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Jan 8

Feb 13

Governing Board Training, YCESA 
Training Rm, 4 pm-8 pm (must register)

County Spelling Bee, Yavapai College, 
1:15 pm practice, 2:30 pm first round

Verde Valley Superintendents 
10:00

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

     Dec 16 (lunch at Palace, Prescott)   
Jan 20    Feb 17    Mar 17

    Apr 21    May 13   

Dec 18   YCESA Christmas (11:30 am)

Jan 21   COCSD        
Feb 18    Camp Verde                       

Mar 25    Mingus     
Apr 15    Yavapai College

May 20  VACTE

2020 - 2021

On Nov. 18, 2020, pursuant to ARS §15-246, Yavapai County Board of Supervisors Chairman Craig Brown and School Supt. Tim 
Carter canvassed and certified the Education Election results of the November 3rd election. The Board of Supervisors have 
approved the canvass. The final education election results are:

Governing Boards:    
Prescott USD    John Mackin, Kara Woods, Andy Fraher 
Mingus Union HSD    Lori Drake, Anthony Lozano, Greg Roeller 
Cottonwood-Oak Creek ESD    Mary Valenzuela, Janice Rollins, Mindy Bejarano 
Camp Verde USD     Helen Freeman, Carol German, Tomasine Cardona 
Seligman USD    Sandy Pritchett, Ben Emery, Cheryl James, Charles Cruise 

Consolidation of Mingus Union HSD / Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD   NO

Budget Overrides: NO Prescott USD, Humboldt USD    YES  Bagdad USD K-8, Bagdad US 9-12, Clarkdale-Jerome ESD

Sell/Lease/Exchange Property:   YES Humboldt USD 

Bond: NO Humboldt USD

Find the elections results at Official Canvass.

Supt. Carter, the elected official responsible for school-related elections in Yavapai County, praised the staff in the County Recorder 
and Elections Office as understanding and operating with “servant leadership and integrity.” He further stated it was a privilege and 
honor to work with these people. Thank you and congratulations on a job well-done to  County Recorder Leslie Hoffman, Elections 
Director Lynn Constabile, Registrar of Voters Laurin Custis, YCESA Education Election Coordinator Jenn Nelson and the staff 
within their offices who protect and insure democracy every day.

Congratulations, also, to Carter on his re-election as County School Superintendent. 

YCESA 
 

The First Choice for Responsive Educational Services                                                

Yavapai County Education Service Agency ��� �� �� �E   S� �� �� �� ��� � C A � �� �� ��� ��  � Y                              News
Volume 15, Issue 12
December 2020

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
                and Yavapai County Elections

County Election Results Certified

Arizona Department of Health Services issued Emergency Measure 2020-04 mandating masks on all school 
campuses and school buses and at activities related to school sports. You can find the EM at Emergency 
Measure 2020-04.

To support this mandate, the Yavapai County Community Health Services has received a  second shipment of 
youth cloth face coverings for all Yavapai County schools. There are 103 boxes, containing 500 masks each. 
Yavapai County Education Service Agency will distribute these 0-5 masks from their Prescott office beginning 
on Dec. 7th, on a first come first serve basis.  All boxes will need to be picked up or delivery made by Dec. 11th. 
To secure the number of boxes you need, please email  as soon as possible. Tim.Carter@yavapai.us

���� ��� �E   S� �� �� �� ��� �

C  A � �� � ���� �� �  Y                              

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
                

Masks Mandate and FREE Distribution for Schools

https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Official-Canvass.pdf
https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/emergency-measure-2020-04.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/emergency-measure-2020-04.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:Tim.Carter@yavapai.us
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Arizona School Boards Association reports that overall, 
the statewide pass rate on school elections in 2020 is 
somewhat lower than what has occurred in the past, but 
the results are mixed based on data from  Stifel, Nico-
laus & Company, Inc.  Take a look at this infographic 
from Muska Olumi of AZEdNews for more information.

Source: AZEdNews.com

In an interview with the Education 
Writers Association, the Biden 
campaign's national policy director Stef 
Feldman outlined the president-elect’s 
thoughts on major K-12 policy points. 

