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“Unbiased Teaching Act” Defeated in Senate
Senate Bill 1532 started out as a transportation
bill that turned into the “Unbiased Teaching Act.”
An amendment to SB 1532 by House Education
Chair Michelle Udall would prohibit schools from
requiring teachers to attend training on race, ethnicity or sex;
prohibit teachers from discussing controversial public policy or
social issues that aren't essential to course learning objectives;
and allow the court to impose a $5,000 civil penalty for each
violation.

government-sponsored training that would blame or pass
judgment on people due to their race, sex, or ethnicity. The
diﬀerent outcomes to the two related measures came down to
the vote of Sen. Paul Boyer (R-Glendale) who broke party ranks
and voted against the SB 1532 measure. He stated that its
passage would only exacerbate Arizona's teacher shortage.
Requiring discussions of the Holocaust to include equal weight
to the Nazi perspective was just one of the Democrats objections to the measure.

Last week the Arizona Senate defeated the bill. Just prior to
that vote, senators sent the governor a bill banning any type of

Source: AZ Central, 5/27/21

Broadband Discounts
for Qualifying Households

Calling Student Leaders!
The Governor's Oﬃce of Youth, Faith and
Family (GOYFF) is seeking inspiring youth
leaders from Arizona high schools to serve on
the 2021-2022 Governor's Youth Commission
(GYC). The GYC brings together a diverse group of high
school students from all 15 Arizona counties to identify and
address the greatest challenges facing Arizona's youth by
developing innovative community impact projects, establishing
partnerships with young leaders across the state, and advising
the Governor.
Commissioners are selected through a competitive application
process. If you know a high school student with a passion for
service and leadership, please share this unique opportunity to
serve as an ambassador in a nationally recognized leadership
program! Applicants must be a sophomore, junior, or senior
student during the 2021-2022 school year.

Frank Vander Horst, Yavapai County Education Service Agency
e-Rate Manager, is encouraging public schools to share the
Emergency Broadband Beneﬁt Program with families of
students who may need broadband service and equipment.
The program is a Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
plan that provides a temporary discount on monthly broadband
bills for qualifying low-income households. If a household qualiﬁes, it can receive:
· Up to a $50/month discount on broadband service and
associated equipment rentals.
· Up to a $75/month discount if the household is on
qualifying Tribal lands.
· A one-time discount of up to $100 for a laptop, tablet, or
desktop computer (with a co-payment of more than $10
but less than $50).

Eligibility information is available at Eligibility. To apply, go to Get
Applications are currently being accepted until June 7, 2021 at Emergency Broadband.
5:00 PM from youth of each county including Yavapai County.
For more information, contact Vander Horst at 928-499-8421 or
On-line applications are accepted at Governors Youth
erate@yavapai.us.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Vaccines
Available
Dignity Health, Yavapai Regional Medical Group (YRMG) is
oﬀering COVID-19 vaccinations at select medical group
practices throughout the Quad Cities area.
YRMG Pﬁzer Vaccination Site – 12 - 18 years of age
Ponderosa Pediatrics (2120 Centerpointe West Drive
Prescott). Appointments are necessary; you do not need to
be a current patient. Please contact the practice at (928)
778-4581 or visit www.yrmcvax.org to schedule an
appointment.
YRMG Moderna Vaccination Sites – 18 years of age and
older Appointments are necessary; you do not need to be
a current YRMG patient. Please contact the practice at the
number provided or visit www.yrmcvax.org to schedule an
appointment:
YRMG Primary Care (7700 E. Florentine Road, Bldg. B,
Suite 101 Prescott Valley); (928) 442-8710
YRMG Primary Care (7700 E. Florentine Road, Bldg. B,
Suite 202 Prescott Valley); (928) 442-8710
YRMG Primary Care (474 N. SR 89 Chino Valley); (928)
636-5680
YRMG Internal Medicine (3120 Clearwater Dr. Prescott);
(928) 771-3704
YRMG Occupational Medicine (1050 Gail Gardner Way,
Suite 100 Prescott); (928) 777-0700
Source: K. Boush, Dignity Health

ESSER III Allocations Available
Arizona Department of Education (ADE) has received funding through the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act to provide new
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER III) Fund grants to public schools to support local recovery needs
and eﬀorts in response to COVID-19. Of the $2.5 billion ESSER III Fund award to Arizona, 90% is required to be allocated to
public schools based on their FY20-21 Title I-A funding.
ESSER III includes new, required set asides for both ADE and schools. These will help guide state and local decision making for
leveraging these new funds to accelerate and enrich learning and increase learning opportunities – particularly for the most
vulnerable student populations.
To see a complete list of ADE's ESSER III set-aside funding allocations to-date, click here.
Dr. Mark Joraanstad of the Arizona School Administrators (ASA) has provided the ESSER III allocations list for all school districts
and charters.

