CS education access, such as school readiness, access to in-
school courses, distance learning, and teacher training and 
resources; initiatives should provide access for young learners in 
STEM and CS and education programs that place a particular 
focus on underrepresented groups, including women.

National Art Education Foundation
SHIP Grants for Art Education Research
Up to $1,000 ea     Oct 1, 2021
For art educators seeking art equipment or instructional curriculum 
resources to support student learning specifically related to the 
National Visual Arts Standards

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website. 

09/01/2021                                                                                                                      
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The September 13-20 issue of Time magazine is dedicated to “The People Who 
Saved A School Year”—teachers,  bus drivers, and those who went above and 
beyond. Among the many stories is an essay  written by Dr. Jill Biden, “Jill Biden:  A 
Tribute to Classroom Heroes.”

Dr. Biden, a classroom teacher for over 30 years, is a community-college professor 
and the First Lady of the United States. Politics aside, she honors educators. In her 
words:

Read it at Time: Jill Biden Essay

Educators, always remember that right now, someone out there is a better 
thinker because of you. Someone is standing a little taller because you 
helped her find the confidence she needed. People are kinder because you 
showed them what that meant. Your strength and resilience, your creativity 
and kindness, are changing lives and changing the world.

A Tribute to Teachers

Updates from Chuck
Dr. Chuck Essigs, Arizona Association of School 

Business Officials’ Director of Governmental 
Relations, keeps us up-to-date on issues 

affecting school finance      

Source: Dr. Chuck Essigs, AASBO

Preliminary FY 2023 Budget Info Dr. Chuck Essigs is 
providing some very preliminary budget information for FY 
2023 (2022-2023 School Year). According to Prop 301 and 
the settlement of the "Inflation Funding Lawsuit" from a few 
years ago, the Legislature is required annually to provide 
schools with an inflation increase based upon the annual 
percentage increase in the GDP inflator or 2%, whichever is 
less. Inflation during calendar year 2021 is to be used. 
Currently, an estimate of GDP inflation for calendar year 2021 
is 3.6%.  However, over half of calendar year 2021 remains 
and concerns about an increase in inflation above 2% are 

consistent among economists. The base level, transportation 
formula (TSL) and Charter Additional Assistance (CAA) would 
be scheduled for a 2% inflation increase in FY 2023 under 
current inflation estimates that are well above 2%. District 
Additional Assistance (DAA) does not receive an inflation 
increase under current state law.

ITM Info Essigs also spoke of ADE School Finance having 
released information about HB 2862 which allows schools to 
adopt an Instructional Time Model (ITM) to meet instructional 
requirements through options like remote instruction, project-
based learning, mastery-based learning, weekend courses 
and evening courses. ADE has also included information 
about the ITM Template which provides flexibility in the 
method and manner in which instructional hours are provided 
to students.  View the information on the ITM released by 
School Finance at .ITM FAQ and Template

Just an FYI to tuck 
away…

“Why do school buses 
have three black lines on 
the sides of the bus?” 

These lines are called “rub rails” and they serve two 
functions. 

First, they provide another layer of protection for the students 
on the bus. 

Second, and probably more important, they identify the 
following for first responders in case of an accident or crisis: 
1) the bottom line shows the floor line where the seat is 
actually attached; 2) the middle line shows the seat level 
where the student's weight is resting; and 3) the top line 
marks the top of the seat which is important if a student must 
be extricated from outside the bus. 

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Proposition 208 was passed by voters in November 2020 and 
was aimed at funding Arizona's public schools. There remains 
much to be decided about the “high income” tax.

The Arizona Supreme Court ruled that Prop 208 can't evade a 
constitutional limit on school spending, and said its proposed 
spending is likely unconstitutional as a result. But the court 
stopped short of blocking the measure from going into effect, 
and instead remanded the case to a trial court to gather 
evidence on whether the spending will exceed those 
restrictions. 

That means the provisions of Prop 208 can move forward – at 
least for now. 