5-step coronavirus response Biden's platform hinged in part on 
schools reopening with local decision-making in concert with 
general federal guidance. He plans to create a Safer Schools Best 
Practices Clearinghouse. As guidance, the 5-step plan includes: 
getting the virus under control, introducing national safety 
guidelines, providing emergency school funding, boosting remote 
learning, and closing the COVID-19 education gap. 

School PPE funding  Federal Emergency Management Agency 
will be required to help pay for cloth masks and personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for school settings.

Police in schools  After protests over recent police-involved 
deaths, Biden supports school resource officers being trained to 
work directly with students, developing positive relationships with 
police departments, and training to boost students' mental health.

SEL grant programs  Social-emotional learning is shown to pre-
vent school violence and Biden supports launching a grant program 
to develop evidence-based policy solutions around SEL.

Charter school accountability  Biden will work against school 
choice measures that include for-profit charters, private school 
vouchers and other measures that use public funding for non-public 
options. These steps include to stop funding for charter schools 
that don't provide results and to require school boards to oversee 
charters.

Biden will likely face an uphill battle in the Senate for some K-12 
items that require congressional support. 

Source: Education Dive, N. Modan, 11/18/20

Biden’s Plans for 
K-12 Education

Source: Arizonans for Charter School Accountability

Charter Schools Receive PPP Funds

Arizonans for Charter School Accountability recently outlined 
the record profits in 2020 of Arizona charter schools. It reported 
these schools to have $542 million in cash sitting in the bank, 
$124 million more than they had in 2019.

Charter schools did not lose dollars of state or federal revenue 
last year due to the Enrollment Stabilization Grant Program 
which guaranteed funding based on the 40th day enrollment, 
regardless of the number of students actually served as schools 
went to online learning last spring. Despite this guaranteed 
income, 130 charter owners applied for and received a total of 
$52 million in additional Paycheck Protection Program funds. 
PPP funds were designated for the 97,000 small companies 
that couldn't make payroll or make mortgage payments and 
ultimately closed. The PPP money allowed the 130 charter 
school companies to increase their cash reserves from $108 
million to over $157 million last year.

More information and a list of charters receiving PPP funds is 
available at   .AZCSA Charter Receiving PPP

12/01/2020                                                                                                                            
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Training will cover the following topics

Organization of Governing Boards

Powers & Duties of Boards

Open Meeting Law

School Policy and Development

School Finance

Trainings are held at no cost 

from 4:00 PM  to 8:00 PM 

Complimentary Dinner will be provided

Click here to Register

GOVERNING	BOARD	TRAINING

NEW	AND	PROSPECTIVE	MEMBERS

	

JANUARY	7	,	2021—YCESA	

2970	CENTERPOINTE	E	DR.

PRESCOTT	86301

Click here to register

The Gardner Family Teacher Scholarships 
“An Educational Endowment”

 
 2021 GLADYS GARDNER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PERIOD FOR 

PROSPECTIVE OR DISPLACED TEACHERS WILL OPEN SOON!!

Applications will be accepted beginning November 9, 2020 through March 1, 2021

Application will be accessible through the GiFTS website beginning November 9, 2020

http://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship

All applications must be received by midnight March 1, 2021

GiFTS is offering $2,000 minimum scholarships 

 
for prospective and displaced teachers

 
Click here for GiFTS Scholarship Guidelines

YCESA has more grant funding 
opportunities for you!

Challenging times bring more 
need and there are district, 
school and classroom supports 
being offered. Now’s the time to 
think ahead at what you might 
need. Check these out!

The latest additions are highlighted in  on the website. yellow
Plus there are some highlighted in     especially for relief red
with coronavirus issues. Here are just some NEW 
opportunities you’ll find:

Francis R. Dewing Foundation  
Early Childhood Education Grants
$5,000 - $15,000 ea     Apr 1 and Oct 1 annually
To support projects in early childhood education aged 2 through 
6th grade. Priority to new, untried, or unusual educational 
methods. Project proposals must address specific identifiable 
needs through activities that involve children or students directly.

Campus Consortium   
Student Engagement Mobile App Grant
Up to $100,000        Dec 23, 2020
To provide the requisite licenses and services to a compre-
hensive Student Engagement Mobile App. For software licenses, 
support and implementation services for a term of up to 5 years.

AZEdNews              Classroom Grants
$200 each        Rolling – every 6-8 weeks
To enhance classroom learning. Need to describe how the 
initiative or program impacts student achievement and how it 
reflects the priorities of the governing board and district. 

