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Deadline April 14th! Nominations for the Sustainable Economic Development Initiative (SEDI) 12th Annual Teacher 
Awards for Sustainable Curriculum (TASC) are due in Yavapai County Supt. Tim Carter's office by Wednesday, April 14th. 

Carter's office will select five of these outstanding Yavapai County teachers as candidates from 
which two will be chosen by the SEDI Awards Judging Committee for awards of $2,000 each. 
SEDI will announce the two winners from each county on May 14, 2021. Outstanding TASC 
teachers will be recognized in local media coverage and on the . SEDI website

Contact Supt. Carter at (928) 925-6560 with any questions or concerns.    

Statewide on March 24th, with one in four Arizonans 
vaccinated, Gov. Doug Ducey dissolved all the 
limits he had previously imposed on how busi-
nesses and public gatherings need to operate 

during COVID-19. And he eliminated the ability of 
local communities to maintain their own mask 

mandates.

For clarity, none of this new Executive Order affects schools, 
which have been reopening with requirements for teachers and 
students to wear masks. A spokesman for the Department of 
Health Services said those orders remain in effect.

State Supt. of Public Instruction Kathy Hoffman is pleased that 
schools are not included. 

“Masking is one of the top mitigation strategies for safe in-
person learning as recommended by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention,” she said in a statement. She also 
encouraged everyone to continue wearing masks when in 
public spaces. 

In the March 19th update to its COVID-19 safety 
guidance for schools, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reduced physical 
distancing guidelines for students from 6 feet to 3 

feet under certain conditions.

Under the updated guidance, elementary students can be 3 
feet apart in all instances of community transmission. However, 
middle- and high-schoolers should only be 3 feet apart if com-
munity transmission is low, moderate or substantial. In cases of 
high community transmission, middle and high school students 
should maintain social distancing of 6 feet if “cohorting”—or 
keeping the same students and staff together throughout the 
day—is not possible. 

The modified guidance also only applies to students in class-
rooms that practice universal mask wearing. The CDC still 
recommends social distancing of 6 feet between adults, as well 
as adults and students, in common areas, when masks can't be 
worn (such as while eating), during activities with increased 
inhalation like sports or band practice (preferably to be held 
outside), and in community settings outside the classroom. 

Week of April 25th

Yavapai County  Educators’ Week

to honor and thank all county 
educators for their hard work 

and dedication

Latest Update in COVID Safety for Schools

Source: N. Modan, Education Dive, 3/19/21;
              H. Fischer, Capital Media Services, 3/25/21

Yavapai County Spelling Bee champ Aliyah Alpert 
of Alpert Home School, finished fourth in the 
Arizona State Spelling Bee! Yavapai County is 
proud of you, Aliyah.

She has represented the county well in the last 
three years. State Bee Champion Tanish Doshi, an 8th grader 
from BASIS Oro Valley, advanced to the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee.

Aliyah has drawn the praise of judges and education leaders. 
Competing against older students when in 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
grades, she was composed and poised. Not bad for a 
scaffolded statewide competition of about 90,000 students.

Catch the state competition at .2021 Arizona Spelling Bee

Aliyah Rocks It At State Bee

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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https://sedinaz.org/index.html
https://www.azedfoundation.org/spelling-bee


The American Jobs Plan recently outlined by the Biden administration includes a number of proposals 
focused on K-12 schools. The $100 billion proposal for school upgrades and construction would come 
from $50 billion in direct grants and $50 billion leveraged through bonds. Making schools safe and 
healthy places for learning by improving air quality and ventilation or other upgrades would be the priority.

Among upgrades for K-12 are $100 billion for improving and constructing new public school buildings and 
$45 million for grants under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund and the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation 
Act to help reduce lead exposure in schools and childcare facilities. Also improvements to school kitchens are proposed so they 
can be used to prepare nutritious meals and have the functionality to reduce the use of disposable materials, such as paper 
plates.

 As schools become safer, attention would focus on funding innovative school buildings with technology and labs to help students 
prepare for postsecondary schooling or careers. The plan also promotes bringing affordable, reliable, high-speed broadband to 
every American, including rural residents. Increasing access to reliable broadband could help the nation's schools reduce the 
digital divide that became more prominent as the pandemic forced teachers and students to instruct and learn from their homes. 

