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Unofficial Election Results
Preliminary election results are in! Yavapai County School Supt. Tim
Carter reminds all that the Oﬃcial / Final Results will be posted on
November 18th following the canvass by the Board of Supervisors, its
chairman, and Carter. The numbers will likely change daily for awhile.
Here are results as of election night:
Governing Boards:
Prescott USD John Mackin, Kara Woods, Andy Fraher
Mingus Union HSD Lori Drake, Anthony Lozano, Greg Roeller
Cottonwood-Oak Creek ESD Mary Valenzuela, Janice Rollins, Mindy
Bejarano
Camp Verde USD Helen Freeman, Carol German, Monique Prigmore
Seligman Sandy Pritchett, Ben Emery, Cheryl James, Charles Cruise
Consolidation--Mingus Union HSD / Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD
NO
Budget Overrides:
Prescott USD NO
Humboldt USD NO
Bagdad USD K-8 YES, Bagdad USD 9-12 YES
Clarkdale-Jerome ESD YES

Sell/Lease/Exchange Property: Humboldt USD YES
Bond: Humboldt USD NO

Source: Yavapai County Elections

DEADLINE EXTENDED
YAVAPAI COUNTY EDUCATION FOUNDATION
Afliated with Yavapai County Community Foundation, a member of the Arizona Community Foundation

Classroom Grants- Up to $500
Accepting
Grant
Applications beginning
9-1-2020!
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YCCHS Support
for COVID-19

Deadline November 2, 2020 December 2, 2020

Building/District/School Matching Funds Grants- Up to $1,000
Deadline November 2, 2020 December 2, 2020
Visit www.ycefoundation.com/grant-programs for more information
and applications!

The Arizona Department of Health Services has modiﬁed its recommendations for school metrics as COVID19 cases are rising, as of October 27th.
The state uses three metrics for school benchmarks:
cases, percent positivity and COVID-like illness.
Previous recommendations included if one of these
metrics moved to substantial spread for two weeks,
school leaders should begin discussing a potential
move from hybrid to virtual learning.
The new recommendation from ADHS now recommends school district leaders to move from hybrid to
virtual learning if all three benchmarks move to
substantial for two weeks.
State oﬃcials also changed a section of the "Safely
Returning to In-Person Instruction" plan that is posted
on their website. The new recommendation on page 6
states, “If a county has all three benchmarks in the red
category, they should prepare to transition to virtual
learning, and consult with their local health department.”
An ADHS spokesperson reminds that these are
“recommendations.”
The Arizona Department of Education issued the
following statement:
“The Arizona Department of Education relies on public health
experts at the state and county level to work directly with
schools to interpret local health data and assist school
leaders in making decisions regarding the appropriate
instruction model for their communities. Changes or
adjustments to public health recommendations are
communicated from public health entities to schools through
these channels. Schools are advised to work closely with
their county health oﬃcials to interpret these
recommendations and make the best decisions for their
communities."
Source: ABC15.com, 10/27/2020

2020 - 2021
Nov 3

ELECTION DAY

Jan 8 Governing Board Training, YCESA Training
Rm, 4 pm-8 pm (must register)
Feb 13 County Spelling Bee, Yavapai College, 1:15
pm practice, 2:30 pm first round
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Verde
VerdeValley
ValleySuperintendents
Superintendents
10:00 am10:00
(unless shown)
Nov 19 Clarkdale-Jerome
Dec 18 YCESA Christmas (11:30 am)
Jan 21 COCSD
Feb 18 Camp Verde
Mar 25 Mingus
Apr 15 Yavapai College
May 20 VACTE