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website. 

New funding resources are added at least twice monthly. 
And, it’s printable. 

YCESA Grants

12/01/2020                                                                                                                            

https://ycesa.com/election-services/governing-board-training/
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/GiFTS-Scholarship-Guidelines.pdf
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Current-Grant-Opportunities.pdf
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Yavapai County Board of 
Supervisors Chairman Craig 

Brown, Treasurer Chip Davis, Assessor Judd 
Simmons, and School Superintendent Tim Carter met 
with Senate President Karen Fann, Rep. Steve Pierce, 
Deputy County Attorney Martin Brennan, and County 
Manager Phil Bourdon to discuss the impact and 
potential solutions of the latest Transwestern lawsuit 
on our schools and other political subdivisions.  Rep. 
Noel Campbell is supportive of these efforts, but was 
unable to attend the meeting.  In general, the following 
was agreed upon:

· Two issues needing to be addressed are how 
to keep the districts whole and seek the State's 
assistance in making these payments; and to 
identify a long term solution to this issue 
(Governor's order or legislation) so there is no 
need for future Transwestern assessment 
concerns (beyond 2021, which is already 
stipulated).

· If the state does not step up, what flexibility 
can the various counties provide to the political 
subdivisions to ease the repayment burden?

· Make sure the judgement and interest totals 
match between the parties. What is the actual 
and final statewide and jurisdictional number? 
Estimates range from $25 to $40 million.

· Revise the bill that was moving last year and 
form a consensus of support for it, to change 
the statute with an emergency clause, and 
allow retroactivity if possible.

· The stakeholder political subdivisions hopefully 
will be speaking with one voice and include the 
Arizona Association of Counties (AACO), 
County Supervisors Association (CSA), 
Arizona Association of County School 
Superintendents (AACSS), the County 
Treasurers, the County Assessors, the County 
Attorneys, Rural Arizona School Collaborative 
(RASC), and lobbyists Arizona Governmental 
Affairs (Gretchen Jacobs), DeMenna Public 
Affairs (Kevin DeMenna), and Aarons and Co. 
(Barry Aarons).

· Various participants agreed to take on certain 
roles to help accomplish the objectives above.

Fann has formed a Transwestern Stakeholder Group 
which includes Barry Aarons and County School Supt. 
Tim Carter will represent AACSS and Ash Fork USD. 
Supt. Seth Staples of Ash Fork USD will represent 
Yavapai County school districts since his district has 
the largest payment due in the county. 

Information will be forthcoming as it is received. 

Transwestern 
Lawsuit

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Arizona COVID-19
School Support
Pilot Program

Resources to maintain learning

TOOLS FOR
YOUR
DISTRICT Testing

Dynamic, secure testing

opportunities

Weekly saliva based

surveillance, rapid

antigen, and cluster
testing 

Communication Materials

Community of Care & Healthy

Kids, Open Schools

Campaign

Resources to promote key

health messages

Technical AssistanceOnline CoursesSupport Service Aid

ASU Prep Digital 

Adaptive learning

technologies

Public Health support

Help with mitigation

strategies, contact tracing,

and investigations 

Education assistance 

Available support for

NGOs, Boys and Girls

Club, YMCA

Next Step Activities & Resources in Development

ASU Prep Digital  toolkit & virtual learning assistance

Symptom monitoring  improvements

Parent Pod communication & toolkits

To learn more or to join the program, please contact
HealthySchools@azdhs.gov

The next testing cycle of the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress will be delayed until 2022 because too many students are 
attending school remotely and because in-person testing conditions 
are constrained due to the pandemic, the National Center for 
Education Statistics recently announced.

NCES officials, school administrators and others had hoped the 
national-level assessments for reading and math would progress this 
year so education stakeholders could continue gauging trends in 
students' knowledge of core academic subjects, but they now ac-
knowledge the difficulty of obtaining reliable results amid continued 
educational disruption.

At the state and local levels, officials are continuing to evaluate 
options for assessing students with standardized tests this school 
year. Source: Education Dive, K. Arundel, 11/25/20

NAEP postponed with COVID-19 challenges

12/01/2020                                                                                                                            
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Yavapai County School Supt, Tim Carter is continuing his work to fill the open seats on county school district governing boards. 
With the following appointments, he has whittled down the number of seats to fill to three. 