While many education advocates say a comprehensive federal plan and funding for school building improvements is long 
overdue, the entire $2 trillion proposal is dependent on Congressional approval.
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Source: K. Arundale, Education Dive, 4/1/21

Biden’s American Jobs Plan 
Proposes K-12 School Infrastructure Improvements

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
Aviation Safety (AVS) STEM Career 
Symposium is an annual event designed to 
expose students to the world of aviation.

The next event returns on April 29, 2021, 
as a virtual event for middle and high 
school students nationwide. STEM 
opportunities will be on full display as the 
FAA teams up with groups outside the 
agency to spark interest in aviation 
careers.

Source: Congressman Gosar’s Office

YCESA E-rate Manager Frank Vander Horst has shared the 
Education Superhighway Federal Funding for K-12 Home 
Connectivity report. It outlines the current federal programs 
for the Final Mile as of March 16, 2021. 

One observation by Vander Horst is that the $7.2 billion from 
the American Rescue Plan, signed into law on March 11, 
2021, is to deal with affordability issues, not availability 
issues. He reports that the Federal Communications 
Commission has offered its opinion that this funding is not to 
be used to build any new networks, but it is currently taking 
comment on the issue. 

Contact Vander Horst at  with Frank.Vander.Horst@yavapai.us
questions or for support.

Source: Frank Vander Horst, YCESA

Federal Report 

Frank Vander Horst, YCESA E-rate Manager, is keeping 
us up-to-date with additional broadband information. 

He advises that the FCC Broadband Benefit Program will 
help pay for home internet and devices for low-income 
household. 

Though a start date for the program has not been 
released, frequently asked questions are being answered 
online. 

Find this information at Emergency Broadband Benefit 
FAQ.

Thank you, Frank!

Source: Frank Vander Horst, YCESA

FCC Broadband Benefit Program
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mailto:Frank.Vander.Horst@yavapai.us
mailto:Frank.Vander.Horst@yavapai.us
https://www.fcc.gov/consumer-faq-emergency-broadband-benefit
https://www.fcc.gov/consumer-faq-emergency-broadband-benefit
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The March 19, 2021, update from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) had several changes in its 
Operational Strategy for K-12 Schools through Phased 
Prevention of COVID-19 protocols. Read a complete update at 
CDC Operation Strategy.

Here is a summary of recent changes:
· Revised physical distancing recommendations to reflect 

at least 3 feet between students in classrooms and 
provide clearer guidance when a greater distance (such 
as 6 feet) is recommended.

· Clarified that ventilation is a component of strategies to 
clean and maintain healthy facilities.

· Removed recommendation for physical barriers.
· Clarified the role of community transmission levels in 

decision-making.
· Added guidance on interventions when clusters occur.

    Additional key points include:
1. Evidence suggests that many K-12 schools that have 

strictly implemented prevention strategies have been 
able to safely open for in-person instruction and remain 
open.

2. CDC's K-12 operational strategy presents a pathway for 
schools to provide in-person instruction safely through 
consistent use of prevention strategies, including 
universal and correct use of masks and physical 
distancing.

3. All schools should implement and layer prevention 
strategies and should prioritize universal and correct 
use of masks and physical distancing.

4. Testing to identify individuals with SARS-CoV-2 
infection and vaccination for teachers and staff provide 
additional layers of COVID-19 protection in schools.

R Source: CDC.gov

Changes in K-12 Operational Strategy

Master’s in Education & Educator 
Professional Preparation Programs

Reasons To Earn Your 
Advanced Education Degree

Fully 
Accredited

Flexible
Schedule

Fall,Spring
Summer Dates

100%
Online

Maximize your earning potential

Transition into administration 
or school district leadership

Choose your specialty

Be a 21st Century Educator

1.

2.

3.

4.

Achieve Educator 

Receive

$1,800 
Scholarships

Contact: Daniel Mendez | 928.350.2319 | Daniel.Mendez@prescott.edu

Post-Baccalaureate Certificate · Early Childhood Education · Early Childhood Special Education         
·   Mild to Moderate Special Education (K-12) · Elementary Education · Secondary Education

1. Maximize your earning poten�al
2. Transi�on into administra�on or school   
district leadership
3. Choose your specialty 
4. Be a 21st Century Educator

         Contact: Daniel Mendez 
928.350.2319     Daniel.Mendez@prescott.edu

Master of Education · Early Childhood Education · Early Childhood 
Special Education · Mild to Moderate Special Education (K-12) · Elementary Education · Secondary 
Education ·  School Counseling · Educational Leadership (Accelerated Option) · Experiential Education
(including MA in Environmental Education)

Program Benefits · No GRE required and no application fee. · January, May, August start dates.             
· Arizona Teaching Intern Scholarship available for those who qualify. · Certification may be completed 
with the ADE Alternative Teaching Certificate. · All applicants evaluated holistically for admissions.          
· 100% online, asynchronous coursework. · Student teaching in your home community. · Program 
completion leads to Institutional Recommendation. · Exceptional and highly qualified career educator 
faculty members. · Annual professional preparation residency. · Free transfer credit evaluation.