To ﬁnd your district/charter, link to Allocations
Then click the blue button labeled ESSER III Allocations
Find your district/charter name in the downloaded spreadsheet
Find your district/charter ﬁnal ESSER III fund allocations in column T on the spreadsheet
All districts/charters receiving ESSER III funds must develop and make publicly available on their websites, not later than
30 days after receiving an ESSER III allocation, a plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services.
Review the LEA Plan Requirements at ESSER III Update.
06/01/2021

Source: M. Joraanstad, ASA
Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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2019: Largest School Spending Increase In Decade
The U.S. Census Bureau's Annual Survey of School System Finances shows New York state had the highest per pupil
expenditure rate at $25,139 and Idaho had the lowest at $7,985 for FY2019. The data also shows, among other statistics, the
year-over-year per pupil increase per state and revenue levels of the 100 largest public K-12 elementary and secondary school
systems.
Schools spent an average of $13,187 per student nationwide in FY2019, which was a 5% increase from the year before and the
highest average amount spent per pupil since 2008, according to new numbers posted by the U.S. Census Bureau recently.
Arizona is reported at $8,625 per pupil spending for FY2019.
In total, schools spent $752.3 billion in FY2019, with about one-third of the expenditures dedicated to instructional salaries. State
governments contributed the largest share of funding for public education at $350.9 billion, followed by local revenue ($342.9
billion) and local spending ($57.9 billion).
The federal contribution for education in FY2021 has jumped due to emergency relief funding in response to the pandemic. The
Biden administration also has proposed a 40.8% increase in annual appropriations for early education, K-12 programs and higher
education in FY2022.
See more information from the U.S. Census report at FY2019 School System Finances.

Grant Awarded for Literacy Services
Congratulations to the team who brought the Comprehensive
Literacy State Development (CLSD) grant to the Yavapai
County Education Service Agency and districts it will serve.
Hats oﬀ to YCESA's Shari Sterling for writing the grant, Denise
Murphy for her consultation and continuous work in the area of
early literacy, the Board of Directors for the Arizona Community
Foundation of Yavapai County for their early adoption and
funding in this area that made our grant application competitive,
and all of the collaboration among our leaders in Yavapai
County.
The CLSD grant is for a ﬁve-year program to improve child
literacy skills and the instructional capacity of Arizona
educators on the science of reading. This project aims to
strengthen collaboration, improve eﬃciency, and drive innovation to accelerate language and literacy outcomes. YCESA,
with an $800,000 award for the ﬁve-year program, was one of
ten statewide grants.
Bagdad Elementary, Canon Elementary (Black Canyon City),
and Mountain View Elementary (Humboldt USD) Schools will
receive literacy services under this project.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Source: U.S. Census,
K. Arundel, Education Dive, 5/20/21

Instructional Time Models
Require Approval
With the passage of HB 2862, district and
charter schools will need to submit documents to Arizona
Department of Education to continue using a four-day school
week model. HB 2862 allows a school to adopt an instructional
time model that permits the school to deliver annual required
instructional time or hours through speciﬁed modes. The
measure requires at least two public hearings prior to ﬁnal
Governing Board adoption of an instructional model.
It is possible that ADE will develop guidelines allowing districts/
charters that have already had such approval hearings for their
in-place four-day week models to submit that information so
they may continue use of their current programs.
Yavapai County Supt. Tim Carter suggests schools should be
prepared to document how they meet the required instructional
times for the various grade levels.
For more information about HB 2862, link to Bill Summary.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

NAU Rural Resource Center
The NAU Rural and Small School District Resource Center
(NAURRC) team is excited to announce the launch of a website
for rural and small school district leaders.
The site provides short 3-to-5-minute videos which explain a
practical concept like ADE school ﬁnance reports, or developing
a governing board operating protocol. Written resources are
included on each topic and contact information is available.
There will also be information related to hot topics in K-12
education and important research for rural and small school
districts and links to professional development opportunities
oﬀered by Arizona organizations.
Visit the website at NAU Rural Resource Center.
Source: M. Joraanstad, ASA

