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Quad City Administrators 
Meetings- 1:30 pm @ 

YCESA Training Room                 
Dec 20 
Jan 17 
Feb 21

Mar 21
Apr 18
May 16
Jun 20

Forest Fee Management Association Board meeting, YCESA 
Training Room, Prescott, 9:00 am  New Date!

Countywide Administrators’ Meeting, Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD,  
7:45 am - 4:00 pm (  )  www.ycesa.com/countywide-registration/

Governing Board Presidents’ Roundtable, YCESA Training Room, 
Prescott, 5:30-8:30

Yavapai County Spelling Bee, Prescott, TBA

Northern AZ Teacher Job Fair, Yavapai College, 9 am - 1 pm

2018 K-8 Northern Arizona Regional Science/ Engineering Fair, Tri-
City College Prep, TBD 

Countywide Administrators’ Meeting, Prescott USD Washington 
School,  7:45 am - 4:00 pm

Dec 18

Jan 31

Feb 5

Feb 24

Mar 24

Mar 29-30 

Apr 25

After a call out to Yavapai County for voluntary student submissions, Yavapai County Superintendent Tim Carter and BMO Harris 
Bank are proud to highlight the winning designs. BMO Harris Bank’s generous donation honors each finalist’s class with a $125 
cash prize for classroom supplies. Finalists receive a Certificate of Achievement and the Yavapai County Education Service 
Agency now has charming cards to share this Holiday Season. 

Congratulations to the winning entries... 

Yavapai County School Superintendent and BMO Harris Bank
Announce Holiday Card Winners!

Andrea Vasquez
3rd grade

Ash Fork USD

Mariana Yanez
6th grade

Cottonwood Oak Creek ESD

Belle Baxter
10th grade

Prescott High School

Valerie Arellano
8th grade

Glassford Hill Middle School

Madison Sherman
9th grade

Prescott High School

JasmineGrasser
6th grade

Acorn Montessori

Verde Valley 
Superintendents Meetings

Dec 21      YCESA (location TBD)
Jan 18       COCSD
Feb 15       Mingus
Mar 22       VACTE
Apr 19       YCESA (location TBD)
May 17      SOCSD

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) 
has released its report "Summary of 
School Safety Statistics." This report 
provides data to support or dispel 
common perceptions related to school 
safety. Federal agencies, including the 
Departments of Education and Justice, 
as well as school safety experts 

collected the data reported in this publication. Topics addressed include school 
crime; school shootings and violence; traumatic events, such as bullying; and the 

threat of violence using social media. Take a look at the full report at . NIJ Report 

Congratulations to Cottonwood Oak Creek 
School District and Mingus Union High 
School District for successfully passing 
their November 7th override elections. 
Statewide, results show voters approved 
38 of 45 bond and override questions, or 
84%. All 22 Maricopa County measures 
passed. Voters defeated only seven 
measures statewide. It seems voters still 
support their schools when given an 
opportunity to vote.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Override Success!

Source: Pinal County School Superintendent’s Office e-Newsletter, Oct-Nov

http://www.ycesa.com/countywide-registration/
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/250610.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=&ed2f26df2d9c416fbddddd2330a778c6=ixgexexgad-icfbdxcf
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Graphic by Lisa Irish, AZEdNews, 9/13/17

The recent 110th Arizona Town Hall on Funding PreK-12 Edu-
cation tackled Arizona's education funding system. In brief, the 
participants called on the state's elected representatives to 
listen to the will of the people, follow the Arizona constitution, 
put the future before politics, and invest in public education.

“Stop starving our public school of funding” was the over-
arching recommendation coming from the participants 
representing rural and urban areas, colleges, universities, 
businesses, district leaders and education professionals. They 
called for Arizona to reverse the effects of a decade of budget 
cuts by providing an additional $2.35 billion annually, plus 
$1.64 billion as a one-time investment. The report reveals how 
these additional funds should be broken down.

The panels also addressed the inequities in the current “one 
size fits all” funding mechanism citing that performance-based 
funding often deprives the schools in the greatest need. 