Thank you to those who submitted their applications and spoke with Carter in this process. If you have any questions, please call 
Supt. Carter at 928-925-6560 or email at Tim.carter@yavapai.us. 

Congratulations to these new Governing Board members:

Governing Board Appointments Announced

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Retiring County Board of Supervisor Thomas Thurman is 
Supt. Tim Carter's appointee to the Mountain Institute Career 
and Technology Education District (MICTED) Governing Board, 
to represent Mayer USD. Thurman has been a resident of 
Yavapai County since 1969 and of district since it began. On 
many occasions, he has spoken in favor of the creation of 
Mountain Institute emphasizing the importance of career and 
technology education in today's society.

Mr. Thurman is well known in the area as a contractor for 25 
years and has been an elected County Supervisor for 16 years, 
serving four times as the Board Chairman. He has been an 
active leader in many groups throughout the state and county. 

Supt. Carter selected Thurman because he strongly feels 
Thurman to be a servant leader who will be a supportive 
partner to the board and bring leadership experience, edu-
cation, work experience, integrity and love for the community to 
the group.

Thank you, Tom, for carrying forward your work and respect for 
educating our children.

Mrs. Patricia Foy, a 23-year resident of the district, has been 
selected for the Seligman USD Governing Board. Supt. Carter 
feels she is well-qualified with her prior eight-year experience 
in this role for Seligman. During her two terms, Foy served a 
board president and the county representative to Arizona 
School Boards Association. She will be joining the four newly 
elected board members.

Foy is a retired intensive care nurse who worked in Scottsdale 
and Kingman. She has a grandchild attending the district 
school. 

Supt. Carter also appointed Mrs. Sandy Pritchett to the 
Seligman USD Governing Board to complete a term expiring in 
December, 2020. Pritchett was elected in November, but the 
need to fill the fifth seat on the board prompted Carter to take 
this immediate action. Pritchett will then be seated for her four-
year elected term in January.

Pritchett is a long-time former Governing Board Member and 
President of the Board in Seligman and received the highest 
number of votes in the recent election. 

Congratulations to these two new board members and thank 
you for your service.

Supt. Tim Carter is pleased to announce the appointment of 
two new Governing Board Members for Mayer USD. They are 
Tracy Williams and Heather Hutchins. 

A four-year resident of the district, Williams graduated from high 
school in Michigan and completed an A.A. as a Certified 
Clinical Medical Assistant and a B.S. in Health Care 
Administration from Pima Medical Institute in Tucson. She is 
married and has a son attending Mayer High School. She 
works at a medical office in Spring Valley.

Hutchins completed high school in California and attended San 
Joaquin Valley College and the Maricopa Community College 
System. She holds certificates as a Phlebotomist, Certified 
Nursing Assistant, and a Certified Medical Assistant, and has 
completed 70 credits towards a B.S. in Nursing. She and her 
husband own and operate Easton Air. Her son is in 8th grade in 
Mayer and an adult daughter is a teacher in the Phoenix area.

Carter stated that both Williams and Hutchins are well-
intentioned in learning the role of Governing Board members 
and will work cooperatively with their fellow board members 
and the community.

Welcome to the education community, Tracy and Heather.

Clarkdale-Jerome ESD welcomes David Gordon, Esq. to its 
Governing Board. Supt. Carter made the appointment to fill 
the position for which no one filed in the recent election. 

A graduate of Camp Verde High School, Mr. Gordon has been 
a resident of the district since 2005. He holds a B.A. in English 
from NAU and completed his J.D in Massachusetts. He is 
married and has three children who have been or are currently 
students in the Clarkdale-Jerome school. He is an attorney in 
private practice in Cottonwood.

Carter feels Gordon's long history and background in the 
Verde Valley will bring a good understanding of local issues to 
the board and that he will balance the needs of students, 
parents, staff and taxpayers well. 

Congratulations to David and CJESD.