Quad City Administrators
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm
Nov 18
Dec 16 (lunch at Palace, Prescott)
Jan 20 Feb 17 Mar 17
Apr 21 May 13
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New Board Members,
New Direction for 2021
Yavapai County Education Foundation President Michael
Ellegood has announced the addition of four new members to
its governing board. These individuals represent diverse
backgrounds and experiences and add depth to the 11-member
board:
· Dr. Selina Bliss, a nurse/educator currently teaching
nursing at Yavapai College
· Kellie Burns, an educator, currently the District
Executive Oﬃcer of Yavapai Accommodation School
District
· Hilary Cannizzaro, Owner/Operator of Brightside
Preschool and Child Care, LLC
· Marge Landry, Commercial Real Estate Property
Management (retired)
The Board is ﬁnalizing plans for a new direction for the
organization with an expanded emphasis on the grant program
that puts needed resources directly into a teacher's classroom.
It is also developing a robust method of recognizing outstanding

Yavapai County Educators from each of the 102 schools in the
county.
YCEF recognizes the new and diﬃcult challenges the Yavapai
County teachers have faced this past year. With the educational environment changed by COVID-19, teachers have
been asked to teach remotely as well as both remotely and inperson. Few educators are trained in remote delivery and most
have seen their workloads greatly increased.
In addition to meeting the educational needs of students,
teachers must also meet the social/emotional needs of students,
often at a distance. This requires exceptional creativity and
often impacts the teachers’ out-of-pocket expenses, such as the
teacher who bought the newest Harry Potter book for a
discouraged student.
YCEF is stepping up to help classrooms across the county.
YCEF, a non-proﬁt organization, was founded in 1994 by
dedicated education advocates for the sole purpose of
recognizing and honoring outstanding educators and to provide
supplemental funding for education-related classroom projects.
More information can be found at Yavapai County Education
Foundation.
Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA

AZ Education Mourns
Loss of Dean Pickett
The Arizona education community is mourning
the loss of Dean Pickett, an Arizona icon for
many decades in educational law. He practiced
in Flagstaﬀ with Mangum, Wall, Stoops and
Warden before leaving to become in-house
Dean Pickett, Esq.
counsel for Tempe Elementary School District.
He was a regular speaker at the Arizona School Boards
Association/Arizona School Administrators Law Conference.

ARSA Honors Educators
The Arizona Rural Schools Association (ARSA)
held its Virtual Awards Ceremony recently, in lieu of its annual
conference usually held at Little America in Flagstaﬀ.
They celebrated the following rural Arizona education leaders:
·

Glen Lineberry, the Principal of Miami Jr./Sr. High School,
was honored with the Champion of Innovation Award for his
work in developing and managing the Arizona Student
Opportunity Collaborative (AzSOC). AzSOC now serves
over 600 students, providing signiﬁcant course oﬀerings all
over the state and in remote and isolated areas, matching
opportunities found in many large metropolitan districts.

·

Caitlin Soto of Kirkland Elementary School District was
honored as the Yavapai County Teacher of the Year
Finalist.

·

Vanessa Arrendondo of Salome Elementary School in La
Paz County was named the Overall Arizona Rural Teacher
of the Year and will be a nominee for the National Teacher
of the Year.

Pickett graduated from Prescott High School and Northern
Arizona University, then completed his law degree at the
University of Arizona in 1974. He was a great family man and
his desire to be close to his children is what took him to Tempe.
Dean Pickett’s work on behalf of school districts was extensive.
For YCESA, he created the original IGAs and by-laws for the
Forest Fee Management Association (FFMA) and the Yavapai
County Education Technology Consortium (YCETC), He also
guided the organizational team for the development of the
Mountain Institute CTED.

Yavapai County School Superintendent Tim Carter said of
Pickett, “He was an outstanding lawyer and a wonderful person. Congratulations to these outstanding educators!
He will be missed.”
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

FCC: CTED Students Count for E-Rate
Frank Vander Horst, E-Rate Director for the Yavapai County Education Service Agency, has announced some great news for
Arizona CTEDs!
The Federal Communication Commission (FCC) has reversed its order that part-time students are not counted for E-Rate funding
purposes. Found in FCC DA 20-1218, it states " independent schools that are attended by students from multiple districts on a
part-time basis only (such as vocational schools)…should continue to count these students as full-time students.”
Yavapai County CTEDs--Mountain Institute and Valley Academy for Career and Technology Education (VACTE)--will be able to
count their students for E-Rate funding.
Source: Frank Vander Horst, YCESA
11/01/2020
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GOVERNING BOARD TRAINING
NEW AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

JANUARY 7 , 2021—YCESA

COVID-19 Support
for Schools
Yavapai County Community Health
Services continues to be a valuable resource as schools
work their way through the pandemic.
YCCHS has shared the CDC's deﬁnition of “Close
Contact.”