06/01/2021

FEDERAL FUNDING TO CLOSE GAPS
Federal funding streams are available if states and school
districts qualify. Those having the best understanding of
which students are and aren't connected are best positioned
to leverage these funds. The K-12 Bridge to Broadband
program is the model facilitated by EducationSuperHighway,
in coordination with states, school districts, and Internet
Service Providers, to collect the most accurate, actionable
home connectivity data.
Take a look at the Federal Funding Matrix to determine what
sources are available for your schools and students.
Source: F. Vander Horst, YCESA
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Community College
4-Year Degrees
Gov. Doug Ducey has signed into law a bill,
SB1453, allowing community colleges to oﬀer
limited four-year college degrees.
With this new law, community colleges that oﬀer baccalaureate
degrees must meet a set of speciﬁc criteria, including an
analysis of the feasibility of oﬀering such a program, workforce
need, and more. Community colleges will be limited in what
four-year degree programs they will be able to oﬀer, but the
cost will be signiﬁcantly cheaper than the university tuition.
For example, the average in-state tuition at Arizona State
University is between $9,000 and $12,000. At Maricopa County
Community College, tuition for the ﬁrst two years is capped at
$1,020 a semester for 15 credit hours. The bill allows for a
tuition increase of 150 percent for the last two years or a little
more than $3,000 a semester.
Arizona is the 24th state in the U.S. to oﬀer this community
college opportunity.
Before a baccalaureate program can be implemented at a
community college, the new legislation requires schools to
provide evidence to their District Governing Board of market
demand for the program, determine whether similar programs
are already being oﬀered at other nearby institutions, and
determine how to staﬀ and fund the program, among other
requirements.
Once a program has been approved by the District Governing
Board, the curriculum must be created and the college must
submit a proposal to the Higher Learning Commission for
approval and accreditation.
Yavapai College has received permission from its Governing
Board to explore the possibility of oﬀering four-year degree
programs. President Lisa Rhine said they are excited to begin
the process.
As a starting point in determining which baccalaureate programs the college will oﬀer, staﬀ will take labor market data
and community input into consideration in hopes of providing
advantageous opportunities for the students in the region.
Yavapai College will also perform a ﬁnancial analysis of the
programs with a goal of keeping them as aﬀordable as
possible. Rhine said they have no intention of changing
student admission requirements at this time.
Source: ABC15, 5/4/21
JournalAZ.com, 6/2/21

Schools Support in Bagdad Fire
The Spur Fire recently forced the complete evacuation of
Bagdad in southwestern Yavapai County. Thank you to all of
the schools in Yavapai and northwestern Maricopa Counties
who made oﬀers to support with buses, drivers, and evacuation sites. Wickenburg USD continues to be an outstanding
supportive partner and hosted the major evacuation site of
Hassayampa Elementary School.
Best wishes to Bagdad USD Supt. Bryan Bullington, his staﬀ
and the Sultans and the citizens of Bagdad.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

06/01/2021

YCESA continues to search for
funding opportunities for you,
Grants, competitions, awards, and
more! Large, multi-year projects for
districts or smaller enhancements
for classrooms...we’ll share what we
ﬁnd. Take a look at these!

YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the website.
Plus there are often some highlighted in red especially for
relief with coronavirus issues. Here are just some NEW
opportunities you’ll ﬁnd:
National Girls Collaborative Project
STEM Minigrants
Up to $1,000
Year round based on state
For girl-serving programs focused on STEM to address gaps and
overlaps in service and share exemplary practices; seed funding for
projects that encourage girls to pursue STEM-related educational
programs and careers, and are intended to promote cooperation
between existing girl-serving programs.
AFCEA Education Foundation
Gravely Grants (elementary) and Paige Grants (middle school)
Up to $1,000
Jul 31,2021
To promote innovative STEM education within classrooms and
outside, such as through robotics clubs; priority to students from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds; evaluated on teacher skill
level, potential for funds to be used well, and school ﬁnancial need.

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website.