Arizona Town Hall participants identified several potential 
funding streams for these critical investments, including: 
renewing and expanding Prop 301 to 1.5%; modernizing the 
basic funding formula; adjusting the equalization formula; 
creating new and improved accountability for all taxpayer 
dollars; using bonding to address deferred maintenance; 
closing corporate loopholes; and more. 

The report puts the responsibility for leading investment efforts 
on the Governor, Superintendent of Schools, elected leaders 
and education advocacy groups. Additionally, it calls for 
engaging business and economic development groups.

View the full draft report at AZ Town Hall Report.

Arizonans Say PreK-12 
Education System In Crisis

Source: AZEdNews, 11/22/17

Trying to think of something for your staff? A thoughtful idea 
would be to suggest to them to renegotiate their student loan 
debt to reduce monthly payments and have a significant portion 
forgiven under existing law. In partnership with the Arizona 
Association of County School Superintendents, Innovative 
Student Loan Solutions (ISLoan) will educate you and provide 
options for the possible forgiveness and refinancing that may 
help lower, or even eliminate, your student loan payment. 

Visit: https://aacss-yavapai.myisls.com/register

Enter code: YAVAPAI to learn more

Join your colleagues who are saving an average of 93% on  
their monthly payments and are projected to receive an 
average of $90,642 in tax-free loan forgiveness.

If loan forgiveness makes sense, you will be able to:
· Immediately lower your monthly student loan payment
· Reduce your student loan obligation
· Significantly lower your cost to earn additional degrees
· Receive a personalized 10-year loan forgiveness plan 

outlining your projected tax free savings

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

How About Student
Loan Relief?

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

Dear Principals and Educational Leaders of Yavapai County,

Now in our 24th year and on behalf of Yavapai County Education 
Foundation, I am pleased to announce the nomination appli-
cation portal for the 2018 Yavapai County Teacher of the Year is 
now open.

Thank you to Lamb Chevrolet and General Manager Mr. Ed 
Walsh for contributing $20,000 toward the prize money for this 
year’s winners. These cash awards include:

All Categories except First Year Teacher: Each Finalist (3 per 
category) will be awarded $500 each. Category winners will 
receive an additional $1,500. The overall Teacher of the Year, 
selected from among category winners of all categories other 
than First Year will receive an additional $5,000 and other gifts. 
Each First Year Teacher of the Year Finalist (3 persons) will be 
awarded $500 each. The First Year Teacher of the Year winner 
will receive an additional $2,500.

To nominate an excellent teacher, please visit 
http://ycefoundation.com/teacher-of-the-year-application/ for 
more information and an application. Honor categories include:

˜  ˜  
th th thK-5  Grade 6 -8  Grade

˜  Cross Grades Specialists (K-8)
˜  High School
˜  Cross Grades Specialists (9-12)
˜  Outstanding First-Year Teacher

Please note: The Nomination Letter you provide counts for 30 
points in the selection process!

Any questions regarding the 24th Annual Teacher of the Year 
Program please contact YCEF Program Coordinator Nick 
Boroughf at 928 442 5139 or nick.boroughf@yavapai.us .

Sincerely,                                 Karen Otis

Deadline: Wednesday, January 10, 2018, 11:59 PM.

Fire Drill Clarification
What's the statute on frequency and recording of fire drills in 
Arizona schools? Jim Lee, the Emergency Management 
Director for Arizona Department of Education, reminds us that 
“fire drills are required monthly by Arizona Revised Statute Title 
41, Chapter 15, article 1, and  records shall be kept and 
retained in the administrative office for the school for inspection 
by the Arizona State Fire Marshall. An additional requirement 
includes the first fire drill of the year must be completed by the 
10th day of school for a new school year.” 

The State Fire Marshall's Office was reorganized and is now a 
part of the Department of Forestry and Fire Management. The 
contact for the State Fire Marshall and the Fire Marshall 
Compliance Log is Dan Dierley at  .Dierley@DFFM.az.gov

Adding to the fire drill conversation, Diane Jacobson of Skyview 
School reminds us that lock-down drills do not satisfy the 
monthly fire drill requirement. If you have a lock-down drill, you 
still have to conduct an additional fire drill. 