2970 CENTERPOINTE E DR.
PRESCOTT 86301

Training will cover the following topics
Organization of Governing Boards
Powers & Duties of Boards
Open Meeting Law
School Policy and Development
School Finance

Trainings are held at no cost

from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Complimentary Dinner will be provided

Clickhere
here to
Click
toregister
Register

McClelland Re-Elected
to ASBA Board
The Arizona School Boards Association
held its annual county meetings virtually. In
the recent Yavapai County meeting,
Karen McClelland
Sedona-Oak Creek USD Governing Board
Member Karen McClellan was re-elected to another two-year
term on the ASBA Board of Directors.
Congratulations, Karen, and thank you for representing Yavapai
County school districts!

Leslie Horton, Director of ACCHS, also ﬁelded a question
from a county district superintendent regarding worsening
COVID-19 metrics. The inquiry was whether ACCHS will
be supporting school districts if their governing boards
are considering a course of action that would move back
into the substantial category and to distance learning. If
so, will ACCHS be giving advance notice for districts to
possibly consider going back into distance learning?
Horton's answer is:
“As for schools, I will not recommend any reversal of
opening measures at any point, unless we fall into
substantial spread in all three categories, and have cases
that would have an implications on the school population.
We are currently investigating some outbreaks at
assisted living sites, and one workplace outbreak in the
Verde Valley, but few of those have implications in the
school population. If we begin to see an outbreak at your
school (or any other) we'll work with you to decide upon
the route to take, and generally pull those sick kids out of
the classroom and quarantine them. We've had great
success in mitigating school spread this way so far.
Please let me know if you have further questions, and I
hope this helps.”
Thank you for the question and the response.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

11/01/2020

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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YCESA has more grant funding
opportunities for you!

Kindergarten Enrollment Down

Challenging times bring more
need and there are district,
school and classroom supports
being oﬀered. Now’s the time to
think ahead at what you might
need. Check these out!

In Arizona, it was always optional to enroll into kindergarten,
but during the pandemic this year, the preliminary ﬁgure shows
enrollment down about 14%.

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the website.
Plus there are some highlighted in red especially for relief
with coronavirus issues. Here are just some NEW
opportunities you’ll ﬁnd:
Teaching Tolerance Teaching Tolerance Educator Grants
$500 - $10,000 each Open year round
To support educators who embrace and embed antibias principles
throughout their schools, classrooms, and districts. School- and
district-level projects focus on improving school climate, responding
to and preventing incidents of hate, embedding social justice
standards into school- or district-wide curriculum; and improving
teachers' capacities to adopt and promote dialogue about antibias
education.

Classics for Kids Foundation Grants
Open amount
Dec 31, 2020
To help programs empower young people to shape positive futures
through music, build sustainable stringed instrument music
programs, and provide grants for high quality instruments. Matching
grants to help purchase stringed instruments.

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website.

Signs Installed for
School Safety
A hearty thank you is due the Yavapai
County Board of Supervisors (BOS)
for their budget allocation of
$5,000.00 for “school safety, building
signs.” This signage will help ﬁrst
responders quickly locate speciﬁc
Principal Alexandra Wheeler
buildings on a campus in an
emergency. Yavapai County Education Service Agency was
able to take care of orders from various schools all over the
county, both districts and charters.
All signs have now been delivered. Hopefully, all schools in
the county can be taken care of over the next 2-3 years if
the BOS can continue to provide that same amount of
support. Thanks to Sheriﬀ Scott Mascher for his support and
to Public Works Director Dan Cherry for his assistance in
ordering the signs.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

11/01/2020

This drop in enrollment could have ripple
eﬀects for years to come on Arizona
education. A state law prohibits third
graders from moving on if they don't
pass the state reading level assessment.
Hoﬀman says parents should reconsider
keeping kids out of kindergarten.
Source: H. Fischer, Capitol Media Services, 10/26/2020
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Delta Dental of Arizona Foundation Grant Program
Unspeciﬁed Amount Open
Supports projects and services promoting good oral health practices
and increasing access to dental care, especially with children.

