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Coronavirus and Schools
Yavapai County Education Service Agency is
receiving many questions and concerns about
the coronavirus health threat. School Supt. Tim
Carter reminds all to remember how previous
viral outbreaks were handled in schools…avian
ﬂu and swine ﬂu. Keeping calm and avoiding
hype while sharing factual, well-sourced
information with all school groups is advised. All
districts should have and review their governing
board policies and emergency response plans.
YCESA is planning a 2-hour “Mini Summit” likely
with presentations by Yavapai County Health
Department, the Yavapai County Emergency
Management Department, and the State
Department of Health Services. There is no date
yet, but it will potentially have replicated
sessions, one each in the Prescott and Verde
Valley areas.
YCESA will be following guidance from the
Center for Disease Control (CDC) as well as the
health-related guidance from state and county
health and emergency management agencies.
Instructional-, attendance-, and ﬁnance-related
direction will likely be available from the Arizona
Departments of Education and School Finance.
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ESA Expansion Challenged by PAC
Save Our Schools Arizona political action committee (PAC) has ﬁled an
initiative that would limit Empowerment Scholarship Account (ESA) expansion
and require unused voucher money to be returned each year. Volunteers must
gather 237,645 signatures by July 2, 2020, to get the Save Our Schools Act on
the general election ballot in November.
Currently, the ESA program (also called vouchers) provides $110 million per
year of public K-12 education funding to pay for private school education and
personal education expenses for 7,000 Arizona
students, about 60% of whom have special
needs. The PAC states their goal is to cap the
program, bring more trans-parency to how the
money is spent, and make sure it serves the
special ed students it is meant to serve.
The legislative trend has been to expand the
ESA program. Currently Senate Bill 1224 would
allow students on a Native American reservation
in Arizona to send ESA students to a school within two miles of the border of an
adjacent state, while House Bill 2898 would allow families in Colorado City, AZ,
to send students to a private school across the border in Utah.
The Friends of ASBA, a private, nonproﬁt group committed to ﬁlling the need
tor trusted information on state-level K-12 education issues, supports SOS AZ's
continued eﬀorts to stop the growth of vouchers.
Source: L.Irish, AZEdNews, 2/26/20

Rural Health Award for Sheila Polk

Congratulations to Yavapai County Attorney Sheila Polk! She
Up-to-date information and schedules will be
was awarded the Outstanding Arizona Elected Oﬃcial of the Year
available in the YCESA Daily Update. Meanby the Arizona Rural Health Association (AzRHA) at the 2020
while, districts and schools should begin internal
Rural and Public Health Policy Conference. The award was for
discussions about how to maintain classes with
her “leadership, dedication, commitment, and support in collablarge numbers of absences, both students and
orating with rural health constituencies to advance policy that
staﬀ, with consideration of ITV, online options,
increases access to quality aﬀordable health care for rural Arizonans.”
and other delivery methods.
The AzRHA is a non-proﬁt group that advocates for rural health-care functions
and programs and serves as a resource to elected oﬃcials and policy makers.
Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County
Superintendents
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Roeller Appointed
to Mingus Union Board

4th Grader Repeats
Spelling Championship
Home-schooled Prescott 4th grader
Aliyah Alpert emerged as champion on
the 166th word in the 14th round during
the 74th annual Yavapai County Spelling
Bee, a repeat win for the student. She
Photo by B. Helm
correctly spelled the word “pathos” for the crown.
The runner-up was Aiden Rose, an 8th grader from Oak
Creek School (Cottonwood Oak Creek School District).
Also outstanding spellers were 7th grader Adam LoBaido
of Prescott Basis School and Prescott Homeschoolers
8th grader Rebecca Bond, who ﬁnished third and fourth
respectively.
The YCESA and Prescott Sunrise Lions Club-sponsored
the event. The winners received engraved plaques and
checks ranging from $300 to $100. All students received
medals for competing.
With her win, Alpert qualiﬁed to compete in the Arizona
Spelling Bee, on March 21st in Phoenix.

