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Aug 16 Modified Governing Board 
Training, Coconino County ESA, 
4 pm-7 pm Verde Valley Superintendents 

10:00

Aug 19 Beaver Creek     Sep 22 Countywide Prescott

Oct 21 Sedona     Nov 18 Clarkdale-Jerome

Dec 16 YCESA Christmas     Jan 20 COCSD     

Feb 17 VACTE     Mar 24 Camp Verde     

Apr 21 Mingus     May 12 Yavapai College 

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

Aug 18     Sep 22 Countywide Prescott

Oct 20     Nov 17    
Dec 15 Christmas lunch     Jan 19      

Feb 16     Mar 16      
Apr 20     May 18 

Charter Directors  
9:00 am by Zoom

Aug 12
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Source: CDC, ADE, news outlets

                          The new school year in Arizona is finding pandemic            
challenges still at a high! In the forefront is the question of masking in public 
schools and school buses. Conflicting legislation and public health guidelines and 
suggestions leave schools with muddled protocols.

Here's a glimpse of what's going on...

The state budget for the next fiscal year brought a ban on Arizona's public schools 
from requiring masks or COVID-19 testing. Gov. Ducey's earlier executive order 
banned state colleges and universities from doing the same. Private schools are 
not included.

Many doctors and public health organizations argue the ban makes “no scientific 
or public health sense.” 

In response to the growing Delta variant, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention issued new guidelines recommending “universal indoor masking for all 
teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination 
status. Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered 
prevention strategies in place.”  

State School Supt. Kathy Hoffman issued a recommendation that in-person 
school administrators, teachers and students mask regardless of vaccination 
status. She encourages the school community to listen to CDC and take individual 
action to protect themselves and others by wearing masks. More recently, Hoff-
man expressed hope that in-person education will not be disrupted and 
encouraged all to continue practicing evidence-based strategies. She cited both 
CDC and the American Association of Pediatrics as supporting school masking. 

Arizona Department of Health Services Director Cara Christ issued a statement 
supporting masking of all unvaccinated staff and students. Soon afterwards, Gov. 
Ducey announced the departure of Dr. Christ, who will become the chief medical 
officer for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona. 

Phoenix Union High School District opened requiring masks indoors due to the 
Delta variant surge, defying the Arizona law. Other districts are requiring masks on 
campuses and/or buses sparking a possible legal showdown. 

The future is hard to predict…as is the pandemic. There’s more to come.

To Mask or Not To Mask?
Referred to as "the first comprehensive 
picture of Arizona's teacher and certificated 
staff workforce," a new report from the Ari-
zona Department of Education sheds light on 
the teacher workforce in our state, and the 
pandemic's impact. The report analyzed data 
from the Teacher Input Application (TIA) 
database, which is maintained by the ADE, 
with 96% of local education agencies 
participating.

From January 2020 to January 2021, teacher 
numbers in Arizona did not change signifi-
cantly, so "there was not a mass exodus due 
to retirements and resignations as some 
predicted." It also shows the average age and 
experience level remained unchanged, "indi-
cating there was not a massive outflow of 
experienced teachers and an influx of young, 
new teachers."

Where teachers worked did change. District 
schools saw a slight decline in the number of 
teachers, while charter schools saw a nearly 
14% increase and online schools saw a 
136% increase.

A student snapshot shows districts had 
declining enrollment, and charter schools 
continued increasing. There were around 
38,000 fewer students in school in October 
2020 compared to October 2019.

In 2020, districts had around 55,000 fewer 
students, while charters had more than 
18,000 more students.

Find the report at A Snapshot of the Arizona 
Teacher Workforce.

Source: D. Lerner, ABC15.com, 7/28/21

Teacher Workforce 
Snapshot
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What does it take to reach and teach the more than 300,000 Arizona students living in poverty? 

Michael Elgood, Board President of the Yavapai County Education Foundation, shares an opinion article about 
the effects of poverty on elementary school children. These are a few of their stories, as told by their teachers 
including two from Yavapai County, collected by Save our Schools and compiled by Rhonda Cagle, a member 
of The Arizona Republic's board of contributors.

The stories are tales of struggles and triumphs. Take a look at Teachers Weigh in on Students and Poverty.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Teachers’ Stories of Students in Poverty

Yavapai County Education Service Agency E-Rate 
Director Frank Vander Horst recently shared great news 
regarding school and library connectivity.  