An education advocacy group is also encouraging parents to
consider in-person kindergarten so kids
don't fall behind in reading skills.

C

New funding resources are added at least twice monthly.
And, it’s printable.

Y

YCESA Grants

Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction Kathy Hoﬀman
says that despite legitimate parental concerns, it may be worse
in the long run for children to not attend kindergarten. She
points out that laying the base for reading happens in
kindergarten.

Open Governing Board
Seats To Be Filled

Yavapai County School Superintendent Tim Carter is busy
ﬁlling open governing board positions across the county. With
the lack of candidates for the current election, it is his task to
ﬁnd suitable members to round out school district boards.
To be eligible to hold this seat, a person must: be a registered
voter within the school district, be a citizen of the U.S., be at
least 18 years of age, possess his/her civil rights, have continually resided within the school district for at least one year
immediately before taking oﬃce, and he/she nor a spouse may
be employed by the district or working for the district on a third
party contract.
The following districts have positions to be ﬁlled:
Mayer USD Application deadline is November 6, 2020,
interviews on November 10, 2020, for a term through
December 31, 2022.
Mountain Institute CTED representing Mayer USD
Application deadline is November 6, 2020, interviews on
November 10, 2020, for a term through December 31, 2022.
Clarkdale-Jerome ESD Application deadline is November 6,
2020, interviews on November 9, 2020, for a term through
December 31, 2022.
Seligman USD Application deadline is November 13, 2020,
interviews on November 17, 2020, for a term through
December 31, 2022.
If you have any questions, please call Mr. Carter at 928-9256560 or by email at Tim.carter@yavapai.us.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
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Governing Board Appointments Announced
Yavapai County School Superintendent Tim Carter has announced the appointment of school district Governing Board
members as he continues ﬁlling seats vacated by resignations and a lack of candidates in the general election. His standard
selection procedure entails reviewing applications, interviewing eligible candidates, and speaking with the district’ s board
members, district staﬀ and key residents.
Thank you to those who submitted their applications and spoke with Carter in this process. If you have any questions,
please call Mr. Carter at 928-925-6560 or email at Tim.carter@yavapai.us.
Congratulations to these new Governing Board members:

Beaver Creek ESD Welcomes
Thomasson and Michalowski
Supt. Tim Carter is pleased to announce two
appointments to the Beaver Creek Elementary School
District Governing Board. He interviewed four wellqualiﬁed candidates and gathered the thoughts of the
elected Board members, administration and several
community members.
Lincoln Thomasson and Dr. Raymond Michalowski
were appointed. Carter feels they will serve the
community well since they know its values and are
interested in the well-being of it and the success of its
school and students.
Thomasson graduated from high school in Oregon and
attended Mesa Community College and Arizona State
University. He holds a Masters in Business
Administration from Trinity University.
Thomasson is retired ending his career as the Chief
Operation Oﬃcer for Bebout Concrete in Phoenix. He
has served as a volunteer coach at Beaver Creek
School for several years. He is married with a daughter
who attended both Beaver Creek School and Mingus
Union High School.
Dr. Michalowski went to high school in New York and
received both a Bachelor of Arts and a Masters of Arts
from Fordham University before completing his
Doctorate in Sociology at Ohio State University.
His career has included teaching English in high school
and positions in Otterbein College and the University of
North Carolina at Charlotte. Planning to retire in 2021,
Michalowski is married and has been a professor and
chair of the Criminal Justice Department at Northern
Arizona University. He has authored several
publications and provided expert testimony on many
occasions.