Yavapai County School Superintendent Tim Carter is
pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Greg
Roeller to Mingus Union High School District
Governing Board. Roeller plans to run in the 2020
election cycle.
A resident of the school district since 2003, Roeller is a graduate of
Brophy Prep High School in Phoenix and attended Glendale
Community College and the Western Governor's University. He is
married and has four grown children and nine grandchildren. Many
family members live in the Verde Valley and some attend Mingus
Union High School. Roeller has managed adolescent group homes for
many years and served as Director and Co-Founder of the Cornville
Mission and Food Bank. Prior to retirement, he worked at Camp Verde
and Mingus High Schools as a Special Education instructional
assistant, Math tutor, and School Security Oﬃcer.
After his standard procedure of interviews, Carter stated that Mr.
Roeller understands the role of a governing board and will work to
balance the needs of students, parents, staﬀ, and the taxpayer.
Congratulations, Greg!

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Yavapai County wishes her well in this next level of
competition.

Source: Signals AZ, Verde Independent

TOY Finalists Announced
The Yavapai County Education Foundation is preparing to
honor the cream-of-the-crop in teachers for its annual
Teacher-of-the-Year program. After reviewing the nominations, the following have been selected as ﬁnalists in each
of their categories.
The Teacher-of-the-Year will be announced at the banquet
on April 24th. Tickets are available at TOY Banquet Tickets.
K-2 Classroom
Abia Judd Elementary School
(PUSD)
Mountain View Preparatory
(COCESD)
Taylor Hicks Elementary School
(PUSD)

Rachel Chunglo
Heather Graves
Marcy Boone

Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Gr 1-3

3 -5 Classroom
Abia Judd Elementary School
(PUSD)
Taylor Hicks Elementary School
(PUSD)
Liberty Tradi onal School
(HUSD)

Whitney Williams
Shelly Helmken
Albert Zalﬁni

Gr 4
Gr 3
Gr 5

6 - 8 Classroom
Christopher Kawabata
Leanne Wellert
Chris na Jones

Liberty Tradi onal School
(HUSD)
Heritage Middle School
(CVUSD)
Presco Mile High Middle
School (PUSD)

Gr 7-8
Gr 6
Gr 7

9 - 12 High School
Robyn Bryce
Tina Sco
Rachael Holly

Presco High School (PUSD)
Camp Verde High School
(CVUSD)
Presco High School (PUSD)

Gr 9-12
Gr 9-12
Gr 9-12

Source: Jenn Nelson, YCEF
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Infographic by Morgan Willis, AZEdNews
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Mini-Grants Given to
Support Classrooms
The Yavapai County Education Foundation has announced
the recipients of its 2019-2020 Classroom Teacher MiniGrants. Congratulations to the following teachers and districts:
Natalie Whitaker
Karen Pelphrey
Tom Cadigan
Kris Goeke
Joanne Gores
Kenna Anduha
Samantha Eltringham
Cheryl Mar n
Kristen Kauﬀman
Jenda Ballard
Juli Haynes
Al Parnell
Candace Hartman
Stacy Bray
Jill Whitener
Arielle Engle
Aly Lichtas
Marc Sco
Lesley Lang
Mar n Yassi
Maureen Costa
Tiana Hatler
Nancy Vallely
Beth Van Oss
Dianne Tennant-Rucker
Yvonne Berry
Candice Stump
Sondra Davis
Lewis Hollander
Gaylee Chilicky
Krista Bell
Shannon Gansz
Jessica Beaman
Cherri Redd