Sen. Ed Markey (D-MA.), Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), 
and Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY) led 40 members of 
Congress to introduce the Securing Universal Commun-
ications Connectivity to Ensure Students Succeed 
(SUCCESS) Act. The bill would extend the Emergency 
Connectivity Fund by five years and provide $8 billion a 
year to schools and libraries for student connectivity off-
campus. 

The only member of the Arizona Congressional 
Delegation to sign onto the bill so far is Rep. Raul 
Grijalva (D-AZ3) who is the Chair of the House Natural 
Resources Committee. Several other members of our 
state delegation support the concept, but have not 
signed on yet. 

Yavapai County Supt. Tim Carter encourages you to 
reach out to other members of Congress regarding the 
SUCCESS Act if you wish to support it.

Source: Frank Vander Horst, YCESA E-Rate

New Bill for 
Emergency Connectivity 

Arizona Student Opportunity Collaborative (AzSOC) provides access 
to high-quality curriculum and instruction in the courses needed to 
graduate from high school and even earn dual college credits.

Facts to know about AzSOC
Ÿ AzSOC offers courses to students across Arizona at no cost to 

students or their schools, and no draw from ADM.
Ÿ All courses track to the state course catalogue.
Ÿ All instructors are highly qualified and trained in distance 

instruction and student support.
Ÿ Dual enrollment offered in most upper-division courses, at a cost 

of $110 per 4-credit course, through an arrangement with 
Prescott College.

Ÿ AzSOC is generously funded by Helios Education Foundation 
and administratively supported by Yavapai County Education 
Service Agency.

Ÿ AzSOC will register your counselors or other instructors as TAs, 
so that you can track student attendance and performance.

Use the Google enrollment form at  to sign your AzSOC Enrollment
students up for courses which begin on Monday, August 16. 

Contact  Glen Lineberry,  or Brian Taylor, glen.lineberry@azsoc.org
brian.taylor@azsoc.org with questions.

Classes offered include:

Language Arts
English 7, English 8 & Reading for 
junior high
English 9, 10, 11 & 12 for high 
school
College English 101 & 102
Novels & Film (advanced English 
elective)
Spanish I & II

Mathematics
Math 7 & Math 8 for junior high
Algebra I, Geometry & Algebra II
Trigonometry & PreCalculus
Calculus I & II
Statistics
College Algebra
Advanced Quantitative Reasoning 
(post-Algebra II course for industry 
or apprenticeships)

CTE  
Education Professions, Graphic 
Design, Journalism (Digital 
Communications), Law & Public 
Safety

Science
Science 7 & Science 8 for junior 
high
Earth Science
Physics 9 (conceptual)
Biology
Chemistry
Physics 11
Anatomy & Physiology

Social Studies
Social Studies 7 & 8 for junior high
World History & Geography
US/AZ History
Government
Economics

Psychology & Sociology
World Conflicts (upper-division 
elective requiring US History as a 
prerequisite)

Source: Glen Lineberry, AzSOC

Enrolling Now

BACK TO SCHOOL – COVID STYLE:
SOME FAQs AS THE NEW SCHOOL 

YEAR STARTS
July 29, 2021

By Robert D. Haws Jennifer MacLennan and 

As districts head back to school with such minute-by-
minute and conflicting information and situations, the 
office of Gust Rosenfeld, education attorney, offers 
“Law Alert”, providing a Q and A about several back-to- 
school issues, including quarantine and masks on 
buses. 

The purpose of this FAQ is to identify and address the 
most common questions the attorneys are being asked. 
These responses are helpful starting points for further 
discussion with your own school law attorney.

View the FAQ .here

Source: Office of Gust Rosenfeld, PLC
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It's �me to Register for APS Supply My Class!!! Let all teachers know!
· 500 K-12 teachers from Title I schools in APS service territory will be randomly selected to receive Visa gi� cards 

valued at $500. 
· The online applica�on opened on 7/1, with 100 teachers randomly selected on 8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27 and 9/3.

Source: Darla Deville, APS
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Click 
for more info 

HERE

Yavapai County Supt. Tim Carter recently provided a statement regarding Proposition 208, the voter initiative that approved the 
3.5% tax hike on income over $250,000 for taxpayers filing individually or $500,000 for taxpayers filing jointly. 

Supt. Carter Speaks On Prop 208

“I opposed Prop 208 when it was first suggested; not because I felt schools were adequately funded, because they simply 
are not. The Governor and a majority of the Legislature were also opposed, but for different reasons. 