Thurman to Join CTED
Governing Board

Mayer USD Welcomes
Williams and Hutchins

Foy and Pritchett Appointed
to Seligman USD Board

Gordon Appointed to
Clarkdale-Jerome Board

12/01/2020                                                                                                                            
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Youth Mental Health 
First Aid

Youth Mental Health First Aid is an 
evidence-based program which uses 
role-playing and simulations to demon-
strate how to identify, understand and 
respond to signs of mental illness and 
substance use disorders, select interventions and provide initial help. The 
training also addresses the risk factors and warning signs of specific 
illnesses like anxiety, depression, eating disorders, attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), substance abuse and how to help an 
adolescent in a crisis.

This is a virtual training which will be taught via ZOOM, the ZOOM training 
is a 4.5-hour course. 

The participant is required to do a 2-hour pre-work online class prior to the 
ZOOM training.

The participant will receive a First Aid certificate naming them a mental 
health first aider. The trainers are certified and experienced in providing 
this educational opportunity.

School personnel will be taught how to utilize a referral application to 
connect an individual with a resource that is best suited to help their 
individual need.

This Training Opportunity will be held

Friday, January 22, 2021

09:00 am to 1:30 pm

Space is limited so advance registration is required. Please contact Nancy 
Gardner  or 928-554-8593 to register. The nancy.gardner@yavapai.us
deadline to register is December 21, 2020.

These trainings are being made possible through the Yavapai County 
Sheriff’s Office and through grant funding:

The coronavirus pandemic has prompted the Arizona Legislature to cancel 
statewide standard tests and skip assigning new A-F grades to schools for 
the 2019-2020 school year. It's yet to  be seen if there will be the same 
consideration for 2020-2021.

It's not yet clear whether it will be possible to grade schools' academic 
performance under the state's accountability program in the same way it 
did before the pandemic. Many educators hope the state Board of Edu-
cation will support continuing the suspensions of testing and grading. And 
there are those who support the collection of data with grading schools. 

In March, the Legislature approved and governor signed  emergency 
legislation to help schools by relaxing rules requiring a minimum number of 
school day, canceling statewide assessment test and ordering that a 
school's letter grade from the 2018-2019 school year be used as its 2019-
2020 letter grade

AZ Schools Grading Up In The Air

Source:  Associated Press, 11/21/20

Top Republican legislative leaders have filed 
papers in Maricopa County Superior Court to block 
implementation of the Prop 208 voter-approved 
tax on the income of the wealthiest Arizonans. 
They contend that the Arizona Constitution allows 
only the legislature to impose a new tax, and then 
only with a two-thirds vote.

The lawsuit points out that the measure, approved 
by a 51.7% to 48.3% vote, seeks to exempt the 
money raised from the constitutional cap on how 
much schools can spend. The attorneys say a 
statute—even voter-approved—cannot override 
the Arizona Constitution. They also said that the 
amount of spending the Invest in Ed initiative 
would require exceeds the amount of revenues 
that would be raised by the new 3.5% surcharge 
on incomes above $250,000 for individuals and 
$500,000 for married couples filing jointly.

Finally, the claim says it illegally restricts the 
Legislature's ability to appropriate funds for other 
priorities since it tells them they cannot use the 
new revenues—about $940 million a year—to 
reduce education spending elsewhere. 

The lawsuit was filed by the Goldwater Institute 
and includes House Speaker Rusty Bowers, 
Senate President Karen Fann, other Republican 
lawmakers, and the owners of three businesses 
who say their income exceeds that $500,000 
threshold and would be affected by the new law.

No date has been set for a hearing.

Source H. Fischer, Capitol Media, 11/30/20

Prop 208 Heads to Court

The Senate Committee on Education will meet on 
Tuesdays at 2:00 PM or Adjournment. 

Member are Sen. Paul Boyer (Chair),  Sen. T.J. 
Shope (Vice Chair),  Sen. Nancy Barto, Sen. Rick 
Gray, Sen. Tyler Pace, Sen. Sally Ann Gonzales, 
Sen. Jamescita Peshlakai, and  Sen. Christine 
Marsh.

Sen. Boyer has been the Arizona Association of 
County Superintendents (AACSS) Legislator of the 
Year on several occasions. 

AZ Senate Education 
Committee Announced

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Needless to say, this is not going to be just another Thanksgiving!  But let's not forget, as we deal with the many challenges of a pandemic and 
it's frustrating, even maddening impacts, we all have opportunities to find solutions, offer grace, find strength in our diversity, and never forget 
that whatever world we launch into for 2021 and beyond is not exclusively for us.  That world really belongs to the wonderful, resilient and 
inquisitive population of over 1 million Arizona school children who depend upon us “adults” to put their needs and our needs in perspective.