Bagdad Elementary School (BUSD)
Beaver Creek School (BCESD)
Desert Star Community School (Charter)
Franklin Phone c Primary School (Charter)
PACE Academy (Charter)
PACE Academy (Charter)
Presco Valley Charter School
Presco Valley Charter School
Tri-City College Prep High School (Charter)
Chino Valley High School (CVUSD)
Chino Valley High School (CVUSD)
Heritage Middle School (CVUSD)
Co onwood Community School (COCESD)
Co onwood Community School (COCESD)
Co onwood Community School (COCESD)
Co onwood Community School (COCESD)
Dr. Daniel Bright (COCESD)
Dr. Daniel Bright (COCESD)
Dr. Daniel Bright (COCESD)
Dr. Daniel Bright (COCESD)
Mountain View Preparatory (COCESD)
Oak Creek Elementary School (COCESD)
Bradshaw Mountain High School (HUSD)
Bradshaw Mountain High School (HUSD)
Coyote Springs Elementary (HUSD)
Coyote Springs Elementary (HUSD)
Coyote Springs Elementary (HUSD)
Glassford Hill Middle School (HUSD)
Humboldt Elementary School (HUSD)
Lake Valley Elementary (HUSD)
Mountain View Elementary (HUSD)
Mountain View Elementary (HUSD)
West Sedona School (SOCUSD)
Aspire High School (YASD)
Source: Jenn Nelson, YCEF

Macfarlane is New
GiFTS Board Member
Dave “Mac” Macfarlane, general
manager for Findlay Subaru in
Prescott, was recently elected to
the board of directors of the Garner
Family Scholarship Foundation
(GiFTS). GiFTS is a non-proﬁt
organization with the sole mission
of providing scholarships to qualiﬁed Yavapai County students
Pres. Jodi Rooney and “Mac” Macfarlane
enrolled in a teacher education
curriculum at accredited colleges or universities.
Macfarlane has been in the community two years, coming from
his hometown of St. George, UT, where his family were
pioneers and community leaders. He and his wife Julie have
four children and 15 grandchildren. Macfarlane says, “With all
those grandchildren, you can well believe I am going to support
good teachers and quality education.”
GiFTS President Jodi Rooney said of Macfarlane, “Mac brings
his own personal passion for supporting education at all levels,
plus bringing the strong corporate support of Subaru nationally
and internationally. We’re delighted to have him join our
diversiﬁed volunteer board which represents the entirety of
Yavapai County.”
Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA

Trump’s Budget Proposal Cuts to Education
President Donald Trump's proposed 2021 Fiscal Year Budget
again suggests cuts to the Department of Education (DOE) and
K-12 programs. Overall, the budget allocates $66.6 billion for
the DOE, 7.8% or $5.6 billion less than the previous year.
Among proposed changes is a push to restructure the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) into a block grant
of $19.4 billion, which would consolidate major programs,
including Title I and Title II, and amount to $4.8 billion less than
what Congress approved for 2020.
The proposed budget would also invest an additional $100
million in funding for special needs, which would bring Trump's
proposed IDEA funding to $13 billion, a total similar to previous
years' suggested levels but less than the $13.9 billion Congress
approved for 2020.
Source: N. Modan, Education Dive, 2/11

FREE Guide to Share Classroom Successes
Each month eSchool News shares a FREE guide focused on a speciﬁc topic relevant to K-12 education
technology. Each guide provides a marketplace introduction and update, original articles and resources,
and the latest apps and websites.
The February Guide, the eSchool News STEM, STEAM, & Makerspaces Guide, oﬀers insight on the
best approaches to STEM, STEAM, and makerspaces. It also highlights some resources and tools
educators can use in the classroom to engage students, improve classroom climate, and create interactive
classroom environments.
View and download the eSchool News STEM, STEAM, & Makerspaces Guide right here. Take a look at what other educators are
doing with STEAM projects for very young learners, plus ideas on transitioning from STEM to STEAM learning.
Source: eSchool News

03/01/20
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EDUCATION
GRANTS

YCESA has posted more funding
opportunities that might just ﬁll a
gap or support an exciting new
program.
Just go to

YCESA Grants
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on the
website. Here are just some NEW opportunities you’ll ﬁnd:

Freeport-McMoRan Foundation
STEM Innovation Grant
$5,000
Mar 15, 2020
To help develop, improve or expand innovative instructional programs in
STEM.
National Geographic
Early Career Grants
$5,000-$10,000
Apr 22, 2020
To oﬀer less experienced individuals an opportunity to lead a project.
Proposed projects should be bold, innovative, and potentially transformative and have a primary focus in conservation, education, research,
storytelling, or technology. Projects should also align to one of the
following focus areas: Wildlife, Human Journey, and Changing Planet.