First and the most important in my view, Prop 208 does not solve the real issue, which is continuing the use of an 
antiquated Arizona K-12 funding formula which goes back to the 1970s. Second, I did not think it was constitutional as 
wealthier citizens would be taxed at a significantly higher rate than others. Third, it should include a dedicated, long-term 
approach to education funding where school district governing boards and their administration, staff, parents, students 
and taxpayers do not have to be subject to the political winds and the significant financial changes they cause every 
single year. Fourth, because of Prop 205 taxation by initiative limits any future changes when circumstances may require 
changes in the tax structure.

Nevertheless, the will of the Arizona voters, which was opposed to my personal view,  was clearly expressed at the ballot 
box in 2018. Prop 208 passed. So be it. The voters have spoken. It seems to me that the Legislature and the Governor 
were trying to “fix” the issue during this session and go around the will of the voters. I doubt very much if the voters will 
allow their collective view to be subverted. In our system of government, the will of the voters reigns supreme.

As a result, now there is a statewide effort to challenge the recent actions of the Legislature and Governor in passing and 
signing several tax related laws at the end of the 2021 session. I anticipate the voters will treat this much like they did in 
November 2018 when Prop 305 was approved with 64% of the vote, thereby repealing the “Expansion of Empowerment 
Spending Accounts (ESAs) statute”.

It is my belief that history is about to repeat itself.”
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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                                                                   Register now at the standard rate for the virtual First Things 

First Early Childhood Summit 2021  Tuesday, August 17, 2021 presented on . The full-day virtual 

Summit offers breakout sessions covering a variety of early childhood topics, including child development, 

health, literacy and more. The standard registration rate of $45 closes on August 8, so register today!

Register for Summit
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Invest in Ed organizers have crafted three separate proposals to 
take to the 2022 ballot after their success with Prop 208.

They want  to decide whether to ratify the decision by state voters
lawmakers to:  
·     Create a 2.5% flat tax rate, scrapping the current progressive 

rates; 
·     Cap anyone's taxes at no more than 4.5% including the 3.5% 

surcharge in Proposition 208; 
·     Create a new tax category for small business owners to allow 

them to escape having to pay any of that surcharge. 

 Backers need 118,823 valid signatures on petitions by Sept. 28 to 
force a vote. Given the number of signatures that are normally 
disqualified, a more realistic goal would be closer to 150,000.  
But the groups involved in the effort have a proven track record of 
not just getting proposals on the ballot but getting voters to go along 
with them.  

Potentially more significant, if they reach that goal, it immediately 
prevents any of the challenged measures from taking effect until the 
2022 election.

Learn more at .Invest In Ed 3 New Ballot Issues

More Ballot Proposals for Education

Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Mrs. Sarah Vincent to the 
Prescott Unified School District Governing Board. She 
has indicated that she intends to run for this seat in the 
2022 election cycle. 

Mrs. Vincent, a seven-year resident of the district, holds 
a B.S. in Earth Science and a Master's in Secondary 
Education. She is married and served as the Director of 
STEM Outreach at Embry Riddle Aeronautical Univers-
ity prior to her current position as the Education Director 
at the Highlands Center for Natural History.

Carter found Mrs. Vincent to clearly understand the role 
of the Governing Board and the various stakeholders. 
He stated that “her depth of knowledge of a wide array 
of educational topics pertinent to K-12 schools is very 
unusual.” 

Supt. Carter reminds the public that school district 
Governing Board elections and appointments are non-
partisan, in nature and function. He was pleased that so 
many individuals were interested in this seat and 
encourages them to run in the 2022 general election. 

Congratulations, Sarah!

Vincent Joins PUSD Board

Source: H. Fischer, Capitol Media Services, 7/3/21

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Grants, competitions, awards, 
and more! Large, multi-year 
projects for districts or smaller 
enhancements for classrooms 
...we’ll share what we find in 
grant opportunities. Take a look 
at these!

  

                                 

The latest additions are highlighted in  on the yellow
website. Plus there are often some highlighted in     red
especially for relief with coronavirus issues. Here are just 
some NEW opportunities we’ve uncovered:

YCESA Grants

Federal Communications Commission, administered by 
USAC           Emergency Connectivity Fund
Amounts vary         Aug 13, 2021
Reimbursement for reasonable costs associated with the 
acquisition of technology equipment and broadband services 
that support remote teaching and learning during the COVID-19 
pandemic; priority given to serve students and communities 
with inadequate access to connected devices and broadband 
services.