12/01/17                                                                                                                             

http://aztownhall.org/resources/Documents/110%20Funding%20preK-12%20Education%20Final%20Recommendations.pdf%20%20%20
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://aacss-yavapai.myisls.com/register&c=E,1,HTK6vuFEQw49fwFvB6NJ1WTToV2E5gcAitIphXShAnHgi50QIgZ5EypvRudEwWgBOD9MkBkqm3Xv9KULqmkHpxNCKppZHxt7dm7FikfwqfykeE4UHA,,&typo=0
http://ycefoundation.com/teacher-of-the-year-application/
mailto:nick.boroughf@yavapai.us
mailto:Dierley@DFFM.az.gov
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Check out YCESA.com 

for great grant opportunities! 

For grant support, contact:

New Grant

        Opportunities!

Some new opportunities for funding your project or 
supporting your services have been posted to the cumulative 
list of grants available. Just go to...

         YCESA.com  Support Services  Grants → →

New funding resources are added at least twice monthly. 
And, it’s printable so you can share with someone who might 
be looking for funding for a special project or need. We’ll 
remind you to check for new grants as well whenever 
something special appears. 

Y

Becky O’Banion at YCESA    becky.obanion@yavapai.us

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow. Here are some 
opportunities you’ll find...                   

Captain Planet Foundation Ecotech Grants  $2,500 ea.
To support projects that motivate children through science, 
technology, engineering, and math while challenging them to re-
imagine the way their world can be. Projects that use innovation, 
nature-based design, and/or technology to address environmental 
problems in their communities.
Clif Bar Family Foundation  Small Grants     Up to $7,000 ea.
Funding for specific projects in one or more of five focus areas: 
promoting Earth's beauty and bounty; creating robust, healthy food 
systems; increasing opportunities for outdoor activity; reducing 
environmental health hazards; and building stronger communities. 
Walmart Foundation Community Grant Program  $250-$2,500 ea.
To support the needs of communities with programs that fall within 
Walmart's focus areas: community, sustainability, and career opport- 
unity. In the area of community, Walmart is interested in supporting 
programs that send teachers back to school with the resources 
needed to educate children in their classrooms.

The Arizona Department of Health Services is currently im-
plementing a bullying prevention initiative around the state of 
Arizona with our campaign . Through this Muststopbullying.org
initiative, we are conducting a statewide survey for school 
officials to gauge perceptions on bullying and inform future 
training opportunities around bullying prevention.  This survey 
will primarily target vice principals, school nurses, teachers, 
and school resource officers. 

If you are a school official, we would appreciate feedback from 
you or others who you may know. The survey will close on 
December 8th and should take no more than 5 minutes to 
complete.

Find it at:   ADHS Bullying Preven�on Survey for School Officials

Bullying Prevention Survey
Seeking School Officials Input

Source: Cindy Garman, Yavapai County Health Services

Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) requires most school districts 
to have an annual or biennial audit. Districts expending 
$750,000 or more in federal awards in a fiscal year are subject 
to the requirements of the Uniform Guidance. Districts required 
to comply with the Single Audit Act must contract for a financial 
and compliance (single) audit annually performed by an indep-
endent auditor in accordance with U.S. generally accepted 
auditing standards; Government Auditing Standards; and the 
Uniform Guidance. 

School districts not required to have a single audit that have an 
adopted expenditure budget of $700,000 or more for the Main-
tenance and Operation (M&O) Fund must have an annual or 
biennial financial statement audit performed by an independent 
auditor in accordance with U.S. generally accepted auditing 
standards and Government Auditing Standards.

If a school district has an adopted expenditure budget of $2 
million or more for the M&O Fund, the district must have an 
annual financial statement audit, but convert to a biennial audit 
schedule if the previous year's audit had no significant negative findings. If a district has converted to a biennial audit schedule 
and receives a letter of noncompliance, the district must convert back to an annual audit schedule. It may again convert to a 
biennial audit schedule after receiving two annual audits with no significant negative findings. 

