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The First Choice for Responsive Educational Services

Free Resources for These Times
Prop 208 Battle Continues

The attorney representing the Invest in Ed initiative said that
the Arizona Constitution makes the people co-equal with the
legislature when creating law. This means they have the same
powers as lawmakers, even if the elected legislators disagree.
In fact, in some ways the powers of the people are superior.
That's because a constitutional provision bars lawmakers from
repealing what voters have enacted.

AZ LibTAP can be found online at FREE TECH HELP. You'll
ﬁnd the phone number as well as a contact form the public can
use to make an appointment.

Free Resource for
Supporting Educators
Carol Lewis of Yavapai County Community Health Services is
sharing a helpful video and handout to support educators in
these trying times. “Strategies for Districts to Support SelfCare for Educators During the COVID-19” addresses selfawareness and optimism and solution-focused approaches to
dealing with stressors.
The video is a good resource for superintendents, principals,
and teachers. Find it at Strategies for Self-Care of Educators
and the presentation handout at Strategies for Educators.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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With no hearing date yet, the state Department of Revenue
wants a judge to quash eﬀorts by business interests and
Republican legislators to keep a new tax to fund education
from taking eﬀect. The attorney hired by the state in the legal
battle states there is no legal justiﬁcation for the judge to bar
enforcement of the income tax surcharge approved in Prop
208. He holds there is no rush to deal with it since the earliest
aﬀected taxes would not be due until April, 2022. The pushpull with this position is that high-income taxes are paid in
withholding or estimated tax payment and may have to be
refunded if a ruling negates Prop 208.

Yavapai County Library Director Corey Christians is passing
along information that can help the general public. AZ LibTAP
is a team of librarians, supported by the Arizona State Library,
Archives and Public Records. They provide one-on-one phone
support services free of charge.

C

The bottom line is that the litigation seeks an injunction order
barring any implementation or enforcement of the ballot
measure until there can be a full-blown hearing. Additional
suits from business leaders have been refused by the courts.

Need Tech Support?

Y

With top Republican legislative leaders ﬁling a suit in late
November to block implementation of the voter-approved Prop
208, a tax on the income of the wealthiest Arizonans to beneﬁt
education, the battle continues. Known as the Invest in Ed
initiative, it was supported by voters by a margin of 51.7% to
48.3%.

REMINDER...

With Gov. Ducey having urged voters to defeat the measure,
he is now at odds with the tax agency. Superintendent of
Schools Kathy Hoﬀman supported the funding initiative.

The Governing Board Training for New and Prospective
Members is Jan. 7, 2021 at the YCESA Training Room in
Prescott. Complimentary dinner is provided.

And the beat goes on....

Contact Jenn Nelson at jenn.nelson@yavapai.us for more
information about this FREE training session.

Source: H. Fischer, Capitol Media Services

2021
Jan 7 Governing Board Training, YCESA
Training Rm, 4 pm-8 pm (must register)
Feb 13 County Spelling Bee, Yavapai College,
1:15 pm practice, 2:30 pm first round
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Quad City Administrators
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm
Jan 20 Feb 17 Mar 17
Apr 21 May 13

VerdeValley
ValleySuperintendents
Superintendents
Verde
10:00
10:00 am
(unless shown)
Jan 21 COCSD Feb 18 Camp Verde
Mar 25 Mingus Apr 15 Yavapai College
May 20 VACTE
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Yavapai County Community Health
Services Director Leslie Horton ﬁnds
the new CDC COVID-19 Quarantine
Guidelines to be applicable to school
districts and charters.
The December 2020 guidance reduces
the time for quarantining after COVID19 exposure when the individual
remains symptom free and is beneﬁcial
to getting back in school.
Please contact ACCHS for additional
advice as need.