Source: AZFamily.com, 8/19/21

Prop 208 Continues
Through Courts

09/01/2021                                                                                                                      
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Dear Yavapai County Superintendents,

Thank you for your diligent efforts to maintain healthy school 
environments that support in-class education, student 
development, and limit opportunities for Covid-19 to spread. 
As a community, we must all work together to slow the spread 
of Covid-19 during this pandemic, and we appreciate your 
cooperation and necessary support in our schools.

It is our role, as local public health, to conduct case investi-
gations and require quarantine or isolation when a person has 
tested positive for or is exposed to Covid-19. This is not a 
suggestion or optional and includes requiring all individuals 
who have COVID-19, or who have been exposed to COVID-
19 through contact with a COVID-19 case, stay home and 
away from others. Symptoms of COVID-19 can be mild, and it 
is possible for individuals without symptoms to spread this 
highly contagious virus.

Schools are responsible for excluding students that local 
public health identifies as cases or close contacts that need to 
be in quarantine or isolation. This requires school leadership 
to notify parents of suspected exposures on school grounds in 
order for those students to quarantine at home until one of the 
following is met: ADHS 'Release from Isolation and 
Quarantine' Guidance (azdhs.gov)

Criteria 1

· At least 10 days have passed since they were exposed to 
COVID-19; AND

· Remain symptom free for that 10-day period.

Criteria 2

· At least 7 days have passed since they were exposed to 
COVID-19; AND

· Your child tests negative for COVID-19 at least five days 
after the above date; AND

· Your child has been symptom free for that seven-day period.

Parents are requested to protect unvaccinated students by 
quarantine, even if they do not have symptoms. It is also 
recommended that individuals receive a COVID-19 test 5 
days after exposure and continue to wear a mask. YCCHS 
strongly recommends wearing a mask indoors in public, 
regardless of vaccination status.

Visit  for more information about https://yavapaiaz.gov/chs
COVID-19.

Keeping kids Covid-free is critical to ensure in-person 
learning, prevent unforeseen complications, and help stave off 
more aggressive Covid variants.

Sincerely,

Leslie Horton MA, MCHES Director, Health Officer Yavapai 
County Community Health Services

Yavapai County Health Services Director Leslie Horton 
provided county superintendents the following regarding 
COVID-19 quarantine and safety procedure.

In partnership with Yavapai College, YCESA Executive Director 
Stan Goligoski and Substitute Teacher Coordinator Dani 
Tomerlin would like to offer training for Substitute Teachers to 
focus on the fundamental topics substitute teachers must be 
proficient in to be successful and helpful in the classroom.

They are seeking input from the serviced school districts to see 
if there is a general consensus for the need of a two-day 
Substitute Teachers training class. 

The training would cover classroom management, discipline and 
instruction, reporting, handling emergencies, what to expect 
prior to filling a teacher's absence, and more. 

The Substitute Teacher training will be offered at about $45 to be 
paid by the substitute teacher.

Each serviced district should please complete the following:
·     Name of School District
· Would your district like Yavapai College to proceed with a 

Substitute Teacher training course?
· Would your district use the course as a means of offering an 

extra daily rate of pay for substitutes as incentive to 
complete the course?

Please send your responses to .  Dani.Tomerlin@yavapaiaz.gov

Thank you for your help!                 

Attention: School Districts 
Using YCESA Substitute Services
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Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The Arizona School Risk Retention Trust, Inc. (The Trust) is 
preparing its members for its Cyber Liability Coverage program 
with a Question-and-Answer document. 

The new program is coming July 1, 2022. Thank you to Barb 
U'Ren for sharing this information. Find the document here...

Cyber Liability Coverage Q & A

Preparing for 
Cyber Liability

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The  will open a second Federal Communications Commission
15-day filing window, from Sept. 28 through Oct. 13, for eligible 
schools and libraries to apply for funds to purchase equipment 
and services under the $7.17 billion Emergency Connectivity 
Fund.

The FCC is making the second application filing window 
available in response to outstanding demand for support for the 
current school year, amid uncertainty created by the delta 
variant of COVID-19 and challenges presented by a 
summertime application filing window in the first round.

Contact YCESA E-Rate Manager Frank Vander Horst at 
frank.vander.horst@yavapaiaz.gov  for support.

Source: R. Riddell, Education Dive, 8/26/21

FCC Opens New Filing Window
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