If a school district has an adopted expenditure budget of less than $2 million but more than $700,000 for the M&O Fund, the 
district must contract for a biennial financial statement audit.

Districts not required to have a single or financial statement audit are subject to a procedural review performed by the Office of the 
Auditor General. This Office also conducts performance audits of school districts. Districts may be subject to compliance audits 
conducted by other federal and state agencies, including ADE, the Arizona State Retirement System, the Internal Revenue 
Service, and the Arizona Department of Revenue. 

School districts that have an adopted expenditure budget of less than $700,000 for the M&O Fund and are not required to comply 
with the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 are subject to procedural reviews performed at the Office of the Auditor General's 
discretion.

A.R.S. §41-1279.03 requires the Auditor General to conduct random performance audits of school districts focused on operational 
areas and controls designed to determine effective, economical and efficient management. These audits provide the Legislature, 
district decision makers, and the public with information on the use of public monies and identify best practices or make 
recommendations to the districts to improve operations. Contributed by Renee Raskin, YCESA

Auditor General: 
Fiscal Audits

12/01/17                                                                                                                             

https://adhs.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0q8Wbp08GmBrz3n
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The Yellow Sheet reports that Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction Diane Douglas still plans not to recoup funds from 
overfunded districts and charters and plans to make those underfunded whole. This situation resulted from about $43.6 million 
being over-allocated to nearly 300 LEAs, while nearly 200 additional LEAs were shorted an estimated $9.7 million in Title I funds.  
The department's official proposal has been submitted to the U.S. Department of Education. Douglas said she does not know 
when and if the federal agency may sign off on or reject that plan, and she is not certain if negotiations would be necessary. The 
decision should be known within a few months. Still, given the conversations the state department has had with its federal 
counterparts, she's confident districts and charters will be spared further harm. 

No Plan To Go After “Overfunded” Schools

Source: The Yellow Sheet, 11/1/17

The Yavapai County Educational Technology Consortium (YCETC) is pleased to announce 
that Corey Christians has been elected by the Library Members to represent them on its Board 
of Directors. 

Christians' term will run through June 30, 2020. 

Congratulations, Corey. We look forward to working with you.

New Board Representative for Library Members

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, YCESA

Yavapai County School Superintendent 
Tim Carter is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Mr. Jerome Simpson to 
the Seligman Unified School District 
Governing Board, filling the seat of Board 
Member Jan Lockhart who moved out of 
state. 

Simpson is married (34 years!) and has 
three children and grandchildren. He is a 
Navy veteran who worked in logistical 
operations and holds a Bachelor's degree 
in Business Administration. After working 
in the trucking industry, Simpson created 
two foundations focused on the needs of 
veterans.

Carter feels Simpson's familiarity with 
operations and working with boards will 
be an asset to the Board. He understands 
budgets and finance also.

Congratulations, Mr. Simpson and 
Seligman USD. Welcome aboard!

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, YCESA

New Board Member 
for Seligman USD

Congratulations to Prescott Unified 
School District Board Member Greg 
Mengarelli on this recent election as 
Mayor of Prescott. 

Yes, a Governing Board member may 
hold another office, since one of the two 
positions is NOT paid.

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, YCESA

Mengarelli: Community Leader
After being asked by the media if any books were banned in Yavapai County, Super-
intendent Tim Carter surveyed the county school districts and charters in lieu of the 
media seeking a Public Information Request for each entity. The results of those 
responding revealed no banned books in Yavapai County:.

Of the 26 county districts, 22 responded they had NOT banned any books. The 
other 4 did not respond.

Of the 24 county charters, 4 responded they did NOT ban any books. The other 20 
did not respond. Source: Supt. Tim Carter, YCESA

Any Books Banned in Yavapai County?