Source: Leslie Horton, YCCHS

State Board Continues Testing, Distance
Learning Discussions
The Arizona State Board of Education meeting in December included discussion of distance learning and assessments in the
times of the pandemic. Building on discussions from previous meetings, the Board adopted a resolution advocating for:
· The administration of the statewide assessment to students in the Spring 2021 and the collection and appropriate reporting of
achievement data for the 2020-2021 school year; and
· A pause on issuing A-F letter grades for the 2020-2021 school year.
The Resolution will guide the Board's advocacy during the 2021 Legislative Session. The entire resolution can be read here.
The Board had previously modiﬁed the statewide assessment, eliminating duplicative testing in science, shortening the
assessments by removing ﬁeld test items, and electing to use the same test forms to improve comparability.
At the December meeting, the Board extended the Spring 2021 Statewide Assessment testing window by two weeks and
approved the use of the same performance level cuts when reporting 10th grade math scores for this year.
ADE evaluated a sample of schools' distance learning plans across ﬁve categories to determine compliance with Executive
Order 2020-41, statute and policies and procedures. ADE reported that approximately 80% of the 52 schools in the sample
provided the appropriate evidence. ADE will work with the remaining schools and report ﬁnding to the Board at the January
meeting, including possible remediation action.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Two County Superintendents Retire
The face of Arizona's county school superintendents is changing
with the retirement of two long-term public servants. County
School Superintendents Barry Williams of Apache County and
Jacque Price of La Paz County have been trusted leaders both
for their respective counties and statewide education.
Williams and Price have both served as oﬃcers with the Arizona
Association of County School Superintendents (AACSS) and
have been active in many other professional education
organizations. Working with small, rural schools, they were both
active leaders in the regional service centers.
Yavapai County Superintendent Tim Carter stated “Both had
made education their focus and have dedicated their lives to
serving young people and their schools…I could go on and on.
They both know they are held in high esteem and I will
personally miss them very much.”
Dru Waggoner (R) was elected by the La Paz County voters to
become the new county superintendent of schools, and Joy
Whiting (D) will succeed Williams in Apache County.
Best wishes to Williams and Price! Thank you for your years of
dedication.

The Arizona Department of
Education wants to help
teachers "Get SET for STEM!"
The Scholarships for Eﬀective
Teachers program oﬀers
Arizona educators $2,000 per
year for up to three years to
pursue coursework or programs that will:
1. Prepare them to add a STEM area (calculus, physics,
biology, etc.) or CTE Certiﬁcate, and
2. Bolster their STEM teaching knowledge & skills.
Who's eligible? Arizona certiﬁed teachers with a current
contract at an Arizona public school are eligible to apply.
This includes secondary teachers, K-8 teachers, SPED
educators, etc. who are interesting in building their STEM
education skills. Coursework must be taken through a
regionally or nationally accredited public or provide postsecondary education institutions in Arizona (like ASU, UA,
NAU, GCU, or an Arizona community college).
What's the commitment? Scholarship recipients must
agree to teach in an Arizona public school for three years
after completing their coursework or program. For example,
if a teacher receives a "Get SET for STEM" scholarship
every year for three years, their commitment to teaching in
an Arizona public school will be 9 years -- three years of
teaching for each year of scholarship!
How often are scholarships awarded? Applications are
accepted year-round and scholarships and awarded on a
rolling basis. Applications must be submitted prior to
enrollment in a program or coursework. Funding is awarded
directly to the recipient after submitting paperwork that
proves you have enrolled & paid for a course or program.

Apache County Supt. Barry Williams

La Paz County Supt. Jacque Price

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

01/01/2021

Find out more at Get

SET for STEM!
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2020 in Six-Word Memoirs
How would you summarize 2020—the most infuriating,
frightening, depressing year in recent memory—if you had only
six words to do it? That's what Education Week, an independent
K-12 news agency, invited their readers and staﬀ to do.
Here are just 25 of the many powerful mini-memoirs from the
education community, including students and parents.
I can't hear you. You're muted!
Jeﬀery Burton, dean of K-6 students, AR

Worst year in history. Corona sucks.
Oliver, age 10

Everyone is at the breaking point.
Amanda, National Skills Coalition

Bars are open. Schools are closed.
Chad Aldeman, Bellwether Education

Inequities, antiracism, SEL, resilience, mask up.
Kany Seck, Instructional Dean of Students, Edina MN
Janet Keller, Santa Monica, CA

Hello class, can everyone hear me?
Heather Parker, Devrick, CA

Raised in Saratoga County, New York, Mrs. Newell earned a
cosmetology certiﬁcate and worked in that industry for many
years. She and her husband relocated to the Congress area
20 years ago where she has served as a caregiver and
volunteer ever since.
Mr. Carter based his selection on interviews with the applicants and the individual currently seated board members and
administration. Communications from citizens who voluntarily shared their views of the candidates were also
considered.

Congratulations, Brenda and Congress School!

Sad, depressing, weird, house bound. Strange.
Lorraine Tawﬁk, math tutor

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

YCESA has more grant funding
opportunities for you!

So many losses, but we're surviving.
Christina Samuels, EdWeek

Grace and patience while we pivot.
Amy Brewer, Attendance Secretary, MO

We must do better next time.
Mark Lieberman, EdWeek

The superintendent cried during our interview.
Catherine Gewertz, EdWeek

First year teacher: crying and trying.

Challenging times bring more
need and there are district,
school and classroom supports
being oﬀered. Now’s the time to
think ahead at what you might
need. Check these out!