There are more opportunities on the YCESA website.

Esports: A Positive Impact for K-12
Esports is emerging as a learning and social catalyst in schools. As the competitive side of video gaming, esports is exploding and
K-12 schools are buying in, because esports is not only fun, but also a viable educational tool! Arizona Interscholastic Association
(AIA) includes esports in its activities with information on starting a program and a parents’ guide.
Listen to a recent webinar at edWebinar. “Ready Player One: Esports in K-12” highlights why esports has taken hold in schools.
Research-based evidence aﬃrms its highly positive impact on students' academic achievement, soft skills, and social-emotional
well-being.
Source: eSchoolNews, 2/17/20, AIA

03/01/20
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Make the 2020 Census Count
for Your Students and School
The 2020 U.S. Census provides a special opportunity for educators to teach their students about self-worth, civic engagement,
and the value of data—and to promote a complete count that could beneﬁt their schools and students for the next 10 years.
The 2020 Census is critical for students and educators because the count will impact the federal funds that schools receive each
year for the next decade or special education, Head Start, classroom technology, teacher training, after-school programs, school
lunch assistance, and more. It will also impact funds for community services that inﬂuence student readiness for learning, such as
maternal and child health programs and assistance with housing, heating, and food costs.
By April 1, 2020, every home will have received an invitation to respond to the 2020 Census. Teachers are in a prime position to
educate students and the adults in their home about the importance of responding and counting everyone who lives with them,
including every child.
To help teachers provide this education to students and families, the Census Bureau operates the Statistics in Schools (SIS)
program. Classroom materials are available at New 2020 SIS Resources and oﬀers free classroom materials for students in pre-K
through 12th grade that incorporate census data. They can be used to supplement lesson plans in nearly any subject and at any
level, from the basics of counting and comparing to the application of data for making real-world decisions.
Help ensure a complete count of your students and their families.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

03/01/20
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Analysis:
What Do Teachers Need?
An analysis of 10 years of DonorsChoose,
an online crowd-funding tool for classrooms, shows that online crowdfunding
requests are on the rise—and the data
reﬂects a deep divide between high-poverty
and low-poverty schools. Grantmakers for Education, a
consortium of education philanthropists, also analyzed 1.8
million teacher requests (2009-2019) and found that requests
grew at a compound rate of 23% annually.
The fastest-growing categories of requests are "warmth,
care, and hunger," health and wellness, and character
education. The warmth, care, and hunger category was
added in 2016, and encompasses requests for items like
winter coats, personal hygiene products, and snacks.
Across the board, however, requests for academic materials
far exceed any others. About 70% of requests over the past
decade were for literacy and language, and for math and
science materials. That demand holds true regardless of
state spending, geographic region, or student performance.
There is a stark diﬀerence between what teachers need,
depending on where they teach. Teachers in high-poverty
schools are more likely to request projects related to warmth,
care, and hunger, English as a Second Language, and team
sports. Teachers in low-poverty schools are more likely to
request projects related to economics, foreign languages,
and special needs.
For more information on what teachers need, visit What Do
Teachers Need?

Source: Education Week - Teachers, 2/10/20

Embry-Riddle's Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society's 4th annual Book Drive is March 2 to April 15, 2020. They are accepting new or
slightly used books for children and/or young adults, but no textbooks, please. Phi Kappa Phi members will collect books at the
Hazy Library or Hunt Student Union, both locations on Embry-Riddle's campus. Additionally, donors may contact Steve Bobinsky
with Embry-Riddle's Philanthropy Oﬃce at 928-777-4210 to arrange for home pickup of donated books.

Contributed by Ray Newton

Phi Kappa Phi Book Drive
In partnership with Yavapai County Free Library District
and Sacred Heart Catholic School
March 2 - April 15
New and Like New Children’s (K-12) Books
No Text Books Please
Collec on boxes under the Library stairs and in the Student Union

03/01/20
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