12/01/17                                                                                                                             
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Contributed by Jana Truman, First Things First

Make the gi� buying experience for young kids easy, by keeping it simple

Every year there's a hot new toy that sells out and drives parents to race from store to store in search of the latest gadget or 
stuffed animal. This year, make the gift buying experience for the youngest kids in your life easier. 

When it comes to promoting learning for children 5 and younger, basic toys and quality time with adults are the best gifts an 
infant, toddler or preschooler can receive. First Things First has compiled some suggested toys by age and stage that promote 
learning and language development. 

Books are one of the best gifts for all ages. Daily reading has been shown to help young children develop language skills and 
increase vocabulary – both crucial if they are going to be good readers in the future. 

Other good choices for different age groups include:

For babies under 1 year old, focus on toys that stimulate curiosity. Babies are fascinated by their surroundings, especially faces 
and bright colors. They enjoy playing hide-and-seek with different objects. Look for things such as: board books; safe, chewable 
toys; toys with mirrors.

For toddlers between 1 and 3 years old, look for toys that encourage imagination and problem-solving such as: 
pretend versions of everyday objects; balls to roll or catch; building-type toys, including fill and dump varieties; matching and 
sorting toys; large crayons or markers with plain paper; simple puzzles.

For preschoolers, which covers ages 3 to 5, look for toys that help them relate to each other and the world around them include: 
dress-up clothes; simple board games; counting and letter games; sports equipment suitable to their size; musical instruments; 
art supplies such as play dough, safety scissors, glue, etc. 

Another thing to keep in mind is that parents and family members talk the most to babies when they are engaging their child with 
books and traditional toys, rather than electronic toys that claim to promote language development. Young children learn through 
play, through experimenting with the world around them and through interaction with other kids and adults. The best toys are 
those that appeal to the way their minds work. Those toys will get used most and will help children develop skills they will need to 
be successful once they enter school.

12/01/17                                                                                                                             
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High-quality professional development for the faculty and leadership of 
Yavapai County schools has been successful through the trainers of 
McREL. Using Forest Fee Management Association funding, the Yavapai 
County Education Service Agency has been able to provide affordable and 
sustainable professional development with  Classroom Instruction That 
Works and Balanced Leadership frameworks.

Check the Success Story McREL is sharing at  . McREL Story

BMO Harris Bank (with branches in Prescott Valley, Prescott, and Sedona) 
have been generous education partners. Their significant annual donation 
has funded the Yavapai County Spelling Bee and the Christmas Holiday 
Card Contest for this year. Supt. Tim Carter and the Yavapai County 
education community appreciates not just the financial donations, but the 
ease of working with the three branch managers. 

Thank you, BMO Harris for truly caring about family-oriented and educational 
activities.

True Education Partners!

Source: Supt. Tim Carter, Yavapai County

TED Talks have grown in popularity in part for 
their inspiring and frank perspectives on any 
number of world issues, and educators can 
leverage these resources for learning. Educators 
can build lessons around any TED-Ed Original, 
TED Talk or YouTube video through Ted-Ed. 
Once they locate the video they wish to use, 
they next use the TED-Ed Lesson editor to add 
questions, discussion prompts and additional 
resources. When the lesson is published, 
educators can monitor their progress and 
submitted work.

There are 11 TED-Ed lessons your students 
might find engaging, thought-provoking, or 
funny:

1.  The key Is DNA the future of data storage?
ingredient to recording and storing human 
history is our DNA.
2. 'Why facts don’t convince people (and what 
you can do about it)  Humans aren't rational 
creatures, but the folks at 'Social Good Now' 
have some ideas for what we can do about it.
3. How many ways are there to prove the 
Pythagorean theorem? The many elegant proofs 
of the famous Pythagorean theorem are 
explored.
4. Where do Where do new words come from? 
new words come from, and how do they make it 
into our everyday lives? 
5. Will the ocean ever run out of fish? 
Overfishing and its effects on ecosystems, food 
security, jobs, economies, and coastal cultures 
are addressed.
6. Is Will we ever be able to teleport? 
teleportation possible? Thanks to quantum 
mechanics, the answer might actually be 
yes…sort of!
7. How ingenious animals have engineered air 
conditioning  There are some pretty amazing 
animal architects.
8. Can you find the next number in this 
sequence? Practical applications for puzzles like 
this.
9. Why do we like What makes things cool? 
what we like?
10.  What are the Is binge watching bad for you?
side effects of watching too much TV?
11. Why babies in medieval paintings look like 
ugly old men
Why are the babies in medieval art so ugly?