Instructional Leader PD
The Arizona K-12 Center is providing a learning opportunity
designed speciﬁcally for principals and assistant principals.
Providing Powerful Feedback is a three-day series that
explores the role of an instructional leader and the impact that
is possible when diﬀerentiated feedback, understanding of
skill and will, and actionable next steps are applied to engage
in growth and reﬂection.
This virtual learning opportunity will be facilitated by Robyn
Jackson, former teacher and middle school administrator.
It will take place September 2, 23, and October 28, 2021.
We have an early bird rate of $200 until July 1, 2021. After
that the price will be $225. Each participant will receive a copy
of Never Underestimate Your Teachers: Instructional
Leadership for Excellence in Every Classroom.
For more information and to register, please visit Providing
Powerful Feedback.

Source: M. Joraanstad, ASA

happy SUMMER
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To ensure all students can experience Washington, D.C. this
year, First Lady Jill Biden and Discovery Education invite all
learners to attend a unique, no-cost Virtual Field Trip to the
nation's capital.
The City of U.S. – A Virtual Field Trip to Washington, D.C.
ensures that students and their families get to experience the
history and beauty of the federal city. You can jump on board at
The City of the US.

The City of U.S. begins with a greeting from America's First
Educator and First Lady, Dr. Jill Biden. After welcoming
students with a kid-friendly look at the White House, Dr. Biden
will then send participants out into Washington, D.C. for a
virtual tour of many of the city's historic landmarks. Among the
stops on this Virtual Field Trip are the U.S. Capitol Building, the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial and the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier.
For more information about The City of U.S. – A Virtual Field
Trip to Washington, D.C. or Discovery Education's digital
resources and professional learning services, visit Discovery
Education.
Source: Discovery Education

Rhine: Education As Weapon Against Poverty
Dr. Lisa Rhine, President of Yavapai College, addressed the honorees of the Gardner Family
Teacher Scholarships (GiFTS) program at their celebratory gathering. These scholarships were
awarded to nine Yavapai County college students pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in education.
Dr. Rhine shared the acronym ALICE as people who are “Asset limited, income constrained,
employed.” The United Way refers to this group as “hard working, living paycheck to paycheck,
struggling to make ends meet, and having to make tough choices every day.” In Arizona, this
31% of the population is “below ALICE threshold,” plus the 12% who are listed as “in poverty.”
Rhine presented some additional data about why recruiting and training high quality teachers is so important. Her points
included the following:
· 2:3 Community College students are food insecure;
· Food insecurity impacts 10,400 students (28%) of school age children in Yavapai County;
· Major depression aﬀects more than 9 million commercially insured people in the US;
· Arizona ranks 49th for the HIGHEST prevalence of depression in youth;
· In 2017, attempted suicide by high schoolers was 11.3% in Arizona, compared to the national average of 7.4%; and
· Deaths by suicide in ages 15-24 in 2017 were up 27.7% compared to the national average of 14.4%.
In thinking of this type of data, she reminded that Nelson Madela tells us “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can
use to change the world.”
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Beat the Odds:
Education Leadership

Education Positives
from COVID-19

Gov. Doug Ducey has announced that the Center for the
Future of Arizona (CFA) will receive a $700,000 investment for
the Beat the Odds School Leadership Academy (BTO
Academy), doubling the investment made in the BTO Academy.
It is currently being used to train 125 principals, impacting
nearly 50,000 students across six counties in our state.

COVID-19 has represented a tremendous hardship, but that
doesn't mean that some good won't come out of it, particularly
as it relates to our students' education.

Source: S. Francis, CFA

Source: T. Tucker, FTE, eSchoolNews, 5/31/21

The Foundation for Teaching Economics (FTE) points out
three positive trends COVID-19 has set in motion within the
American education system:
The BTO Academy provides principals and school system
· Educators will become more receptive to innovation.
leaders with executive leadership training that helps them
· Students will be able to access learning opportunities
create better quality schools and improve outcomes for
with fewer barriers than before.
students.
· Educators will have more online tools to connect with
their students.
With investment from the Oﬃce of the Governor, Arizona GEAR
UP, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 12% Gaming
The American educational system has sometimes been
Grant Program and other philanthropic funds matched by local
criticized for being resistant to change. Fortunately, the past
public charter and district investment, CFA has expanded the
year has shown that the system is capable of adopting
BTO Academy in the last year into Yuma County, deepened
incredibly innovative solutions, including a dramatic increase
work in Coconino, Mohave and Yavapai Counties, and
in the use of technology, in order to meet the needs of our
increased the number of best-in-class BTO Academy
students.
facilitators who lead the training.
Read more at COVID-19 Positive Changes to Education.
Find out more about the program at Beat the Odds.
06/01/2021
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