So, how are we doing? 

Here are my Top 10 ideas to both be “thankful” for and be responsive to this Thanksgiving.

1.) Teachers WILL experience a pay raise due to the impacts of Proposition 208 being passed.  Regardless of how you voted, let's be thankful 
that we must now pull the oars together to make sure we expend that precious new money with the greatest effect for our classroom teachers 
and their impact on students.

2.) Technology did not totally save the day.  Nope, I don't think so.  But without distance learning, in spite of the many challenges it presents, we 
would no doubt be much worse off.  So many great companies and institutions, including our public and charter schools, have put students first 
even as they navigated the choppy waters of virtual learning.  Giving thanks to our technology “experts” is well worth remembering!

3.) Resiliency is never to be discounted, we have learned, when it comes to our school aged children.  They endure, they persevere, and there 
they are today, sitting at home behind a computer screen or sitting in socially distanced rows in school, trying to learn even as teachers navigate 
the hybrid learning systems that could only have been envisioned in hell just a few short months ago!  But resiliency?  As John Pedicone stated in  
a recent ABEC Fall Series, resiliency is the most important asset a school child has and we should all be thankful for that!

4.) The mental health challenges have been well documented in recent ABEC discussions with our Arizona school counsellors, psychologists and 
outstanding partners, such as Bring Change 2 Mind.  There are no good mental health trends being experienced right now as teen suicides have 
increased, thoughts of suicide have increased, violence has increased and unrest has become manifest in our communities.  Many of these 
issues, now emergent, were always there, but perhaps not properly acknowledged.  Well, thankfully, for our future, they are now!  Let's do 
something about it in 2021!

5.) While standardized tes�ng has been the clarion call for many, its importance as a tool for student achievement and teacher quality has been 
severely challenged by the pandemic; including at least a short term suspension of such testing.  Should we be thankful for that?  I think so.  
Great assessment is on the front of the agenda for many, but especially the State Board of Educa�on and their thoughtful engagement of this 
issue is a subject to be thankful for!  We can and we will do better.

6.) Needless to say, public health has never been in the spotlight under such a harsh, yet brilliant glare.  Leaders such as Sco� Turner have, for 
years, been highlighting the data that firmly suggests that nutrition and health are major contributors to both student achievement and future 
economic vitality.  Yes, I'm thankful that the many folks who care about nutrition and health are, seemingly, no longer the last to be heard.  At 
least for now, I am thankful we are listening more to them.  We should listen to them.  We always should have been listening to them.

7.) Simple solu�ons just don't work.  We can all go back in our memory banks and hear the great debates over what is both wrong or right about 
Arizona's public education system.  In every debate, there may be nuggets of gold nestled in a bucket of pyrite (fools gold).  My thankful finding 
is that the need for a certified, high quality teacher in a classroom remains, without doubt, the single greatest contributor to student 
achievement.  These last eight months are quite sufficient, I suspect, to set aside simplistic notions to the contrary.  Excellent teachers are gold.

8.) Front line workers, well, they are the real heroes of 2020 and have earned our most profound thanks.  Certainly we all have our heroes and 
that's good.  But a new brand of hero has emerged, and I'm especially thankful for that, because they have been there all along; just not 
recognized enough.  I'm talking about bus drivers, janitors, grocery clerks, delivery persons, retail clerks, small business owners, admins of every 
descrip�on and so many other enablers of our basic lives that we just haven't acknowledged.  Surely we now see them for what they are, right up 
there with first responders, medical personnel, and of course, our active duty and military veterans.  Heroes all, I say, and ALL deserving of our 
thanks.

9.) Broadband…hmm, thankful for the discussion, thankful for the vision, and thankful that the needs of our rural Arizona schools are finally 
coming more clearly into focus.  With leaders like Wes Brownfield from the Arizona Rural Schools Associa�on, Tim Carter on behalf of the Arizona  
Associa�on of County School Superintendents the Arizona Department of Educa�on, Arizona rural school district superintendents such as Sean , 
Rickert and many, many others, we may now look to connecting “The Final Mile” that will link all Arizona school children to dependable, high 
speed internet as a much higher priority.  Yes, it took a pandemic to expose this to all of us, but some of us have never stopped working on this 
incredibly powerful vision to enable true student equity and opportunity no matter where they live in Arizona.