The Arizona Rural School Association (ARSA) is 
now accepting nominations for its 27th Annual 
Rural Teacher of the Year. This is your opportunity 
to recognize a teacher from your district who 

epitomizes great teaching and commitment to students, school, 
and community.

Wes Brownfield, Executive Director of ARSA, encourages 
Arizona districts to honor those teachers who gave so much of 
themselves to help students through extraordinarily difficult 
times. ARSA will select up to 15 finalists and announce the 
Arizona Rural Teacher for 2020-2021 at the ARSA conference 
on September 17, 2021, in Flagstaff. 

Nomination forms may be found online at . Deadline for ARSA
nominations is June 7, 2021.

If you have any questions, please contact Wes Brownfield at 
928.830.7182 or arsaschools@gmail.com. 

Nominations Open
for Rural Teacher of the Year

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

NACOG is accepting applications for their Summer Youth 
Employment and Training Program which provides temporary 
work assignments to youth of Yavapai County ages 16-24 
years. It begins on June 14 and ends July 30, 2021. Wage 
compensation is $12.15 per hour and paid totally by NACOG. 

If you are interested, complete the application at NACOG 
SYETP and return it directly to NACOG. 

Applications are due by May 30, 2021, in order to be 
considered! 

Any questions? Call Leah Cickavage, NACOG Operations 
Manager at (928) 778-1422.

Summer Youth Employment
and Training Program

Source: Wendy Ross, Yavapai County HR
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
https://www.azruralschools.org/Conference
mailto:arsaschools@gmail.com
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/NACOG-SYETP-2021.pdf
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/NACOG-SYETP-2021.pdf


YCESA's recent Countywide Administrators 
Meeting brought up a question pertaining to the 
2021-22 school year and face-to-face classrooms. 

County School Supt. Tim Carter posed this inquiry to 
State School Supt. Kathy Hoffman: Is it your understanding 
that unless new legislation is approved, the likely expectation 
for next year (21-22), is that ALL students will be in face-to-
face classrooms, except for those who are in an approved AOI 
program? 

Supt. Hoffman's response was: “The current distance 
learning model that schools have been using this year was 
created through the two Executive Orders in June/July (EO 
2020-41, 2020-44) which are set to expire at the end of this 
school year.  As you referenced the only pathway in statute for 
online education at the moment in through an approved AOI 
program; however there is a bill working its way through the 
Legislature (HB 2862) that would establish a permanent struct-
ure for schools to offer distance learning outside of an AOI.  
That bill has worked its way through most of the legislative 
process, however has not passed yet so there is uncertainty 
still about the final version.  In its present form this bill would 
create a mechanism for governing boards to establish an 
instructional model that could include remote offerings.  ADE 
has been engaged in conversations with the Legislature 
regarding this bill and the likely need to support parents and 
students who prefer remote options for the upcoming year.”

YCESA appreciates Supt. Hoffman's quick and thorough 
response.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Face-to-Face School for 2021-22YCESA has more grant funding 
opportunities for you!

Challenging times bring more need 
and there are district, school and 
classroom supports being offered. 
Now’s the time to think ahead at what 
you might need. Check these out!

The latest additions are highlighted in  on the website. yellow
Plus there are some highlighted in     especially for relief red
with coronavirus issues. Here are just some NEW opportunities 
you’ll find:

U.S. Dept of Education, Office of English Language Acquisition     
National Professional Development Program
Up to $600,000       Apr 23, 2021  
To implement in-service and pre-service professional development 
programs for certified, licensed, and paraprofessional educational 
personnel to improve K-12 classroom instruction for English learners. 

Learning Disabilities Foundation of America
Learning Disabilities Grants
Awards vary        Apr 15, 2021  
To support projects to meet the needs of students with learning 
disabilities and support creative and innovative solutions to help them 
achieve academic success. Funding is intended for scientific, literary, 
and educational services, as well as bringing public awareness to 
learning disabilities.

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website. 

New funding resources are added at least twice monthly. 
And, it’s printable. 