Mezulis to Represent
Camp Verde
The Valley Academy for Career and Technology Education
(VACTE) District Governing Board welcomes Edward Mezulis,
representing the Camp Verde School District, to its board. He
has lived in Camp Verde for 16 years where his wife is an
elementary educator. They have three children, two of whom
attend Camp Verde schools.
Mezulis graduated from high school in Tempe and holds an
Associate Arts degree from Coconino Community College, a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Bellevue University (NE), and a
Master of Arts degree in Public Administration from Grand
Canyon University (Phoenix). A Navy veteran, he joined the
Sedona Fire Department 20 years ago and is now the Division
Chief. Mezulis also teaches Fire Science at Yavapai College.
With the appointment, Supt. Tim Carter states Mezulis is in a
unique position for the role since he is a long-time resident,
senior leader with another political subdivision, and familiar with
VACTE and the Verde Valley school districts.

Benson for Ash Fork JUSD
Jodie Benson is the newly appointed Governing Board
member for Ash Fork Joint Uniﬁed School District. Supt. Tim
Carter made the announcement after making his selection
based on his standard procedure of reviewing applications,
interviewing eligible candidates, and speaking with board
members, district staﬀ and residents.
Benson has been a resident of the district for three years. She
is married with grown children and one who is a high school
junior within the school district. She is employed by Lowry and
Associates and Property and Casualty Surveys and provides
Insurance and Workman's Comp Policy Audits.
Carter believes she will work to balance needs and relate well
to all.

2020 Winter Sports Modiﬁcations
The Arizona Interscholastic Association (AIA) Executive Board has released some modiﬁcations for 2020 Winter Sports. The
documents are guidance and match/game modiﬁcations for schools, administrators, coaches and players to follow in
accordance with the National Federation of State High School Association and state and local restrictions and recommendations.
To review these modiﬁcations, click on 2020 Winter Sports Modiﬁcations and 2020 Wrestling Recommendations. The links to
the information can also be found on the AIA website at AIA.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

11/01/2020
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Yavapai County Instructional Models
Arizona Department of Education is tracking school re-opening. The local school districts are self-reporting their
instructional models. To keep current on this data, go to ADE COVID-19 Guidance. Here's where Yavapai County
stands...

YAVAPAI COUNTY
School District

Current Status

Eﬀec ve date

Hybrid
In Person
(all/everyday)
In Person
In Person
In Person
In Person
Hybrid
Distance
In Person
Distance
In Person
In Person
Hybrid
In Person
In Person
Hybrid
In Person
Hybrid
Hybrid
Hybrid
In Person
In Person
N/A
N/A
Hybrid
Hybrid
Hybrid

9/14/2020

9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
10/26/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
10/19/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
10/22/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/4/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
9/14/2020
10/26/2020
9/14/2020

Charter

Current status

Eﬀec ve date

Compass Points Interna onal, Inc. dba
Northpoint Expedi onary Learning
Academy

Hybrid

10/19/20

Ash Fork USD #31
Bagdad Uniﬁed School District # 20
Beaver Creek ESD #26
Camp Verde USD #28
Canon ESD #50
Chino Valley Uniﬁed # 51
Clarkdale-Jerome ESD #3
Congress ESD # 17
Co onwood Oak Creek ESD # 6
Crown King ESD # 41
Hillside ESD # 35
Humboldt Uniﬁed # 22
Kirkland ESD #23
Mayer USD # 43
Mingus Union HSD # 3
Mountain Ins tute CTED # 02
Presco Lakes Parkways School # 00
Presco USD # 1
Sedona Oak Creek USD #9
Seligamn USD # 40
Skull Valley ESD #15
Valley Academy CTED #01
Walnut Grove ESD #7
Williamson Valley ESD # 2
Yarnell ESD #52
Yavapai Accomoda on SD # 99
Yavapai College

Mingus Springs Charter School
Northpoint Academy
Presco Valley Charter School

Sedona Charter School, Inc.

All Students
Distance Learning
Hybrid
All Students In
Person
All Students
Distance Learning

9/28/2020

Notes
* In Person 10/12/20
Virtual Academy Students
Unchanged

36 online, 94 In class.