YCESA Grants

Abbie Rexroad, music teacher, WV

I have no motivation for anything.
Joli

Spinning plates while on a rollercoaster.
Ann Stiltner, SPED teacher, CT

Hardest year of teaching so far.
Christina Collings, elementary teacher

I'm sure I have no idea.
Susan Enﬁeld, superintendent, Highline Public Schools, WA

One exhausting Zoom meeting after another.
Giovanni Vincenti

Unpredictable, violated, angry, dismal, shocking, progress.
Jammie N. Phillips, music educator, GA

8:58 wakeup. 9:00 meeting. Made it.
Hannah Davidson, EdWeek

Challenging, resilience, experimentation, learning, grace,
community.
Larry Wolpe, elementary school principal, MA
My students need more of me.
Sarah Dawn-Watson Mott

Unimaginable blessings among completely unexpected
challenges.
Lisa Renze, Journalism coach, IN
Happiness, hysteria, helplessness, hostility, humility, hope.
Claudia Siebenhuener, library secretary, Jericho, NY

We're doing the best we can.

01/01/2021

Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter has
announced the appointment of Brenda Newell to
the Congress Elementary School District Governing Board. She is no stranger to Congress School, where she
has continuously volunteered and been recognized by the
staﬀ and Governing Board for her eﬀorts.

Supt. Carter feels Mrs. Newell's love of kids and the
Congress School will be key in her being a good board
member and supportive, collaborative partner.

No one in my family died.

Shari C, elementary school principal

New Board Member for Congress

Source EdWeek 12/17/20

New funding resources are added at least twice monthly.
And, it’s printable.
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the website.
Plus there are some highlighted in red especially for relief
with coronavirus issues. Here are just some NEW
opportunities you’ll ﬁnd:
United States Department of Health and Human Services,
National Institutes of Health, and National Institute of
General Medical Sciences
Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA)
Up to $250,000
Jul 13, 2021
PreK through grade 12 school and informal science education
programs for creative educational activities with primary focus on
courses for skills development, curriculum or methods development, mentoring, research experiences, and outreach to
disseminate educational and research resources.
Cruise Industry Charitable Foundation
Educational Assistance and Training Programs
$2,500 - $15,000 ea Accepted year round
Encourages the creation and expansion of learning experiences
and opportunities at all education levels, particularly for minority
and disadvantaged students. Areas of special interest include
educational and training programs designed to improve literacy,
teach basic life skills, promote good citizenship and public
services, and increase reading, mathematics, and science
proﬁciencies.

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website.
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COVID-19 School Support Program
Carol Lewis of the Yavapai County Community Health Services (YCCHS) has shared information
about a new program to help schools get open and stay open with the challenges of COVID-19.
The Arizona COVID-19 School Support Pilot Program is sponsored by Arizona Department of
Education, Arizona State University, and Arizona Department of Health Services. It provides tools for
your district that include testing, communication materials, supportive service aid, online courses and technical assistance.
Driven by the vision that Healthy Schools Open Schools, the program continues to add resources and activities as it develops.
For more information, take a look at School Support Pilot Program.
Source: Carol Lewis, YCCHS
S
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Districts Seeking Governing Board Applicants

Yavapai County School Supt. Tim Carter has announced a vacancy on three Yavapai County school district governing
boards—Hillside, Yarnell and Canon ESDs. The Hillside and Yarnell vacancies were created by a lack of candidates during the
2020 election cycle. These are both being re-advertised since no one has applied for the positions in the ﬁrst announcement. The
Canon vacancy is due to a resignation.
To be eligible to hold this seat a person must: be a registered voter within the school district; be a USA citizen; be at least 18
years of age; possess his/her civil rights; have continually resided within the school district for at least one year immediately
preceding taking oﬃce; and he/she nor a spouse may be employed by the district or working for the district on a third-party
contract.
Originally posted on November 13, Yarnell ESD position, originally posted on November 13, is now being advertised again with a
new deadline of January 22, 2021. The Hillside ESD Governing Board has the same timeline.
The Canon ESD Governing Board position has a January 11 application closing date with the appointment being announced on
January 14. The new board member will take the seat eﬀective March 1, 2021.
If you are interested in ﬁlling the vacancy, send a letter of interest and a resume to Mr. Tim Carter, Yavapai County School
Superintendent, Yavapai County Education Service Agency, 2970 Centerpointe East, Prescott, AZ 86301; fax 928-771-3329,
email: Tim.carter@yavapai.us. Please include information about yourself, why you would like to be a board member, your
residence and mailing addresses, and home/work phone numbers. Candidates may include letters of recommendation or support
if they wish.
Please share this opportunity with any potential candidates. If you have any questions, please call Mr. Carter at 928-925-6560.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Showcase Your
Your
Showcase
Outstanding Educators
Educators
Outstanding

Grant Programs

The Yavapai County Education Foundation (YCEF), along with Prescott
Newspapers, Inc. (PNI), is pleased to announce the search for educators to be
showcased in the upcoming Yavapai County Champions of Education Magazine.
The 102 K-12 schools in the county are being invited to select the person from
their school to be featured in this magazine dedicated solely to Yavapai County
School employees.