National Society of High School Scholars
Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity in Teaching Grants
Avg. $1,500 each          Sep 15, 2021
To support high school teachers in rural areas, working with 
diverse populations, or actively promoting greater 
diversity/equity/inclusion initiatives in their school or wider 
community. Grant funds are intended to directly benefit 
students and may be used toward supplies, materials, field 
trips, or other resources for courses/diversity efforts.

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website. 
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Three Yavapai County school districts are seeking qualified candidates who reside in each district’s boundaries 
to fill open seats on their Governing Boards. Supt. Tim Carter has announced these vacancies and is accepting 

letters of interest. 

To be eligible to hold this seat, a person must: be a registered voter, be a citizen of the United States of America; be at 
least 18 years of age; possess his/her civil rights; have continually resided within the school district for at least one year 
immediately preceding taking office; and cannot have a spouse employed by the school district or by a third-party provider to the 
district.

Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest and a resume to Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County School 
Superintendent, Yavapai County Education Service Agency, 2970 Centerpoine East, Prescott, AZ 86301, Fax 928-771-3329, 
Email . Include information about yourself, with education and work experience, why you would like to be Tim.carter@yavapai.us
a board member, your residence and mailing address, your email address, and home/work phone numbers. Candidates may 
include letters of recommendation or support if they wish.

The openings are:

Congress Elementary School District application deadline August 13, 2021; interviews August 17, 2021; and appointment 
effective August 18, 2021.

Crown King Elementary School District  deadline August 20, 2021; interviews August 23, 2021; and appointment effective 
August 25, 2021.

Yarnell Elementary School District reposting SINCE THERE WERE NO CANDIDATES for the position, when originally 
advertised. Position is open until filled. 
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District Governing Board Positions Open

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

The Arizona Interscholastic Association issued recommended guidelines for 
returning to athletic activity this school year, including a call for those involved in 
athletics to get a COVID-19 vaccine.

The AIA states that when it comes to high school athletics in the state of 
Arizona, full vaccinated people can:
Ÿ Resume activities without wearing masks or physically distancing at all team 

activities except where required by federal, state, local, tribal, territorial, or 
school district laws, rules and regulations.

Ÿ Resume competition schedules that require travel outside of their local 
community without testing before or after travel.

Ÿ Resume domestic travel without testing upon return or having to self-
quarantine after arriving back.

Ÿ Refrain from testing following a known exposure if asymptomatic.
Ÿ Refrain from quarantine following a known exposure if asymptomatic.

The AIA also issued a few guiding principles for fully vaccinated people involved 
with Arizona high school athletics:
Ÿ Indoor and outdoor activities pose minimal risk to fully vaccinated people.
Ÿ Fully vaccinated people have a reduced risk of transmitting SARS-CoV-2 to 

unvaccinated people.
Ÿ Fully vaccinated people should still get tested if experiencing COVID-19 

symptoms.
Ÿ Fully vaccinated people should monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 

days following an exposure.
Ÿ Fully vaccinated people should not visit private or public settings if they have 

tested positive for COVID-19 in the prior 10 days or are experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms.

Ÿ Fully vaccinated people should continue to follow any applicable federal, 
state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and regulations.

Find the AIA Guidelines for Returning to Athletic Activities here

      Guidelines for School Sports

Source: B. Bergner, Verde News, 7/26/21 Source: Yavapai College News, 7/29/21

Yavapai College 
President Dr. Lisa Rhine 
received national recog-
nition for her leadership in 
higher education when 
the Association of Com-
munity College Trustees 

(ACCT) named her the recipient of its Pacific 
Region CEO Award.

Each year, the Association of Community 
College Trustees – a 52-year-old organi-
zation comprised of trustees from over 1,200 
colleges in North America – honors a chief 
executive officer from each of its five regions 
who has exhibited exceptional leadership.

Dr. Rhine, in her third year as the college 
president, was nominated by Yavapai 
College's District Governing Board for her 
leadership on multiple fronts: Hispanic 
student outreach; increasing opportunity and 
accessibility for low-income students; 
fostering a more service-oriented culture at 
the college; and cultivating student 
leadership.

The ACCT will present Dr. Rhine the award 
at their 52nd Leadership Congress, which will 
be held in October in San Diego.

Congratulations, Dr. Rhine!

YC President
Receives Award