YCESA Grants

AZHASC is a pilot and feasibility study brought to you by the SciTech Institute, the Arizona Science 
Center, and Arizona State University looking to understand the current computer science and 
computational thinking (CS/CT) structures in rural K-8 classrooms. Funded by the National Science 
Foundation, this initial set of projects will seek to understand classroom and administrator 
perceptions of CS/CT through a survey and co-create Research-Practitioner Partnerships (RPPs) 

with rural school districts around Arizona. The survey concluded on April 4, 2021, while the RPP pilot will begin May 3, 2021. 
RPPs will initially meet to set norms, objectives, and future gathering dates. It is anticipated that RPP participants will contribute 
about two hours per month, though this may be different with each RPP, depending on local decisions. 

The project objectives include building of strong, effective collaboratives that can help rural K-8 teachers and districts to develop 
self-confidence in integrating project-based CS in their curriculum, and to develop professional identity as a rural CS educator.

For information or to sign up your school, contact AZHACS Project Director Kalman Mannis at .      mannisk@azscience.org

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Pilot Program Opportunity

A student team at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott are conducting 
research to learn how COVID-19 has affected child sociability and academic 
performance. As part of this research, the students are surveying parents of 1st 
through 5th grade students. To further the research, ERAU is asking school 
districts to participate by emailing the parents of elementary school students in 
their districts the invitation letter at .ERAU COVID-19 Student Impact Study

Those who participate will not receive compensation, but they will have access to 
the data collected. Please help get the word out. There is much to be learned 
about child sociability and academic performance.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

COVID-19 Effect On Students Being Studied 

The Yavapai County Education Foundation 
Classroom grants deadline is quickly 
approaching. Applications are accepted 
until April 12th for up to $500 each.

Visit www.YCEFoundation.com/grant-

program for more informa�on and an 
applica�on.

Grant Deadline Near!
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Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter 
is pleased to announce the appointment 
of Mr. Martin (Marty) Grossman to the 
Mountain Institute CTED Governing Board, representing the 
Humboldt Unified School District. 

A resident of the district for 12 years, Mr. Grossman holds a 
B.A. in Management and Communications and worked for 30 
years as a USPS letter carrier in Flushing, NY. He is actively 
engaged in the community as a member of the Humboldt 
Education Foundation, Prescott Area Habitat for Humanity 
Construction Crew, Prescott Valley Police Foundation, and has 
recently concluded successive elected terms on the Prescott 
Valley Town Council.

Supt. Carter hails Grossman's familiarity of working with public 
bodies and being a solid proponent of career and technology 
education as valuable to this role.

Congratulations, Marty! 

Grossman Appointed
to Board

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Kelly M. Legler, the Chief Clinical Officer for the West Yavapai 
Guidance Clinic, recently presented information with the 
Milestones Steering Committee about FREE group and/or 
individual therapy. 

Anyone who is interested in this service needs to call 2-1-1 and 
the clinic will immediately be notified. The individual or family 
will then be scheduled for an appointment.

This is a FREE resource from a reliable long time community 
partner. 

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

A 3.54% drop in enrollment in public district schools in the past 
year has led education advocates to look into where those 
students have gone and why as well as how that funding loss 
is impacting schools' budgets.

Student enrollment in Arizona district schools dropped from 
1,114,478 students in 2020 to 1,074,973 students in 2021, said 
Dr. Anabel Aportela, Director of Research for Arizona 
Association of School Business Officials (AASBO) and Arizona 
School Boards Association (ASBA). The enrollment loss is 
basically concentrated in the elementary level, with some loss 
in high schools.

Charter school enrollment grew by 11,696 students in the 
same time period, but that increase does not even come close 
to 30% of the 39,506 fewer students no longer enrolled in 
district schools.

See Dr. Aportela's interactive graphic analysis of enrollment 
data submitted to Arizona Department of Education for FY2020 
to FY2021 at AZEdNews Interactive Map of Student 
Enrollment.

Dr. Chuck Essigs, Director of Governmental Relations for 
AASBO, has addressed how declining enrollment impacts the 
resources that schools have by reducing funding for every 
student lost. The combination of the significant loss of students 
due to COVID-related issues and the state's reducing funding 
for students who are enrolled is distance learning programs by 
5% has resulted in large reduction in schools budgets for the 
2020-2021 school year, Dr. Essigs said. 

For the complete AZEdNews article on declining enrollment, go 
to .Declining Student Enrollment

Student Enrollment Drop

Source: L. Irish, AZEdNews, 3/16/21
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