HS Students s ll Blended/Hybrid

Classes w/ Yavapai College
Secure Care, Juvenile
65% In Person, 35% Distance

Transpor ng District Only
Transpor ng District Only
All On Line Op ons Available
Notes

8/10/2020
10/5/2020
9/1/2020
Distance
Learning un l
10/13/20 with Custom hybrid
safe space
availble
Source: Arizona Department of Education
School Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

11/01/2020
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The Gardner Family Teacher Scholarships
“An Educational Endowment”

2021 GLADYS GARDNER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PERIOD FOR
PROSPECTIVE OR DISPLACED TEACHERS WILL OPEN SOON!!

GiFTS is offering $2,000 minimum scholarships
for prospective and displaced teachers
Applications will be accepted beginning November 9, 2020 through March 1, 2021
Application will be accessible through the GiFTS website beginning November 9, 2020

http://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship

All applications must be received by midnight March 1, 2021

Flu Clinic Held

YCESA Nurses Jennifer Miller and
Kevin Eastman

The annual ﬂu clinic at Immaculate
Conception Catholic School saw the
Yavapai County Education Service
Agency nurses providing students
with both inﬂuenza nasal mist and
injections for those parents choosing
to have their children participate.

Scholarship for Eﬀective Teachers

The CDC recommends getting the ﬂu vaccine this year
more than ever. With schools returning to in-person
learning, promoting health and safety for students and
families is necessary.
Contributed by Kris Ange, ICCS

GET SET FOR STEM
$2000 Tuition Scholarships for Arizona Teachers!
Teachers
until
Teachers can
can apply
apply for
for a scholarship yearly until
May 2022.
● STEM
STEM Related
Related Certiﬁcations
Certiﬁcations
● Career Technical Education Certiﬁcations
Certiﬁcations
● Qualifying
Qualifying for
for Dual
Dual Enrollment
Enrollment in
in any
any area
area

A non-proﬁt K-12 education news service chronicling
what's happening every day in our nation's schools.
Choice Media is the nation's online hub for education
news. They select the most pertinent headlines from
coast-to-coast, provide real-time analysis of developing
stories and meet with those making waves in the
education world. They share the most important
education news, opinion, video, podcasts and events.
Find federal education news at ChoiceMedia.
11/01/2020

BENEFITS
●● Provides
to to
Arizona
students
Providesquality
qualityteachers
teachers
Arizona
students
Improves student
student achievement in
●● Improves
in the
the State
State of
ofArizona
Arizona
Supports teachers
teachers in employment pursuits
●● Supports
Allows teacher
teacher to
to be
be certiﬁed
certiﬁed in
in multiple
multiple areas
●● Allows
areas

ELIGIBILITY
● Current Arizona Certiﬁed Teachers
● Pursuing coursework to obtain additional certiﬁcations,
endorsements, and
and credentials.
credentials.
● Agree
Agree to
to teach
teach in
in PUBLIC
PUBLIC SCHOOL
SCHOOLininArizona
Arizonaafter
after
you ﬁnish
ﬁnish coursework
coursework
● Pursue coursework at an approved Arizona Institution
of Higher Learning
● Have an approved scholarship
scholarship application
application
● Funding Prioritized for Rural
Rural Educators
Educators

APPLICATION PROCESS
PROCESS
● Download the
the application
applicationfrom
fromHERE.
here
Submitaaquick
quickone
onepage
page
application
to ADE
● Submit
application
to ADE
at at
TPDS@azed.gov
TPDS@azed.gov
● Applications are
are reviewed
reviewed by
bycommittee
committeeapproximately
approximately
weeks.
every 2 weeks
Uponapproval
approvalofofyour
your
application
submit
● Upon
application
submit
youryour
courses.
documentation and register for your courses

For more information about the Get SET for STEM program, call

or e-mail the Teacher Pro

602-364-3345 or e-mail the Teacher Professional Development Inbox at TPDS@azed.gov.
orcall
call602-542-4367.
For questions about Certiﬁcation, e-mail certiﬁcation@azed.gov or

www.azed.gov/titlei/pd-pilot-program
www.azed.gov/titlei/pd-pilot-program
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