10.) This is not last, and it is certainly not the least of my thanks, but it is the most simple and heartfelt.  My most profound thanks goes to all of 
you.  Thank you for being wonderful colleagues, friends, trusted advisors and caring professionals in this most extraordinary year.  I am truly 
thankful for you always, but like so many other things imposed by a pandemic, you all rose well above a virus to be a very important army that I 
am proud to serve at ABEC and in life.  Well done, YOU! 

The Arizona Business and Educa�on Coali�on (ABEC) is the coali�on of Arizona business and educa�on leaders commi�ed to helping create 
public educa�on policy essen�al to a vibrant, growing Arizona economy. The coali�on is a 501(c)(3), non-par�san, statewide membership 

organiza�on focused on K-12 public educa�on while recognizing the importance of early childhood development, post-secondary educa�on 
and workforce development.
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Not just another Thanksgiving Message 
 

from Dick Foreman, President & CEO, Arizona Business & Education Coalition (ABEC).
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First Things First offers the following videos and resources to 
support early learning. Check them out!

Supporting families of young kids virtually

FTF funds early learning and family support programs across 
the state. Many of those programs have adjusted the way 
they work with families to continue to provide services during 
this challenging time.

Learn more

Quality early learning continues 
to improve in Arizona

The number of Quality First child care centers and preschool 
programs meeting or exceeding standards is at an all-time 
high. Almost 80% of more than 1,000 participants have 
achieved a 3-, 4- or 5-star rating, with 5-star the highest 
rating possible.

Learn More

Find simple ways to be a champion for young 
children with FTF's Take Action page

FTF's Take Action page offers easy ways to connect with FTF 
and join others across the state who are taking action .You 
can connect with our Community Outreach team,  download 
fact sheets and find helpful resources to show your support 
for early childhood.

Learn more

Source: First Things First

County Supt. Tim Carter's grandson Skyler recently shared an 
inspiring video with his grandfather. In it, US Navy Seal Admiral 
William H. McRaven delivers a speech about the importance of 
doing the little things like making your bed, embracing the fears 
of life, and changing the world for generations to come.

It is down-to-earth and real-life and may resonate with 
educators, students—and all. Enjoy! 

 

Thank you, Skyler, for the inspiration!

US. Navy Seal Admiral William H. McRaven

Click here  to enjoy the video

Make Your Bed

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

“Make Your Bed” Inspires

With continuing knowledge, protocols and questions 
for keeping our schools safe, the Yavapai County 

Community Health Services and Yavapai County Education 
Service Agency is providing a newly updated question-and-
answer guidance for Considerations for Reopening Schools. You 
can check it out at Updated COVID-19 Guidance for Schools. 

Also, the Arizona Department of Health Services has a new 
“landing page.” Please visit www.azdhs.gov/healthyschools .

Updated School Resources

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

However you celebrate this year

 be safe

 and thankful for the 
 goodnesses with which we are 

blessed!

Best wishes and the 

      merriest of
 Christmases to A

ll 

        fro
m the Yava

pai County Service A
gency

12/01/2020                                                                                                                            

https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/2020/11/supporting-families-virtually/?utm_source=First+Things+First+mailing+list&utm_campaign=63f3a07aa8-nov-2020-latest-things&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ab57e3d95b-63f3a07aa8-12381543
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/2020/10/quality-early-learning-continues-to-improve-in-arizona/?utm_source=First+Things+First+mailing+list&utm_campaign=63f3a07aa8-nov-2020-latest-things&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ab57e3d95b-63f3a07aa8-12381543
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/2020/11/find-simple-ways-to-be-a-champion-for-young-children-with-ftfs-take-action-page/?utm_source=First+Things+First+mailing+list&utm_campaign=63f3a07aa8-nov-2020-latest-things&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ab57e3d95b-63f3a07aa8-12381543
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sK3wJAxGfs&ab_channel=Goalcast
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/COVID-19-Q-A-Guidance-for-Schools.pdf
https://ycesa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/COVID-19-Q-A-Guidance-for-Schools.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/healthyschools
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