Yavapai County Education Foundation is
known for its Grant Programs oﬀering
ﬁnancial assistance for both schools and
teachers to fund projects in the classroom as
individual educators or in partnership with
their schools and/or districts.

The 120-plus page magazine will be published near the end of April and each
school staﬀ member and their Governing Boards will receive a complimentary
copy. The expectation is that about 7,000 copies will go to the schools and
another 11,000 copies will be placed as inserts in local papers all over Yavapai
County. While there is no cost to the schools, PNI is looking for corporate
sponsors and business advertising for the magazine. Submissions to the
magazine are accepted until February 26, 2021.

Classroom Grants are awarded for up to $500
and School Matching Grants are for up to
$1,000.

YCEF and PNI are looking forward to this tribute to our teachers, staﬀ, and
administrators for the work they do.
Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA
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For more information on YCEF and their
Grant Programs, visit YCEFoundation.com.
Questions may be referred to YCEF
Secretary/Treasurer Tim Carter, the Yavapai
County School Superintendent, at 928-9256560.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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E-Rate Update for 2021 Funding Year
Thanks to State E-Rate Director Milan Eaton for sharing the following information. Please contact Milan at
Milan.Eaton@azed.gov or YCESA E-Rate consultant Frank Vander Horst at Frank.Vander.Horst@yavapai.us with questions or
support.
Form 471 Window Opening: The Funding Year 2021 Form 471 ﬁling window will open on Friday, January 15, 2021 at 12:00
noon EST and close on Thursday, March 25, 2021 at 11:59 PM EST. With the application window closing on March 25, the
latest date that applicants will be able to ﬁle an FCC Form 470 while still allowing the required 28 days for competitive bidding
will be Thursday, February 25, 2021. In addition, the administrative window, which allows applicants to make changes to their
EPC proﬁles, will close January 13 at 11:59 PM EST.
State Carrier Contract (Award 5-26-20): Schools may use state contract vendors by performing a “mini-bid” and request
quotes from at least 3 of the vendors listed. Always attempt to get the best service for the best price based on your individual
circumstances. Remember, a state contract vendor may not always be the right answer for your situation / service. Do your due
diligence. The biggest advantage to purchasing via State Contract (Great job by the State Procurement Oﬃce): You may cancel
after 1 year without penalty.
Make sure your vendor quotes from State Contract and provides their contract number and SPIN on all documentation. The
Arizona Department of Administration procurement oﬃce did a great job for our schools!
To view State Contract Documents: State Contract Documents
Use Contract ID:
CTR049871 – CableOne (SparkLight)
CTR049872 – CenturyLink
CTR049873 – COX
CTR049874 – Gila LEC
CTR049875 – Simply Bits LLC
CTR049876 – Smith Bagley

CTR049877 – Verizon
CTR049878 – Windstream LLC
CTR049879 – Zayo Group
CTR049884 – Crown Castle LLC
CTR049885 – Citizens Utility (Frontier)
CTR050959 – FirstDigital Telecom

Source: Milan Eaton, ADE

Biden Selects Cardona as Education Secretary
In case you haven’t heard, President-elect Joe Biden has chosen Miguel Cardona, Connecticut's education
chief and a lifelong champion of public schools, to serve as education secretary.
Unlike current Secretary DeVos, a school choice advocate whom Biden says is an opponent of public schools,
Cardona is a product of them, starting when he entered kindergarten unable to speak English.
Miguel Cardona

In the announcement of his nomination, Biden said Cardona would oﬀer America “an experienced and
dedicated public school teacher leading the way at the Department of Education.”
Cardona will be tasked with reversing an array of policies enacted by DeVos. Biden has vowed to revoke Trump administration
policies including the handling of campus sexual assault cases. Biden's education plans also include measures to triple federal
Title I funding for the neediest
schools to ensure that “no child's
future is determined by their zip
The Gardner Family Teacher Scholarships
code, parents' income, race or
“An Educational Endowment”
disability.” He is also proposing
free preschool and policies meant
2021 GLADYS GARDNER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PERIOD FOR
to make the nation's schools and
PROSPECTIVE OR DISPLACED TEACHERS WILL OPEN SOON!!
teaching force more diverse.

GiFTS is offering $2,000 minimum scholarships
for prospective and displaced teachers
Applications will be accepted beginning November 9, 2020 through March 1, 2021
Application will be accessible through the GiFTS website beginning November 9, 2020

http://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship

All applications must be received by midnight March 1, 2021
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Cardona supports in-person
instruction to all students.
Cardona's experiences as a
former public school teacher, an
administrator, and a public school
parent bring him the ability to do
the job on his ﬁrst day in oﬃce.
Source: A. Ujifusa and E. Blad, EdWeek,
12/22/20
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