Read all about it at 
https://www.eschoolnews.com/2017/11/20/ted-
ed-talks-students-relate/ 

Source: eSchoolNews, Laura Ascione, 11/20/17

TED-Ed Talks Students 
Can Relate To

12/01/17                                                                                                                             

https://www.mcrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/McREL_Yavapai_SS_web.pdf
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/is-dna-the-future-of-data-storage-leo-bear-mcguinness
https://ed.ted.com/featured/hI9YSFHW
https://ed.ted.com/featured/hI9YSFHW
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-many-ways-are-there-to-prove-the-pythagorean-theorem-betty-fei
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-many-ways-are-there-to-prove-the-pythagorean-theorem-betty-fei
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/where-do-new-words-come-from-marcel-danesi
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/will-the-ocean-ever-run-out-of-fish-ayana-elizabeth-johnson-and-jennifer-jacquet
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/will-we-ever-be-able-to-teleport-sajan-saini
https://ed.ted.com/featured/ZYLdBoJY
https://ed.ted.com/featured/ZYLdBoJY
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/can-you-find-the-next-number-in-this-sequence-alex-gendler
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/can-you-find-the-next-number-in-this-sequence-alex-gendler
https://ed.ted.com/featured/xgmepk0G
https://ed.ted.com/featured/tJXf06qY
https://ed.ted.com/featured/reoiYMVV
https://ed.ted.com/featured/reoiYMVV
http://ycefoundation.com/teacher-of-the-year-application/
http://ycefoundation.com/teacher-of-the-year-application/
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Keep your tax dollars local with 
Arizona’s dollar-for-dollar school 
tax credit, which goes directly to 
the school and eligible program 

you choose. Any amount will help a district’s 
students. 

A.R.S. 43-1089 allows a tax credit of $200 for 
individuals and $400 for married couples filing 
jointly, for fees or contributions paid to a public 
school in support of extracurricular activities.

It gives you a chance to say how your tax dollars 
are spent and reduces your tax bill by whatever 
amount you contribute. Even if you don’t pay 
state income tax, you can’t reduce your liability 
below $0.

Contribute now! The state now allows eligible 
contributions made from January 1, 2018, to April 
15, 2018, to be used as a tax credit on either your 
2017 or 2018 Arizona income tax return.

You don’t need to have a student in a school. 
Your help is welcome and appreciated in any 
school district of your choice. many districts have 
contribution forms on-line.

TAX CREDITS !! Save the Date
YCESA Governing Board Presidents’ Roundtable

 Monday, February 5, 2017
5:30 pm - 8:30 pm (includes dinner)

Yavapai County Education Service Agency
Coulter/Giffin/Taylor Training Room

2970 Centerpointe East Dr., Prescott, AZ.  86301

We hope you will be able to attend this informative and interactive discussion 
about issues that face Governing Board Presidents. We provide a list of 
questions that you and your colleagues can openly discuss. There is no right 
or wrong answer, since within statute each Board is given the individual 
discretion to resolve how they wish to deal with these issues.  As a 
“community of learners,” we will learn from each other. There will be no 
formal “instruction or training” taking place. 

Superintendents and Governing Board Members may also attend this event 
and observe. The participation is limited only to Board Presidents since the 
intent of our Roundtable is that Board Presidents will have an opportunity to 
learn from each other.

Please RSVP at https://form.jotform.com/43524712106951

��� �� �� �E   S� �� �� �� ��� � C A � �� �� ��� ��  � Y                              

Peace and goodwill from the YCESA
12/01/17                                                                                                                             

https://form.jotform.com/43524712106951
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